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COMING EVENTS

ANZACG DAY TUESDAY, 25 APRIL
DAWN SERVICE AT KINGS PARK

9.45am Assemble at the usual place in the Terrace
10.00am March Off, Joe Poynton to lead.
Afterwards at the AIRWAYS HOTEL, 195 Adelaide Terrace

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
11AM TUESDAY, 9th MAY at ANZAC CLUB
The meeting will be followed by refreshments

MID YEAR SOCIAL

FRIDAY 7th JULY
11AM AT ANZAC CLUB

PLEASE MAKE A NOTE OF THE ABOVE DATES

BAROSSA SAFARI 1990 — 16-26th MARCH
12 MONTHS TO GO
Finalise your bookings now. It will be the event of the year
RE-READ FEBRUARY 1989 COURIER
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1989 COUNTRY CONVENTION PRESENTATION OF
AT GERALDTON COL DOIG’S HISTORY
18th-22nd SEPTEMBER TO PM via ROS KELLY,

ARRIVE: Monday 18th
CONVENTION: Tues 19th-Thurs 21st
DEPART: Friday 22nd

Recommended accommodation is available at
the new Ocean Centre Hotel, corner of
Cathedral Avenue and Foreshore Drive.
Licensee is Bob Ramage.

There are 51 air conditioned units, all offering
colour TV, Refrigerator, Tea/Coffee making
facilities, Private Facilities and Direct Dial
Telephones.

Daily rates are:
Single $50
Double $56
Triple $66.
Balcony units are $10 per day extra.
Full breakfast $8.50. Continental breakfast
$5.50.

For bookings, phone (099) 212 7777 or write to
the above address. No deposit is required.

The Belair Caravan Park and Holiday Centre
has caravan bays available at $10 per day for
two people, and 8 chalets at $28 per day for
two. Chalets can accommodate up to six —
rate for over two people is $3 per day per extra
person. Bring your own linen or hire it at $2.59
per set.

For bookings, phone (099) 21 1997 or write to
the above at Wilcock Drive, Geraldton. A
deposit is required.

Geraldton is 424 kms north of Perth and is a
comfortable drive of 5-6 hours. A Westrail bus
leaves Perth at 8.30am on the Monday, arriving
Geraldton at 2.15pm. A return bus leaves
Geraldton on the Friday at 8.30am, arriving
Perth at 2.15pm. Return fare at the concess-
ional rate, for pensioners and holders of the
Seniors Card, is $31.70. Pensioners may also
use their annual free travel entitlement.

The organisers, Peter Barden, Tom Foster and
Eric Weller are arranging an interesting itiner-
ary which will appear in the June Courier.

BOOKEARLY —ITWILLBE A GREAT WEEK

UNIT HISTORY
BY COLIN DOIG

Copies are again available. If you requrie one
or more, please contact Jack Carey. Current
price $23.50 including postage — but be quick.

Minister for Service Personnel,
Arts and Sclences
S

Mrs Ros Kelly, Minister for Service Personnel,
Aris and Sclence, accepts with pleasure Col
Doig’s book to present to P.M.

Your letter of 1.2.89 received. Jim did ring me
about the meeting you mentioned and yes, |
would be pleased to represent the Association
at that meeting on February 16.

We are both OK at the moment but, like
everyone else, we do have our bad days. We
very much enjoyed the time we spent in Ros
Kelly’s office and the tour of the private areas
of the Members’ swimming pool, gym, offices
etc. with her private secretary, Margaret. Ros
Kelly was very interested in the book and
asked many questions about it and the boys
from Timor. She also admired the plaque with
the motto “We yield to no-one” and said it will
hang proudly in the Caucus Room, but first
she would keep it in her office for a while and
admire it.

| also gave Ros a copy of an article about Col
and a photograph of him surrounded by his
papers, books etc., which appeared in the
‘West Australian’ newspaper. As Minister for
Service Personnel, Arts and Science, she was
pleased and grateful to share the war exper-
iences and memories with such a special
group of men. | wish Col could have a tape of
what she said, but | did get some photographs.

Best wishes to all over there.
Dan Daniels.

EDITORS NOTE: Dan designed the plaque —
thanks so much Dan.
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THE EDITOR

This is a very interesting account of what
happened on the morning of 20th February
1942 when members of 7 Section ‘C’ Platoon
were surprised by the Japanese en route to
Dili.

Peter has graphically captured his exploits and
incarceration from that moment on. It took
many years to encourage him to write of his
experiences, and here they are laid bare.
Maybe we can urge him to complete his
account of all that happened to him as a guest
of Nippon from that day until 1945.

Thanks Peter for loaning portion of your
memoirs so that all can catch up on a history
making event.

PETER ALEXANDER’S STORY

On the morning of 20th February, the sun was
battling to break through the heavy fog that
still persisted over “Three Spurs” situated in
the foothills of Portuguese Timor, this was
where part of the Australian 2nd Independent
Company was camped.

No. 7 Section of “C” Platoon were up and
about, most heading down to the waterfall for
their daily ablution, boy! was that water cold!
Anyone who still had romantic thoughts of girl
friends back home, soon had those thoughts
washed away when that water hit them. A
quick towel down and into the clothes, the ra-
tion truck was due to arrive and no one could
afford to be caught with his pants down.

