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VALE RON LAWSON DOOK WX12529.

Ron passed away peacefully at home on Friday 25th May aged 85. He was born in Perth on 15.10.1915 and had three brothers (all deceased) and a sister Jean. His first job was a clerk with Goode Durrant & Murray, a big clothing firm. Ron loved his sport and was a good footballer. He played a number of seasons with East Perth, one of the leading teams at that time and was a member of their 1936 premiership side along with his lifelong friend Arch Campbell. He then moved to Kalgoorlie and was working in the mines when he enlisted in May 1941. It was in Kal that he met and fell in love with Agnes (Nan) Hunter, a charming lass and a champion swimmer. They were married in August 1944.

Ron served in 7 section in Timor. After the section was decimated on 20th February, the section was reformed and Ron was promoted and became Arch Campbell’s right hand man. Ron went on to serve as a sergeant in New Guinea in 10 section. His fine leadership qualities resulted in Ron doing an officer training course and serving out the war as a lieutenant with the 8th Commando Squadron in Bouganville where he was awarded an M.I.D. Ted Monk said Ron was a born leader who inspired confidence in those who served under him. He was a good man to be with when the going got tough.

After the war, now married, Ron played a bit of football and got a position with the Commonwealth Hostel Section in Graylands. A capable man, Ron gradually worked his way up the ranks serving with the Hostel Service in Adelaide, Canberra and finally in the Northern Territory where he was state manager.

Ron always took a keen interest in the Association’s affairs. He served on the committee in its early years and was treasurer in 1947/48. He was made a life member in 1955. Ron will be kindly remembered for providing the catering for our early Anzac day functions. It was good tucker at a very low cost. He was a great mate of the late Mick Calcutt and liked to have a bet always in moderation.

Ron and Nan, whose marriage lasted nearly 57 years, were a devoted couple. They had two daughters, Robyn and Jillian, and four grandchildren. Life was unkind to both Ron and Nan in their latter years. Ron had more than his share of health problems while Nan developed Alzheimers at a relatively early age. As her condition worsened she was forced to go into a nursing home. Ron’s devotion and love never wavered. Every day for a period of 8 years, he visited her with a small gift. Though not well himself his thoughts were always of her and his family. In the end he virtually faded away.

Ron’s funeral service was held on 30th May at Karrakatta. The 2/2nd were represented by Ray Aitken, John Burridge, Jack Carey, Dick Darrington, Jess Epps, Albie Friend, Keith & Val Hayes, Ted & Peg Monk, Ray Parry, Joe & Helen Poynton, Dusty Studdy, Don Turton and Doc. Wheatley.

Ray, Keith, Doc. and Ted were pallbearers and Ted said the Ode. A number of 8th Squadron members were also present to pay their respects.

Ron will be sadly missed. The Association extends its deepest sympathy to Robyn, Jillian and families on their sad loss.

Lest We Forget.

Keith Hayes.

______________________________________

News has been received from N.S.Wales that Frank (Slim) Thorpe passed away on 18th May last. Slim was a member of 2 section. A vale for Slim will appear in the September Courier. We extend our sincere sympathy to the Thorpe family. 

