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Albany’s Link to ANZAC 

Albany is situated 409km south East of Perth, and is the state’s oldest settlement. It was the scene of special celebrations on Anzac Day this year. People came from all over Australia to honour the event from where the first convoy left in World War 1.

The First Convoy: War was declared by the British Government on the 4th August 1914, three days after Germany declared war on Russia. Australia’s cabinet however had met on the 3rd and resolved to provide military support to the Mother Country as required. Following those declarations, plans were put in place that saw the largest Commonwealth convoy assembled in King George Sound in November 1914 bound for the middle east, and its troops for Gallipoli.

29,779 personnel, 7477 horses, and 70 guns were embarked on 38 transport ships,     

28 Australian and 10 New Zealand.  They were accompanied and protected by 6 warships one British and (remarkably) one Japanese cruiser, two Australian cruisers and two light cruisers of the New Zealand Squadron. 

The convoy sailed from Albany on Sunday 1st November 1914 at 5.45am. Albany was the last sight of Australia for thousands of young soldiers and sailors.

Other Convoys: Albany was the obvious place for the final rendezvous before leaving for the Middle East and Europe. The port has been the major trade link to Western Australia and therefore had the resources to bunker and support such fleets and it was big enough to hold them.

As a result, a second convoy was assembled in Albany within months. Necessities of war required other arrangements subsequently but Albany continued to play a role in the support of the war effort.

