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,«.,M/HAT OF 1964?

at this time of the
" moment and look

T‘h# WMB “of 4963, will_not

1mmted to-any-.great. extent.
It seemed-ito follow the. pattern of
se:many: of: the; .post-war. years with
tensions in mast: parts of :the world
and. full: bloedgd fighting. -in - other
4. will. probably -be remem-

,-and . of course for the
arly in .the year. .-

f-. see . who should
lead :'th -.world - .and
there -did- seem; 0- "be-a-re-approach

.towards more. cor-

p the ‘Western:. De-
~was probably

; sheer -necessity
f. Rﬂ;sm ‘who: obvious-
Cﬁtnas ~domination- ot

sjrgngth with
the. new nafion - of Malaysia and
this ¢ould be -the trouble: spot of
thy 1d. in 4964 -especially as m

in - Vietnam - ana

showed thg path of Commun-
ism .in- these -.old. sections of  the
Ergnch Indo China empire.. -Africa
. & 'sfate -of chsos: from:
angle and toula blow
no-at any. moment.

osft ;ff” ithe dreadful cassas-

hing -haye had a

- Indonesia .was " U.S.A

up like:

Great Bntam wasbeset by sean-
dals in high places which. led to &
considerable weakening “of her vm'
tematloml lezdershfp

France -still - remains zn enigm:
wuh ‘De ‘Gaulle: intent -on. -s0M8
form .of ' Européan:: leade:ship A8
open defiance of the Nato powers.

That was  the  unlaniented pﬁi«
tern. of 1963. : i

What of the futuré?

1964 has -opened with - ttouble
and Pplenty of ‘it in Africa; . Zangis
bar is “screaming mayhem ‘of’
ery nature. to the previous’ ruters.
Mutinies ' in.. Angola, ‘Kenya, Ugan-
da and Tanganeka show that th:(h
is. a."long “way to .go. before” the
African’ scene” becomes guiescent.

‘Indonesia. is showing  some signs
of quietening in ‘her-'policy ‘to Mais
aysia. - The. Americip Scene: seems
to  have. successfully - ‘recoyered
from the assassination of Preslﬁen&
Kennedy but it is election year gnd
anythmg “can ' happen thls year in

Britain appears to be grtdnal%
recovering, “her poise after 3 ba
year. :

There are signs thiat 1964 conld -
be the start of minor easements. of =
the. “world" _tensjon esgechlly
more*can be made of the Russim .
re-approachment.

At home- Australia fs~continuing
with the growth policy and there
arg-distinct:signg #hat ‘both = Gov-
ernment: and ngosiﬁon ‘are becom’
mg more awidre of ed: for: de-
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fence and a correct approach to
our empty north. There seems no
reason to doubt that the prosperity
we have enjoyed practically since

the war, will continue. We could
_ have a problem in our dealings
with Indonesia and a firm stand is
essential in this respect.

All in all 1964 could, with a lit-
tle bit of luck, be a good year and
it is our earnest prayer that this
be so as world citizenry must be
terribly sick of the constant ten-
sions of the post war years.

We wish all members the best in
health, wealth and prosperity for
1964.

West Aus tralian Whisperings

.Adocmtton ../4ctw¢two

DECEMBER MEETING |,

A most successful Bucks’ Ni’eﬁ;' )

was held at Anzac House Basement

on the first Tuesday in, December. ...
Many guests were ptesent and we:
were also able to return”the hospit-"~

riends of the

ality .. of
! léss © Soldters

QJur £00
Malmed' gm

"A' iz_panel com-

owlén% Cl b qui
pered” by ‘Col Doig" hglp¢d to radd

to the enjoyment of “the' evéning
andi'ots ef good«iun ‘came . out rof
this-unnovation. Generallg speak=
Mg a gao& nigh*t was had by ait

W&r CHRISTMAS  PARTY

is.year on Sin-
...Dec. "8, the  venue” heing. the
Pq)‘th Qo., "Thé._ roll” up ‘of
cb’l en anq parents. was most

nce again_ t

h A was, 4’ fifting “con-.
gar em 311? tpe Work " g

cIusj o tn, ut’,in by

he, o;gam;erg». Onge aé;in Frank
AN, Wi 1};e a trojan to keep
g'.thmi‘ren mterestéd in. the. 'way
of races, “efc., and he cer-
tain
and’, “Commtttge miich easier.

Fa-

ther, 'Chiistmas made.’ a weléomq re-,
olit ‘pre-

phiddfance. and. ‘handed
sen% 4@: tgl‘e éhiurr n. . Oceans of
ice él‘éam and cool dnnks were con

sumed. and ' the parents were “able
to haye" affernpon tea, . * This out-
ing was ‘ voted a’ terrific’ success.
and..m ch .credit goes to the ot-

g;hism

and.
cerel

fie Varian, Bob Simyth
fik.