Today was the big day, a day’s leave into Dili,
the thought in everyone’s mind was food,
something different from buffalo meat and
rice, which had made up the bulk of our food
over the last few weeks, boats from Darwin
never reached Portuguese Timor, they only
got as far as Koepang, the capital of Dutch
Timor. So luxuries like beer and cigarettes
were a thing of the past. Not that cigarettes

worried me, that's one vice | never had. Asmart -

sprint back up the road to deposit our towels,
pick up our rifles and tin hats, then all aboard
the army ute, a big of a crush (14, including the
driver), no one worried about the travelling
conditions. The topic of conversatio as
food, eggs and fried chicken being the most
popular. Then some one brought up the
subject about the Portuguese soldiers, who
were supposed to be arriving any day now, to
relieve our Unit, then we could to back to
Dutch Timor, or even Darwin. Perhaps the
Porto’s might even have arrived last night, if
that was so, we would have a drink with themin
Dili.

Down out of the foothills roared the ute, across
malaria riddled Tibar flats, then the climb up
onto the coast road, that overlooked the ocean
and what a sight! Ships in the channel! The

‘Portuguese had arrived at last! On the side of

the road was a very old truck with a Javanese
soldier standing by it; our driver pulled up
alongside to see if he could offer some help,
but after a close look at the engine, decided
nothing could be done.

The Javanese spoke no English, we spoke no
Javanese. “Whata pity!” The last we saw of him
he was making a smart sprint down the road.
He must have been thinking, “There goes
some very brave Australians, or some very
stupid ones.” Little did we know we were
driving up on to the rear end of a big Jap Force
heading for Dili. A few miles further down the
road, the truck was brought to a halt by a burst
of machine gun fire. | remember someone
saying, “These Portuguese bastards are not
very friendly, we had better get out and have a
word with them.” We got out of the ute, to be
surrounded by these slit eyed little blokes, still
thinking they were Porto’s. We quickly had
those thoughts dispelled when one of them
produced a roll of Sig wire and each of us ahd
his hands securely tied behind the back.

Ten of us were pushed back into the ute and
four walked alongside, one of these being my
best mate, Keith Hayes. | wasn’t to see Keith
again until three and a half years later on the
wharf at Fremantle. He had been shot and
bayonetted, left for dead, but he still managed
to pull through.

The ute, with ajap driving, had only just started
to move, when amachine gun opened up onit.
Luckily for us in the back, the bloke operating
the gun, had his sights set a bit too high. One
burst ripped through the top of the ute’s
canopy, it was then we were told to get out and
into the drain. That was a big mistake on their
part, for the bloke behind that machine gun
must have had it sighted straight along that
ditch.

The Japs were all spread along the opposite
side to us and that was where the next couple
of bursts were aimed. The Japs copped a few
casualties in that short exchange. The one
opposite me let out a scream and | looked
across to see his knee cap had been sliced by a
bullet and appeared to be held by a thin piece
of skin. After the firing ceased the Japs were in
an ugly mood, we were ordered out of the drain
and to stand in a line, a length of Sig wire was
then passed through the piece that already
bound our wrists and so down along the line. |
was on one end.

It was then that this Jap about four feet tall with
afacelike an ape came dancing down the front
of the line pointing to a Lewis gun magazine he
was holding, then pointing to us. He was
making his point quite clear. Another Jap then
produced a packet of cigarettes and pro-
ceeded to light and place one in each mouth.
When he got to me, | promptly spat it out, that
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one vice | never had and it looked a bit late to
start taking it up then. | was thinking back to a
remark Ken Hogg made when we were having
our hands tied behind the back. He remarked
that he hoped someone had brought along a
pack of cards, said we would need something
to fill in the time. Where we were going | don't
think cards would be allowed.

The number one Jap on the gun appeared to
be having a bit of trouble with the mechanism,
little monkey face was getting impatient, he
wanted to get that magazine he was holding
attached to the gun. | don't think it would have
been the first time he had done a job of this
kind. These Japs had come from Hong Kong to
Ambon to Timor. That Lewis gun that was being
set up was probably captured on one of those
islands.

It was at this stage a lone Jap came full belt out
of the trees, screaming his head off, he pulled
up and started jabbering to the officer-in-
charge. | think the same thought passed
through all our minds, perhaps we were going
to getareprieve. | have heard it said, one’s dirty
past flashes before one’s eyes when caught up
in this situation, | must have led a clean life, |
don’t remember anything dirty going past my
eyes. The officer gave an order and a Jap came
up and cut me off the end of the line, that was
the last time | was to see my mates. | don’t ever
remember hearing that machine gun fire, so |
was always living in hope that they were not
gunned down. A couple of prods with the
bayonet and | was told to hurry it up, back
along atrack where that running Jap had come
from.

A few hundred yards further on we came to a
Jap officer sitting under a palm tree, he was
making a meal out of a tin of baked beans.
Alongside the officer was another Jap who
spoke very good English, he told me that
Captain So and So wanted to know what we
had done with the Japanese Consul, his wife
and family. | had ten minutes to tell them, if |
didn’t, my head would be cut off. Talk about
out of the frying pan into the fire! | never knew
there was a Jap Consul in Timor, let alone
knowing where he was!

