INDEPENDENT TRUST

Report for year to 31/1/2001

We continued support to the Don Bosco Salesian Agricultural School at Fuiloro Lospalos.

Les Cranfield completed two further visits one of three months and the last one “positively my last” of two months.

The achievements have been extensively reported in the Courier whereby Fuiloro took delivery of the used farm machinery purchased by Les and Fr. Jose in Queensland. They were successful in rehabilitating and assembling various essential items and under Les’s demonstration, were successful in planting crops of corn and rice, the latter on virgin lakebed land. The setting up of an old hammer mill was a spectacular success for the centre and their villagers. Our congratulations to les and Verna Cranfield for their outstanding contribution to the community of Fuiloro during seven visits totalling twenty months over five years to help alleviate the difficulties experienced by the Fuiloro community.  

Volunteer Lindsay Bennett of the SAS Retirees’ Association visited Fuiloro following the departure of Les Cranfield. He completed erection of the silos and commenced construction of the base supports for a sheltered vegetable garden that would enable production during the wet. Laserlite roofing is now on site. Lindsay also did considerable machinery workshop rehabilitation. We appreciate and thank Lindsay for a great job done in frequently arduous conditions.

Sports Balls – Fuiloro

We bought 74 basket; volley and soccer balls $1,040.60. John Burridge, Keith Hayes and Bob Smyth painted each (and each other) with our red colour patch and sent them to Fuiloro.

Nahaek Primary School is nearest our 2/2nd Memorial site referred to as “Dare”. Patsy Thatcher set up a relationship on our behalf with the school whereby the pupils will adopt a role of care and reporting of the area in return for our forwarding various donated school items which Keith Hayes is arranging. The school is also a beneficiary of the Colin Doig bequest via the Oan Kiak Trust of which Patsy is a trustee.

Vegetable Seed Programme. With Les Cranfield’s help and that of Symonds seeds we compiled and sent to Fuiloro a shipment of $4,276.25. An order of $3,685.00 followed some eight months later (followed by 800 MT Kodak cassette containers to facilitate distribution to villagers). When during recent months Arthur Yates (seeds) had commercial difficulty we negotiated a most attractive purchase price for the Company’s retail packets.

Our friends at Campbell Barracks welcomed the opportunity of village distribution during normal patrols. We have four cartons each of approximately 1000 (total 3997) packets of 14 varieties (15/1/2001). Each packet is overstamped with our 2/2nd red D.D. colour patch which now shows the words “FO” (Tetum for gift) and “IT LA HALUHA” (We not forget”). For the tedious task of stamping 3997 seed packets to date (and 4000 to follow!) our thanks to trustee Keith (and Val) Hayes.

Should the vegetable seed packet programme prove successful, we will consider the prospect of a single philanthropic identity to expand the plan over larger areas of East Timor. (To remain a 2/2nd initiative). It would be imperative to obtain reliable feedback and our ability to identify additional reliable channels of distribution.

Rededication of the 2/2nd Dare Memorial.
In April six of our members visited East Timor to rededicate the 2/2nd Dare Memorial. We were grateful for the company of Bart Mavrick President of the SAS Association (W.A.) We had several days visiting Fuiloro. That was finally made possible (after trip cancellation due to security concern) because of intervention of Murray Thornton who insisted on providing transport. We remain thankful to Murray and his friends.

Thanks to support from fellow trustees John Burridge and the indefatigable Keith Hayes and his wife Val. Keith does an enormous amount of hands on work. He continues to collect a vast number of computers, typewriters, office material and sewing machines which have been shipped via our SAS Association friends to designated East Timor addresses.

We appreciate and thank Bart Mavrick and Mick Malone of the SAS Retirees’ Association for their assistance and also for their Associations most popular “House” functions

Also acknowledgment and thanks to A.E.S.O.P. of Canberra who funded Les Cranfield’s visits and to Australian Volunteers Abroad who funded fares for Lindsay Bennett’s visit.

Donors.

Thanks to all donors whose contributions are acknowledged in the Courier and without their generosity we would not be operating.

Bob Smyth.

Chairman Independent Trust Fund. 