S

The annual Children’s, Party was.
M,

L Awardsit
.success for *his “great’ work “ii¥ ‘the

maies the lot of the parents |

snb-comm ttee* of Arthur.
;ia k Penglase, m;om we sin-
thi .

February when a Rifle Shoot will
be held in the Anzac House Base-
ment on the first Tuesday (4th).
Please make it a New Year resolu-
tion 40 come along to meetings

ﬂl§ yﬁnr and have a thoroughy
Yén Oy evemng with your mates

' mnadtul

It Cis with, regret that “we. Hive
to ‘record ‘the passing’ of M. Stm
Bumdge, father ‘of our life 'mem:
betr,” John.
friend to our Unit especially “dur=
ing’ the 'war years andat ‘memibers
were always weltome to partake of
his ‘ready ;hospitality. ~Our. sincere
sympathy /is " extended. to the nm~
ily ‘and- especiatty: John, 7 . =

It is:mast. pleasing to be able to ;
publish: the -fact -that''ene of ' ous
members in 'Sam: Fulbrook’ has won: -
the Wynnc *Prize - for Laudmpe
painting in: the: recent- Archibaki
. §amh richly.-deserves: ‘his

art “sphére” sirice ‘the war. - ~Ouw¥
congrats: Sam, and “hope this is but

the- forenmner of mmy ‘more ri:chifk- v

awards: -

~Jack’-ahd - Norma Hasscm Curly
Bowdeén -and: Col - Doig made ‘2. trip
to ‘Boyup "Brook . on'  Dec. 14-15,
‘where "Col* -gave: the local>R.SL. a
talk “on: Timor. - This appearcd to
be “well received by the - locals.
They ‘were the guests of ‘Terry and
Mrs: Paull ‘whitle at Boyup znd.»Weris
looked. - after- ke :kings. " Tony
Bowérs: and ‘Geo Timms lfm!e the
trip “fram- Kojonup to - be preseént

and it turned ‘the ' evening' into ®

minor ‘resundon ‘and:a’ great mﬂght
was:‘had’ by- the Unit beys. = Tle
tourists took -the -op unity “of:
vitmng Arthur s Mar

L lat: Htrvey
‘en’ the= wiy down :where !
vé them ‘4 ‘brief

“Stan’ was a very géod
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- look .at the major works in the

area. =~ Bernie Langridge was also
visited on the way down at Donny-
brook. .and ‘‘Robbie”’. Rowan-Robin-

..son at Bridgetown on the way back

Both these = members  proudfully
showed them over their beautiful
orchards which are a great credit

-.to their industry since demob. This

- enjoyable holiday and

-8igs -

‘- ence* -of “your Editor.

‘was.a wonderful weekend and it is
hoped that further such enlighteg-
ing trips will be taken by city
-members in an. effort to weld the
Association. more fully together.

- Arthur -and Beryl Smith are cur-
‘rently visiting the Eastern States
driving a car to Sydney and then
flying back. We wish them an
hope that
‘they will have the opportunity ot

- ‘meeting some of the gang in the

Eastern areas..

' M: A. M. (Maurie) Smith, of
" fame, ' visited his old home
<State recently -and completely dis-
rupted the even tenor-of the exist-
Maurie is

~eurrently eamiq‘g) a crust as a teach

. Dept.,

¢Ddve  Ritchie,” Don Murray,
McMahon, Joe Poynton, Gerry Ma-
¢ ley, Joe Bumdge and Col

““drawn’ and "won.

COct. 31.
', .general
:,t‘ﬁrst

“ér « with the: Victorian - Education
and looks 100 per cent.
Wh\le ‘here l}‘.e was ‘able to meet

“Rlp“

Doig,

Association affairs.

and have a few ales and reslaughter
a million Japs. It was really won-
derful to clap eyes fon. the old
M.A.M. once more and we are only
sorry ‘he was not able to contact
more of the boys.

Colin and Olive Hodson and fam
ily have returned from the Murchi-
son. River singing its praises as a
holiday proposition.  They say it
is. a paradise for fishermen, espec-
ially underwater boys .- and = ¢rays
absolutely . abound.. This adds.- to
the wonderful praise already given
to. the area by Don Turton: and
John Burridge.

Jack and Jean Fowler are at pre-
sent holidaying in the East and
hope to travel as ;far s North
Queensland.  Jack had high hopes
of .meeting- as ‘'many of the boys -as
possible and was busy bringing his
Address Book up to date. Per-
haps we will get an account of:the
trip on his return for. pubheauon
in the “Courier”,

Jack ‘Denman has been transfer-
red from Geraldton to Perth in his
employment and is at presefit nego
tiating to buy a home in the ‘met-
ropolitan area. . Geraldton’s [0ss is
deﬁn‘itely the city’s gain s we
know" Jack will be’ prOmment in

vlctmdn Vocal ventarmgé

'Another“‘cup. sweep has  been
We had our draw
ing at the No. 2 Commando Drill
Hall _at

We also had. our annual
meeting . which was held

. Present were” Pete Krause, Bruce

-1y O'Toole, Wally Kerr,
inson,
~ ‘Brown, ‘
“.Georgé Kennedy, Johnny Roberts,
“‘George’ Veitch, Alan - Boast,
“‘Botterill’ and - Bxll ‘Tucker.