As the minutes ticked away, more Japs started
to gather round, as | was to learn later, a
beheading was a big event, if the victim wasn't
decapitated with the first stroke of the sword,
the officer could lose face. While the last few
minutes were ticking away, there was one
mighty explosion from somewhere up in the
foothills.

The Japs lost interest in the execution, all
having their say as to what caused the bang,
maybe they were thinking a bombardment was
about to start. By the time the Japs all settled
down again the clock must have gone past the
ten minutes allowed to answer the question.
There was to be another interruption, a Jap

coming down the track, yelling and pointing
back over his shoulder, then there came into
view what looked like a few civilians. They
turned out to be the Japanese Consul and
family. When they eventually arrived there was
much bowing and scraping going on, after
about fifteen minutes they all must have
decided to head for Dili. The interpreter said
something to the officer, who gave an order,
the interpreter then told me | was to be taken
into Dili and maybe they might let me live.

It was not until we were eventually in the main
street in Dili that my hands were untied. That
was sure a relief, although it must have taken
an hour before the blood really started to
circulate through them again. It was here that|
met up with about twenty Javanese P.O.W's
and ten or twelve Dutch, including a Dr.
Bloomsma, whom the Dutch said was reported
to be one of the best surgeons in Java.

Two or three of the Dutch spoke English, also a
couple of the Javanese. It was while | was
sitting down speaking to the Dutch, a platoon
of Japs came down the street and halted
opposite to where we were. They were
dismissed and a lot of them came over:to
inspectthe P.O.W’s. One said something to the
interpreter, who pointed to me, the Jap then
came up and gave me a boot in the ribs, then
went off with a satisfied look on his face. The
interpreter told me that was a very angry Japa-
nese soldier, whose best friend was killed in the
fighting round the aerodrome last night.

The Japs didn’t appear to be worried much
about the Dutch or Javanese, it was the
Australians they were crooked on. Their pro-
nunciation of Australian sounded something
like ‘““Australica” and the Dutch were
“Hollanda.”

The day wore on with still no sign of a drink
coming up, the interpreter had long gone, so
there was no one to communicate with.
Eventually when the mosquitoes started to
attack, the guards must have thought it was
time to move. We were taken in and around to
the back of one of the buildings that lined the
street and put into a shed that looked as
though it could have been used as a stable, the
floor was covered in about six inches of straw.
Tm of the Javanese were taken away and
ev®ntually arrived back with two buckets of
water and a few tins of Dutch rations. After a
drink and a small portion of meat cut off one of
the tins; it was like eating sawdust, when |
asked one of the Dutchemen what it was, he
told me, horsemeat.

Later on were were lined up and counted by
the new guard taking over, then we were told to
get some sleep; it was then | discovered the
straw was full of big yellow centipedes! | was
told by the Javanese, not to worry, they were
not poisonous! The Japs changed their guard
every hour and the incoming guard would not
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take over until the prisoners were in a straight
line and the count was correct. Boy! What a
night! Between mosquitoes have a feast, the
centipedes crawling around, then guards
screaming their heads off every hour, no one
got much sleep that night.

It was just starting to break day when the Japs

told us to move outside and on to the road
where a truck was waiting. We were lined up
and counted and it was then that | heard that
word “Australica” spoken again, two of them
came down the line and stopped in front of me.
Ithought, “Christ, not another shooting party!”
They said something to each other, then one
walked over to the cab of the truck and came
back with a piece of rag and tied it around my
arm.

The interpreter arrived on the scene and | was
told if | tried to escape or refused to work, |
would be shot. We then boarded the truck and
were driven out to the aerodrome where the
Japs had started to lengthen the runway. The
paddy fields across the road had to be
flattened out, this was where | was introduced
to my first Chunkel, sort of a pick and shovel
combined. It wasn’t to be the last time | was to
use one, they played a big part in the building
of the “Burma Railway” on which | was to toil
later.

One incident that comes to mind, that day
while toiling on the runway: The Japs arrived
with this bloke, | had seen him before when our
company first arrived in Dili. 'm not sure what
nationality he was; he certainly wasn’'t Por-
tuguese or Timorese, but | remember he was
the proud owner of an old truck, and transport
being very scarce, he got a bit of work carrying
company gear in and around Dili. The Japs
arrived with him on the back of a truck, pulled
up near a hole on the edge of the runway,
unloaded him, took him across, stood him up in
the hole, his head and shoulders just
sticking out of the top, then proceded to bury
him. They finally left him with only his head
sticking out of a mound of dirt. He was letting it
be known he was neutral in this war, but I'm
afraid it fell on deaf ears. | think one of the
locals must have told the Japs about him
helping us out when we first arrived.

The guards finally called it a day, when the sun
disappeared behind the hills. When we
boarded the truck, the bloke was still in the
hole, he sure must have been thirsty, | don’t
remember him being allowed a drink through-
out the day. On arriving back at the stable, we
found the Japs had thrown in a bit of gear,
mostly Dutch. Included among the bits and
pieces was one of our Unit’s sleeping bags; on
taking aclose look atiit, | found it had belonged
to Sig Gannon, who | was to find out later had
been killed in the fighting around the Drome.
That sleeping bag was to prove a Godsend
over the next three and a half years, especially

on the Burma Railway, where the nights could
get pretty chilly. There were times when | had
to share it with bugs and lice, the bugs | could
evict, but the lice proved a bit more trouble-
some. | never did find out the fate of the poor
old bloke in the hole.

