15

Happy Greenhalgh  writes:-
My visit to the West was better than last October as Harry was so much better in health. So much so, that we were able to go to Geraldton for a couple of days. On our way up the Northern Highway we called in Three Springs to see Chook Fowler, he was in pretty good shape for a bloke having his 89th birthday the day before Anzac Day. He seemed quite surprised he had made it thus far, but I think he has a few more birthdays to come yet.

Jack is very lucky in that he has his daughter living only a few miles from town. He gets regular visits.

In Geraldton Harry & I visited Peter Barden at his lovely little retreat. Peter is having trouble with his legs but doesn’t appear to let it get him down. He was flat out preparing the local RSL Sub Branch submission. They couldn’t have picked a better bloke I bet. We had a happy hour or so with him on the Friday morning.

Tom Foster and Mary had afternoon tea with us at our motel unit. It was fortunately their weekly visit for shopping in Geraldton from their property at Allanooka, which is about 40 miles out. Mary supplied a nice cake. There’s a lesson there somewhere. I wonder could we arrange for visitors for afternoon tea to please bring the cake, you might have started something Mary.

Tom is one of those blokes who never seem to alter. See his photo in the old one taken at Larrimah in 1942 and he is just the same. He was able to get down to Perth for Anzac Day & marched. It was great to see you both.

The march in Perth was great and from what I heard it was very good in all states. Jack said there were 22 at the Terrace Hotel dinner and it was good to see them all.

One of the advantages for me to be there on that day is I see more than I would at other times of the year. It was good also to meet Ron Archer who was visiting from Queensland and also marched. I must mention that there were 4 of us Sigs there, Dusty Studdy looking a ball of style, Gerry Maley holding up well and Don Murray who told me he is having a bit of leg trouble too.

I always used to joke with Bill Epps on the number of Sigs versus Sappers at functions. Sigs always won but I think I should confess we had a lot more Sigs in the unit than Sappers.

I rang Alan Luby in Sydney and he said he & Edith were still plugging along. I also rang Bill Coker and he & Coral are well.

I got back home and did the phone around, and all are present and correct Sir.

Russ Blanch after a visit to Greenslopes in my absence is much better on some new tablets, and is sure they’re the answer. He is right into his garden again and it looks as though he’ll be right into the Spring Competition again this year. I am trying to plan my busy itinerary to get up to Bangalow and check him out. Ted Cholerton reports that he is progressing slowly but like the tortoise he will get there. He is most ably assisted by wife Dianne. I rang Beryl Cullen to report on Sprocky as she always asks after him. Beryl is pretty well. Still out of Kyogle on her property where she and Jim lived for so long. Eric Herd & Lorraine from Iluka are both well and hitting the little white ball, then chasing after in the buggy. Makes it a lot easier Eric reckons. Iluka is a lovely spot on the North side of the mouth of the Clarence River. That’s were Jack & Beryl Steen came to from Queensland to do their fishing. So long as a rotten flood doesn’t interrupt plans, eh Jack.

Jack & Beryl are both well probably planning their next trip down this way. Don’t make it too late mate!

The prawn trawlers have been getting some of their biggest catches in years; apparently the recent floods have pushed them out to sea.

Ken & Edith Jones from Barraba are both doing well and Ken still, like Eric & Lorraine still hitting the little white ball. Must be ok to do that. It is that long since I tried, I think I would have an air swing. 

Tom & Jean Yates doing okay at Kyogle, although Jean gets a bit of trouble from arthritis. I suggested she try my saviour Prednisolone. After my flare up in 97 it was the only stuff that did me any good. Some of my bowling mates have had similar good results.

I spoke at length with Bill & Beryl Walsh from West Kempsey. Bill’s having bother getting over the six bypasses he had. He is expecting to get some results from blood tests next Tuesday. Hang in there Bill we are all thinking of you.

Regards to all and keep well

G.Greenhalgh (Happy)

