Pars on People.
Jack and Valerie Hanson live in Hervey Bay, north of Maryborough, Qld. Jack who will be 80 in August has health problems but still has a positive outlook on life. He served in 6 section in Timor and then spent 12 months as an instructor at Canungra being classed as unfit for service in the tropics. He was eventually declared fit and joined the 2/12 Commando Squadron and was in the Borneo landing. Jack some interesting stories regarding the handling of Japanese prisoners after the war ended and has promised to write an article for the Courier of his experiences in this field.

The Epps family has been a tower of strength in the Association since it first saw light of day. The late Bill Epps, wife Jess and later son Peter were and still are willing to do anything to help out the Association. Peter’s wife Sue joined the team when she was elected to the Courier committee at the A.G.M.

Sue a capable typist, has offered to do whatever extra typing is required and will cooperate with Delys to ensure the Courier is kept up to scratch. Thanks Sue and God bless the Epps family.

We have not seen much of Colin Hodgson in recent years as Colin has a full time job caring for his loving wife Olive who is bedridden and needs constant attention. Olive has palsy and other ailments and Colin has devoted all his time to ensure his wife for over 53 years gets all the care and love he can give her. In the early days Colin was a great worker for the Association. He served on the committee for a number of years and was made a life member in 1972. He and Ernie Bingham were great mates and he felt the loss of Bing when he died in April 1997. Colin, Olive and Bing’s widow Verna remain close friends. Our thoughts are with you Colin, in these trying times.

It is not known and in fact been an oversight of the Association not to have recognised the part Colin’s father Syd Hodgson contributed as a member of the welfare committee, which gave the Association such a great start back in 1946. Syd worked for many years in the produce section of Boans where he was well known as the butter man. A great worker, he played his part along with those other good people on the committee chaired by the late Tom Murray, Don’s father. So our apologies Colin, for not paying your late dear old dad the tribute he deserved. I have often thought it was a great pity that we never ever had a function for those on the welfare committee. 

Fred Humfreys, who served in 5 section in Timor, is 87 and lives a quiet life in the Swan Cottage Homes, Bentley. Fred enjoys his carpet bowls and is well cared for. Keith Hayes drops in to see Fred now and then and keeps him up to date re his old mates. He does not get out much and looks forward to the Courier.

Don Young who was 83 in December is finding life very trying. Don’s problem is that he still living in his Claremont home while Barbara his wife is in a nursing home in Subiaco. Don has been trying for over 15 months now to get a place where they can be together but to date has had no luck. Don has a few health problems but nothing too serious but the frustration of being apart is getting to him. Don was a member of a big family and grew up in Manjimup. Keep your chin up Don.

Ron Archer and partner Lyn made a short visit to the west in April. Ron looked very debonair in his beret in the Anzac Day march and enjoyed meeting up with a few old mates at the function after. He and Lyn had lunch with Joe & Helen Poynton on the Saturday with Tony Bowers joining in. Helen is a good hostess so it was a happy get-to-gether. A man of ideas Ron has been a good and very generous member for many years. Come again Ron and Lyn.

Nick Love, the son of Bill Lovi, marched with us on Anzac day. Bill Lovi joined us in January 1942 with the first reinforcement group and served in the Sappers under Don Turton. Nick was telling me that his father went to New Guinea after the war and spent most of his life there. He died aged 52 early in the 1970s. If any member can provide and information on Bill, Nick would like to hear about it.

It was nice to see Tom Foster, Stan Payne, Eric Weller and Vince Swann, all country members making our Anzac Day march. Thanks fellas for making the effort. Bernie, Gerry, Tony, Jim and Joe came up from Mandurah and we appreciate that. We would have been really down on numbers without their support.

Jack Carey.