When we arrived back at the drome the next
morning, he wasn’t to be seen, butthe hole was
filled in and smoothed over, so we all had a fair
idea where he was. The next couple of weeks
passed by with the P.O.W’'s working on the
drome and unloading the odd boat, which
continued to arrive out in the bay. The material
unloaded consisted mainly of bags of rice,
these were put on Jap landing barges, which
were then brought in to the beach. It was about
this time that the Japs decided to make their
first push into the hills to get rid of the
Australians once and for all.

A big force was assembled near Dili, including
acouple of mountain guns and a few of the top
officers were astride horses. The P.O.W's were
invited along for the trip, each one being
weighted down with a sack of rice. | had a
length of rope tied around the middle and a
Jap guard tagging along about ten feet back
on the other end; | felt like a dog being taken
out for a stroll. After a few hours of marching,
we were beginning to approach the Australian
camp on “Three Spurs.”

Atthis pointa Timorese, who had been leading
the show, started waving his arms about and
pointing towards the camp. At this stage, a
peculiar thing happened, the Japs grabbed the
Dutch Doctor and marched him out in front of
the column. Apparently they were thinking if
the Australians opened up, the presence of the
Doctor in front, would make it awkward for
them. No shots were exchanged and when we
eventually came level with the camp, | could
not believe my eyes, the whole hillside where
our camp had been was flattened; that
magazine that was blown, sure packed a punch!

The road on up past “Three Spurs” started a

sharp incline, it was here that | was to observe

that the Japs were not fit. Before the column

had reached half way to the top, | think we

used to call it-the “Look Out,” a lot of them-
started handing over their packs to the

Javanese, a couple even gave over their rifles.
At this stage a halt was called, a Jap had

collapsed in the middle of the road. He got no

sympathy from his mates, a couple of swift

kicks in the ribs and told to get up. | was to find

outthatif there was one thing Japs hated it was

asick man, they reckoned if you were sick you

could not eat, so therefore there was no rice

ration. The Dutch Doctor was called back to

have a look at the Jap, who was found to be

suffering from malaria.

The march got underway again, with the

officers on the horses going to the front and
the P.O.W’s running second. The rope that
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held me had become taut, the Jap on the end
was begining to shorten stride, | was pleased
when the top was eventually reached. The
officers had dismounted, one of them gave an
order and the two Japs, who had handed over
their rifles to the Javanese to carry were
marched over and stood to attention before
one of them. They then received a tongue
lashing, followed by a severe face massage, in
other words, a few smart back handers. After
about half an hour's rest and a cup full of rice,
we were on the feet and headed towards
Railaco, that was the furthest native village |
had been to when my section was camped at
“Three Spurs.”

It was while the Japs were still some distance
from Railaco, spasmodic rifle fire broke out,
the column broke up, with Japs fanning out up
the side of the hills. A mountain gun was
brought into action and a couple of shells
dispatched into the air. Here | think there was
more chance they had disposed of a few of
their own blokes, rather than Australians. It
took about an hour to regroup and then on
towards Railaco, which was reached about
dusk.

After the usual cup of rice and a small portion
of whale meat, the P.O.W's were then placed in
ahutwith aguardin attendance. | don'tthink a
guard was needed, we were all asieep within
seconds of hitting the floor. Those sacks of
rice didn't get any lighter by the time we had
reached Railaco. The dawn broke all too
quickly, the usual rice and a piece of dried fish
and after about an hour the show was ready to
get on the road again. There was to be one
holdup, the mules pulling the mountain guns
refused to budge; must have reckoned they
had come far enough. After much screaming,
belting and pushing, the mules took off,
scattering Japs right and left.

Things eventually settled down and the
column moved along at a much quicker rate;
the country appeared to be much flatter.
Things went well until we reached a fairly wide
river, which had been spanned by a concrete
bridge, but that bridge in the past couple of
weeks had been blown apart. This caused the
Japs a bit of a problem, the troops could wade
across, theriver being down to avery low level,
the guns were the problem, these were event-
ually pulled apart and manhandled over. The
crossing of the river took up most of the
morning and it was late into the afternoon
when the japs arrived at the next village,
unknown to me, but there were a few
Portuguese men, women and children around
the Jap officers were doing a bit of question-
ing, about Australians | presumed.

We left the village, which | think could have
been “Vila Maria” the next morning and on up
into the mountains. Early into the afternoon,
ominous storm clouds started to build up, the

lightning flashed and thunder rolled through
the hills. The Japs called a halt and started
looking for shelter, of which there wasn't any,
not evena native hut. The P.O.W's were herded
together and told to sit down. A Jap sergeant
came up, said something to one of the guards
and | was taken across to the nearest tree, told
to sitdown nexttoitand then my lead rope was
securely bound around me and the tree. | think
that was to be the most uncomfortable night |
was ever to put in.

