Victorian News.
Once again Anzac Day has come around and we had a beautiful day for the march – unfortunately I was the only one from the 2/2nd to march so it was a lonely march but I enjoyed it. After the march I went on to the reunion at Eden On Park Motel where the combined Commandos have their reunion and the 2/2nd numbers increased by two as Bruce McLaren and John Southwell came along. Bruce is unable to march and John had a leg problem – injured it playing bowls (did not know the game was so rough!) I had the pleasure to give Bruce his life membership badge, which has been richly deserved for his services to the Victorian Branch. We have been waiting a long time to get Bruce along to a function as he has always had a problem with his health. We had apologies from Tom Nisbet, Rolf Baldwin and Alf Harper that have problems to do the march and Leith Cooper was anticipating in his local R.S.L. at Cowes with their Anzac Day and Jack Fox.

We were very saddened to hear of the passing of Johnny Roberts. Unfortunately Olive and I were unable to get to the funeral. Leith Cooper will be giving his report on the funeral and was doing the eulogy. Margaret Monk gave a wreath on behalf of the 2/2nd Association. My own memory of Johnny is of his 80th birthday earlier this year and seeing him so happy and talking so well. Our deepest sympathies to Cath and family.

Harry Botterill.

Anzac Day Thoughts from Dick Darrington in W.A.

I was happy to participate in this year’s Anzac Day march after 3 years being sidelined. My health improved.

One gets a great feeling marching along St. George’s Terrace and down to the Esplanade for the Service. It was excellent to see Eric Weller joining in with the members and being part of the parade. It’s a pity a lot more don’t make the effort to come along and at least help celebrate at the Terrace Hotel. They will thoroughly enjoy themselves with excellent refreshments we have every Anzac Day for 2/2nd Association members and friends. There are plenty of other unit’s members just hoping to get the opportunity to join with us. 

I am that keen I have breakfast at the

R.S.L. Anzac House by 7.30am starts the day early. It’s usually packed at that time with service personnel having drinks at a good watering hole waiting for the start of the march. So don’t let another Anzac day pass without considering to come along to see us all before you peg out. We might select you to become our next president – ha ha.

Well I have in mind to make it to the 2002 Mildura Safari. It’s going to be a great event travelling on the river. I love these river trips sailing along it beats motor transport for comfort, fantastic way to go even though ours will be only a day trip.

Well anyhow, regards to all.

Dick Darrington.

Anzac Day in Mandurah 2001.

The dawn service was held at the Memorial in the rose garden adjacent to the R.S.L. Hall and was a moving experience followed by a gun fire breakfast in the RSL Hall – greatly appreciated on a cold morning.

Being a fine day marchers and spectators, including Les and Verna Cranfield, turned out in force, especially the school children, many of whom arrange their own services prior to Anzac Day. Two of Bill and Elvie’s sons carried the banner and Clarrie Turner and Paddy King laid the wreath.

Len Bagley was officer of the Day and did a fine job as usual.

Afterwards we adjourned to the RSL Hall for refreshments, eats and pleasant company. A most enjoyable day was had by all.

A Life Membership Presentation.

Our newly elected President Ray Parry’s first pleasing duty was to present a life membership medallion to Peter Alexander at his Forest St. home in East Fremantle on 20th March, a week after our AGM. Ray pinned on Peter’s medallion after having some good things to say about Peter’s service to the Association over the past 55 years. Peter who suffers from Parkinson’s Disease and is now recovering from a stroke, said he was proud and honoured to be made a life member of such a fine Association. Also present were Don Turton, Keith Hayes and Jack & Delys Carey. All enjoyed morning tea making it a very pleasant occasion. Congratulations to Peter, one of life’s great little battlers and a lovely bloke.

Jack Carey.

Bowls Challenge.

The President of the ex Vietnam Veterans, Bart Mavrick, recently challenged Len Bagley, of 2/2nd Commando Association, to a game of indoor bowls. This resulted in a gathering of 20 bowlers, 10 per side, plus “barrackers” at the Mandurah RSL Hall for a very enthusiastic and rowdy competition. At one stage even the measure had to be used as a decider (this was a serious situation).

The ladies were encouraged to join in, much to their delight and Bart’s sister, who was visiting from Sydney, is booked in for a future game.

One of the Viet.Vets, Curly, suggested that the 2/2nd “oldies” should be home in bed. However, the 2/2nd “boys” won on the day.

After nibbles and a few ales, a return match was decided upon for 1pm. on Thursday, May 24th.

From an interested spectator, Betty Bagley.