Whenthe rain came it just bucketed down. The
Japs tried lighting fires, but soon gave it away,
itwas just hopeless. The Japs had wet weather
gear, the P.O.W's were soaked to the skin in the
first few minutes of the rain starting. Boy! It
sure could get cold in those mountains, one
could hear the teeth chattering all round
including mine. The rain continued well on
into the night before abating.

With the first light of dawn, the Japs were up
and about, within an hour they had packed
their gear, turned their backs on the mountains
and the Australians and were heading down
the track and back to Dili. The river where the
bridge had been blown proved a headache for
the Japs. The water had risen considerably
due to the overnight downpour. The biggest
holdup was the mules, they just didn't want
anything to do with that water, after much
coaxing and pushing they eventually swam
across.

The crossing of the river took up most of the
morning and it was getting dark by the time
Railaco was reached. The Japs spent the night
there, then headed for Dili the next day. We
were to receive another drenching near Three
Spurs, that didn't worry me much, it was much
better getting wet walking along, than sitting
down tied to a tree.

Dili was eventually reached late in the after-
noon, all the P.O.W's were tired and hungry,
we had seen more meal times, than meals. |
was wondering what the officers-in-charge
had to tell their superiors about their sojourn
into the mountains, probably that the
Australians had been eliminated and everyone
could sleep safely in their beds.

It was only about a week later | was laken
before a Jap officer, who wanted to know how
they could get the Australians to surrender.
Apparently they had given the Javanese notes
to take up, but they had been told if they came
back again they would be shot. | told the
interpreter that | would take a note up and”’
maybe | could talk them into coming back with
me. This was repeated to the officer, who had a
bit of a laugh, apparently told the interpreter
the scenery in the hills was very beautifuland |
might stop there admiring it.

One afternoon we were taken down to the
foreshore, a Jap boat had just arrived and
anchored in the bay. It had hardly settled in,
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when out of the cloud cover came a plane; |
knew it was one of ours, a different sound to
the Japs. | thought “you beaut, hereis one boat
we won't have to unload.” It camein low and let
go with a stick of bombs and missed by the
proverbial mile. The Dutch and Javanese had a
laugh, even the Japs told me “Australica pilot
numbertenca,” | was thinking that way myself.
Bet that bomb aimer’s ears were burning when
he eventually landed back in Darwin, every
time a bag of rice was dumped on my
shoulders, | cursed him.

A few days after the bombing incident, we
were told to pack our gear, we were being
moved to a new camp, an empty house down
the end of the street. | wasn’t sorry to leave the
straw bed and the centipedes, although | do
think we had just about eradicated them. The
house at the end of the street could have
belonged to a Portuguese family. It consisted
of four rooms, a porch across the front and a
type of a kitchen out in the backyard. The
house was made of brick and cement and not
of bamboo, which most of the houses in the
area were made of.

This was to prove very lucky for the P.O.W’s a
week or so later. It was just after settling in that
the Japs announced that they would be bring-
ing in another P.O.W., an Australian. | could
not believe my ears, | felt sorry for the poor
bloke having been captured, but it was going
to be nice to have someone to yarn with, who
spoke Aussie.

In due course a truck arrived with the P.O.W.
aboard. He turned out to be a West Aussie
mate of mine, Merv Ryan! Merv told me how he
had been wounded in the fighting round the
drome and the next day had been picked up by
the Portuguese and taken to their hospital,
where the Japs had kept a close eye on him
and when he eventually was able to get around
on crutches, thought it was time he went
behind barbwire. It was only a few days after
Merv arrived atthe camp that we were to have a
visit from some more Aussies, but these blokes
had no intentions of staying.

It must have been after midnight, when all the
P.O.W. were rudely awakened to the rattle of
machine guns and rifle fire, Jap guards racing
through the house, banging doors and
windows shut. Bullets could be heard thudd-
ing into the cement walls, the odd one tearing
away the wooden window slats and into the
walls of the room, to have stood up would have
been asking for trouble.

After about ten minutes things quitened down
a bit, a couple of small Jap tanks arrived on the
scene and could be heard spraying a few
rounds outinto the undergrowth. Two or three
Dutch had army field stretchers to sleep on,
the Japs raced into the house and quickly
confiscated these. | don’t think anyone went
back to sleep that night. There appeared to be

a few new faces among the guards and the
guard hut down the road looked to be in need
of a few repairs. One Jap came into the yard
carrying arifle and a Aussie hat, he proceeded
to point to these, then started stamping on the
ground telling us the owner was now under-
ground. We did learn later that there were no
Aussie casualties in that raid, the rifle and had
had been dropped in the getaway.

A few nights later we were awakened by rifle
fire, everyone thought the same thing, another
raid, butit wasn’tto be, a pig had been coming
into the yard tearing the ground up, so the
Javanese decided to set a trap. This consisted
of asloping trench about four metres long and
into the walls they put sharpened bamboo
sticks and some rice at the end for bait. The
pointed bamboo allowed the pig to go forward,
but not being able to turn around had to try and
back out, which proved impossible, eventually
it was not a pig, but one big dog that walked
into the trench. He soon began to let everyone
know he wasn’t very happy in there and the
Japs apparently were not keen on getting him
out, so decided to silence him with a few well
aimed shots.

Next morning the Javanese were all smiles, |
think they preferred the dog to a pig. Lots were
drawn to see which two would have the tail,
apparently this was the best part of the animal.
Therest of the carcass was left lying in the yard
until we returned from work that night. Then
the big barbecue was on. Merv and | stuck to
ourrice and green stew, although | must admit
the dog smelt good, we were to partake of
some Timor pony later on.

One day a group of Japs arrived at the camp,
including an interpreter. One of the Japs had
his shirt off and was displaying a number of
tattoos, | couldn’t spot one dedicated to his
mother. Theinterpreter told us that this gallant
Japanese soldier, who had been brought to
Timor, was known as the “Singapore Tiger”
and he would be going up into the hills and kill
all the Australian soldiers. The “Tiger” then
proceeded to demonstrate his swordsmanship
by laying low all the vegetation in the front
yard. The guards didn’t inform him there were
two Australians in the audience, perhaps they
did not want their workforce reduced by two.
We were to hear later that the “Tiger” was
eliminated on his first trip into the hills.

The days continued to drag by, then one day
we were informed that we were to be taken
down to the prison camp at Koepang where
there were many Dutch and Australian prison-
ers. We were all loaded aboard a couple of
landing barges and proceeded down along the
coast. | wasn't sorry when we eventually
arrived at the port of Atapupu. Those landing
barges can sure get hot, the Japs were O.K.
sitting under a canopy. It was then out of the
barges and onto trucks, the next stop being the
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town of Atumbaca. We were placed in a

deserted Dutch school, just across the road
there were old Dutch Barracks occupied by
the Japs.

It was late into the afternoon, the P.O.W’s were
sitting out the front of the school with the Jap
guards in attendance, when four planes were
seen approaching. One of the guards made the
remark “Nippon Number One,” he had hardly got
the words out of his mouth, when the planes
went into a dive over the barracks, opened UK
with machine guns and let go a few bombs.
couple of the bombs landed between the bar-
racks and the school spraying a lot of schrapnel
around. The action was all over in a couple of
minutes, the planes heading back the way they
had appeared from.

Next day it was back on the trucks, it was at
Atumbaca that | was to meet up with another
West Australian, Harry Holder. Harry like many
other P.O.W. had been forced into driving
trucks, there were very few Japs who could
drive. It was on down through the island until
the prison camp was eventually reached, the
site was a coconut plantation a few miles out of
Koepang. The Penfoi aerodrome was close by
and we had a grandstand seat whenever the
RAAF came to do it over. Also, we would count
the Jap bombers and fighters heading out for
Darwin, then the count would be on again as
they started to arrive back, it did the old morale
a bit of good, when it appeared that a few did
not make the return trip.

| must say it was a different atmosphere being
in the camp at the Dutch end of the island,
being able to walk around yarning with other
Australians, going for a swim, one side of the
camp backed down onto a beach and ocean. |
was just beginning to settle into this style of life
when the Japs decided it wasn't to be.
Practically everyone with a WX number and
including most of the top officers from other
Units were told to pack their belongings and
prepare to be moved out to a boat that arrived
in the bay.

It was at this point | was to say Goodbye to
Merv, he had been placed in the hospital hut. It
was nearly three years before | was to see him
again. When the landing barges moved out
into the bay and headed towards the boat, |
remember looking towards the mountains and
thinking about my unit, which was still fighting
on, that served to lift my ego quite a bit.

CHARLIE KING

Our great old member has been contacted by
Don Turton who found him in good health.
Charlie, we want to see you and Mary at our
functions in the future — we all love you both.

April 1989
)

VALE DUDLEY TAPPER

On the 17th February, 1989 Dudley Tapper
passed to his well deserved higher reward.

In writing this obituary to my dearest friend, |
feel that | am walking on my own graveg Army
wise, we walked a very parallel course. We
found one another at Northam Camp, both
reinforcements to 6th Div. Cav.

We joined the “Hush Hush” together, trained
together, we formed and trained a Section of
2nd Independent Coy together. We stuck
together through thick and thin right through
the War in a sort of a way, me an officer, Dudley
my top NCO.

He was loyalty personified to all who served
with him. | think he was always too self effacing
for some higher authority to recognise his true
worth as an outstanding soldier with very high
leadership qualities. If ever a person should
have carried a Commission it was Dud Tapper.
He performed officer duties for a considerable
part of his Army career and endeared himself
to all those he led. He was loved by 5 Sectionin
away that was paternal. For sheer shrewdness
and Army know how he was in a class on his
own. So much for his outstanding Army
career. :

Prior to enlistment Dud was a clerk with a chaff
and grain merchant in Perth but, having
married Audrey in Adelaide, he decided to
domicile himself in South Australia. He took a
C.R.T.S. Course in bricklaying and continued
in that trade for the rest of his working life, fora
time in his own business, but withill health and
other problems he finished up working as
journeyman for other employers.

Life was more than a bit of a battle for Dud and
it seems that life has its queer way of dealing
with the really good people of this world.

In the early days of the Association, Dudley
was the life and soul of affairs in South
Australia. He originally organised every
function held there. When the Safari of 1968
passed through Adelaide we had the greatest
of great times in that City, largely due to
Dudley. Then, going to Timor in 1969 and
coming back, we got a marvellous welcome
from Dud and Co. The S.A. Safari of 1979,
when they played host to all Australia, was a
truly great performance and | was able to
proudly present Dudley with his Life Member-
ship. Right up to the bitter end he was still
taking the strongest interest in preparing for
the Safari in the Barossa Valley in 1990. Just
shows what a man he was.

A facet of his nature not known to very many
was his true gentleness and his love of all living
things. He just hated to see things killed, for
any reason.

He was a good citizen in every way and a great
home lover. He was a most loving husband and
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father and gave his all to his family. Audrey and
Brenton will miss him in a big way.

The 2/2nd Commando Squadron and the
2/2nd Commando Association have lost a
great member. His demise will leave a great
many friends truly bereaved.

Our sincere sympathy to Audrey and Brenton
and to all the Tapper family.

My truly great mate has gone to eternal rest.
Col Doig.

STOP PRESS NEWS
TIMOR DOCUMENTARY

Dear Archie,

Just a short note to keep you up with the latest
with “Independent Company.”

The program goes to air ‘Australia wide’ on
Sunday, 30th April at 7.30 E.S.T. on SBS
Television. It is the second in the series
“Warrior, Friends and Foes.”

The other programs in order are:

| hope the war will be over soon — 23rd April
—about Vietnam

Women in War — 7th May

The Sword and the Flower — about Japan
—14th May

Flowers of Rethymnon — the program we
made about Crete — 21st May.

Each program has a short introduction by Sir
Edward ‘Weary’ Dunlop.

| hope that you can include these details in “The
Courier’ and keep your fingers crossed that SBS
don’t change the dates!

My very best wishes,
Colin South.

W.W.C.P.

BOB BURNS is having a real battle with the
scourge but, knowing his positive approach we
are sure he will get back on top and A1 health.
All members are right behind you Bob and, with
Joan’s close ministrations, we are confident you
will beat the odds and rebound as you did
previously. God bless and good luck.

CLARRIE VARIAN continues to have
problems but he is a real fighter and defies the
attacks that beset him. Our wish Clarrie is that
before long you will shake off the shackles and
return to the path of good health. Good luck
—we are with you all the way.

DOUG FULLARTON has had a series of tests
and setbacks but, true to his nickname
“Punchy,” heisin there swinging to be sure he
gets back to calmer waters. Edna is a great

morale booster and the way.she looks after
Doug they are a team that will be hard to beat.
God bless and good luck from us all.

BERNIE CALLINAN has been hospitalised
since 6th February after being hit by a taxi
which resulted in a badly bruised left leg from
hip to ankle, but no bones broken. He did,
however, suffer on the right side, four broken
ribs. As we all know, Bernie is a very resilient
person and he will rebound to mobility in the
very near future. Naomi will be a great morale
booster when you are in the recovery area.
God bless you both, we are all right behind
you.

A MESSAGE OF CHEER

BERYL SMITH, widow of our late esteemed
member, Arthur, has had a long spell in
Fremantle Hospital fighting severe injuries
sustained on New Year’s Day when her car
skidded in loose gravel. Beryl is made of stern
stuff and many of our members, including the
ladies, have seen her or sent messages of good
cheer. She deserves a return to 100% fitness
and our prayers are with her. God bless you
Beryl and may tons of good luck be just around
the corner.

AUSTRALIAN COMMANDO
ASSOCIATION

It is five years since this National Association
was formed for the purpose of being included
in discussions and being kept posted on
Veteran Affairs at the national level. Then, the
dissemination of the information to all Assoc-
iations. The people responsible have done a
fine job.

The Annual General Meeting was held in
Canberra on Thursday, 16th February, 1989
and the following were elected to office for
1989/90:

President M. L. Sheehan
Vice Presidents W. Hardgrave
W. A. Littler

Sec/Treasurer G. W. L. Tropman

We wish them the best of luck for the ensuing
year and assure them of our support where
required. High on the agenda is the Integration
of Repatriation General Hospitals into State
Hospital Systems, which is of great import to
all Veterans.
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DONATIONS

George Fletcher, Harry Holder, Doc Wheatley,
Arch Campbell, Don Young, Ron Dook, Don
Hudson, Jim McLaughlin, Bob Burns, Dick
Darrington, Mark Jordan, Don Turton, Gerry
Maley, Bob Smyth, John Burridge, Henry
Sproxton, Mick Morgan, Stan Payne, Colin
South, Tom Martin, Charlie Gorton, Paddy
Kenneally, Bill Coker, Ron Archer, John
Fowler, Joyce Chapman, Wilf March, Alby
Martin, Syd McKinley, Gus O’Connor, Ralph
Conley, Tony Adams, K. A. Sargent, J. E.
Prendergrast, Aldyth Laffer, Alma Moore,
Gwenda Kirkwood, Gordon Watts, Dulcie Gay,
Reg Harrington, Geordie Hamilton-Smith,
Bernie Callinan, Slim Thorpe, Pat Campbell,
Cisco Coles, Kel Carthew, Jerry Haire, Peter
Barden, George Coulson.

CORRESPONDENCE
CORNER

G. R. Watts,
2/7 Fleming Street,
Glenorchy 7010

A few lines from one of the boys from Tassie.

Enclosing a small donation for the Courier.
Gerald Slade put me in for the Courier when
you had a good roll call at Phillip Island. | was
sorry | could not make it but do hope to go to
Adelaide in 1990.

| keep in touch with Les Hills and Gerald Slade
and pick up a bit of news from them.

| hope this finds you all as well as can be
expected and wish one and all a very merry
Christmas and propserous new year.

Yours kindly,
Gordon Watts

F. Thorpe
15 North Street
Greta 2334

It has taken me years to get around to this letter
writing, ajob | don’t like much, especially when
there isn’t anything to write about.

| am enclosing a donation and know it will be
put to very good use.

Haven’t seen any of our members or been
anywhere for years. | suppose | am just an old
stay-put — stay where | won't cause any
trouble.

| trust all members of the 2/2nd are as well as
myself at present and keep on enjoying
themselves.

Yours faithfully,

Frank Thorpe (Slim) (Kyogle).

P. Campbell
30 Castleton Quays
Esperance 6450

Enclosing cheque for whatever and would you
please send me a couple of Double Diamond
car stickers.

We are leaving with another couple on the 17th
April for another trip roughing it, this time
goingto Laverton, Docker River to Ayers Rock,
Coober Pedy to Birdsville, across to
Longreach and down to Brisbane to see
Hoopers, then back across the top and down
our west coast.

We have had Barbara and Stan Payne staying
in the caravan park for a week and have had
most enjoyable times with them.

A very hot, dry summer, most unlike
Esperance.

Regards,
Pat Campbell.

C. V. Pacey
9 Brushy Creek Road
Lenah Valley 7008

When you pick up a pen to write afew lines, itis
found that news is not easy to come by.

Recently | had a visit from a chap called Bill
Petersen who lives at Fish Creek in Victoria. He
was a member of the Sigs who went to New
Britain. Also, through the same visit | met
Gerald Slade who lives here in Lenah Valliey. |
understand he was also a member of the Unit
when posted to New Britain.

Please give my regards to all, and may they all
enjoy the best of health and life in general. It
certainly is great to look upon some of the
older, well known faces that appear in Rogues
Gallery. .

Thank you for Legacy information — will now
work through our local RSL.

Enclosed is a donation towards Courier
expenses.

Regards,
Vic Pacey.

R. Coles
26 Hereford St
Stockton 2295

Enclosing a cheque for the Courier.

All being well, Max Thornton and | will see you
all at the 1990 Barossa Valley Safari.

Am feeling extra well at present.
God bless.
Cisco.
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W. J. ElImore
19 Cadorna St
Launceston 7248
A few lines to let you Know I'm still in the land
of the living.
Saw Lance Bomford a few weeks ago and
sorry to say he isn’'t the best, was very
surprised to see the change in him. Don’t see
many of the boys, only at our reunion which is
this month.
Am enclosing a cheque towards the Courier
which | look forward to.

Regards to all.
Wal.

G. and B. Coulson
313 Bradman Ave
Marrochydore 4558

George told me one of the reasons he married
me was because he hates writing letters, so
here goes.

We had a visit from Theo Adams, his daughter
Thea and Angus MacLachlan, their driver. We
toured the Sunshine Coast with them and
visited Ron and Betty Host for afternoon tea.
We dined at the Mooloolaba Yacht Club and
really enjoyed their visit.

George and | leave for a9 week trip to England
and the Continent on 5th June and intend
having a going away 2/2nd barbecue up here
at the end of May. The 2/2 Queensland mob
are coming up to give us a few clues on what to
look for and do while away. | guess you can’t
wait to see all the photos etc. we will have to
bore everyone with at the Barossa Safari. We
waited 9 times to get a grand-daughter and
now they have taken her to Oxford for 12
months while our son-in-law does a course for
the Army. We are using this as the excuse to go
over for her first birthday party. One helluva
long way to go for a party eh!

Enclosed is a donation for the Courier.
Regards,
The Coulsons.

N. Teague
97 Northumberland Dr
E. Ballina 2478

Sincere thanks for all the wonderful letters and
cards | received after Ron’s passing. Also, the
wonderful “Double Diamond” attendance at
his funeral was much appreciated by my family
and myself. | just know that Ron would have
been very pleased to think that so many of his
hold mates had travelled so far to bid him
farewell.

To my knowledge, | have answered all
personal correspondence, but in case | have
missed anyone, please accept my gratitude.

All being well | shall move back towards the
Sydney area, as most of my family life there.
Ron and | retired to Ballina “by the sea” as we
both loved the water so much and spent the
last few enjoyable years together in an ideal
setting.

Enclosed is a cheque for the Courier which |
would be pleased to receive.

Sincerely,
Nance.

K. Carthew
18 Brixton Road
Elizabeth North 5113

We moved to the above address during the
Adelaide heat wave which has lasted for about
8 days.

We had a meeting at Keith and Betty’s home
last week and | must say Keith is doing a great
job as Secretary of the Safari Committee.

We are still unpacking so must away.
Enclosed is a donation for the Associaiton.
Yours sincerely,

Kel Carthew.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS

MALEY, G.
Gerry and Dot
1/6 Kurdal Road
Coodanup 6210
(09) 581 3170

HOLMES, G.
Gordon

5 Bowler Place
Kojonup 6395
(098) 31 1335
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