'?McLaren, Jock Campbell, Jim Wall,
Alf Grachan, Ger-.

“Bluey Southwell,
Jim - Rob-
George Robmson,~ David
Berit Tobin, -Mam: Smith,

Harry
Were

“very disappomtmg turn-up and. a

~lot- of familiar faces wete absent
““which- ‘was dxsheartemng as- this is

-our“second -main - functién and- the
éep is -our life blood. - - Fortun-
dtely the Commando boys ‘helped
‘20. swell the numbers and mwke the
Wﬁffght a-succeds.® > ©

Ripponiea on. Thursday, -

The general meeting was mamly
the elécting of office bearers so did .
not take up much time because, we
had the same old result—the. old

. ‘office bearers” being’ re-élected un-

opposed: This may.be an easy way
to do it and perhaps makes the
office bearers feel they are doing
a good job but. it “'would be nice ‘to

‘see ‘some new blood ‘at. the. helm

and get better ideas and. give the
old hands a b1t of a spell.

We' had some apologles Bernic
Callinan, Alan. Munro, Bill -Roger-
Davidson; Gerry McKenme and Ken
Monk.. ..

The drawing of the sweep “thén

“took: ‘place and it was good to see

some ‘of the boys ‘getting. a nag or
two—the two refers to" Pete Krause
who “got two—-but 1 ‘think Pete

‘could run . faster than the ones he

got.- Anyway’ the first prize "went
to " Bill Connell in Queensland " apd
1 think B’ill could really ‘use the
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money—anyway Bill, congratula-
tions. :

We were hoping for a good re-
sult this year but it appears that
we will. be Jucky to break even
with last year’s profit. Here again
some returns were very conspic-
~uous by their absende which is
very hard to understand because
it _does not take a great effort to
_sell at Jeast 10/- or £1 worth of
tickets. It is just as well we have
some who ‘sell £10 and £5 worth.
George Veitch took the belt this
year. He sold £11/10/- worth,
and George is a great stand-by for
us ~as he really supports us and
never misses out on any of our
turns and he has to travel quite a
way to get there. Ken Monk was
hoping to come down for the draw-
ing but his car broke down and
Margaret. rang to say he could not
make it. -~ Thanks for ringing Mar-
garet.  They live 67 miles from
Melbourne, but always try to make
our functions and very rargly miss
them. While we have stalwarts
like George and Ken we must kick
on.

Bernie Callinan who has recent-
ly returned from his overseas’ trip

with. Naomi could not make it be--

cause he has had to catch up on
his work while he was away and as
Bernie is often travelling inter-
state during the year he finds it

hard to make our shows, but he is"

with us 100 per cent and I must
say here that we record our thanks
to-'Mrs. Benediet, Bernie’s secre-
tary, for all the hard work she did
to ‘'sell the sweep tickets while Ber-
nievwas away. She does a power
of work for us, for which we are
indebted to ‘her.

We  had - quite a few notes re-

‘turned with butts of tickets. San-

dy McNabb, of Athlone; Gerry Mc-'

Kenzie. an Hilard, of Arncliffe;
~Jack "Hartley, of Cabramatta, Bob

Snowdon, of Talgarno Roadside,’
via Wodonga, who has mentioned’

-that he has increased his family by
one son, Barry David who was born
in .June, making his total one girl
and four boys; Smash Hodgson, of

East Ringwood, who had hopes of -

making the drawing but had to re-
neg. = Smash said he had a visit
from Jack Price and a friend from
Tassie.,  Said Jack looked mighty
lean and fit looking. . He is a tim-

~ ber contracter on log supplyptof

“some saw. mills. . J. Martin,

‘have for now.

hurst; George :Tait, of Leichhardt;'

Hill. Holstein, of Harrington;  Col
Beavis, of Heathcote; Len Mitchell,
of . Bandianna, - who sold his ‘usual
high quota of tickets; Lionel New-
ton, of Broken Hill; J. English,;: of

Seven ' Hills; Jack Fox, of Chelter- -

ton; Bulla Tait, of Ayr, Queensland
Harry Fredericks, of Crafton; Jim
Dent, of Wirringa; Jack Peattie, of
West Tamworth; Gordon Stanley,
of Launceston, Tassie; Tom Spow-

- den, - of Canberra;. K. Craig, .of

Young; Ross Smith, of Nowra; S.
Dubber, Waterloo; Dxck Adams, of
Yarra Glen; George Mathieson, of
Grafton; Bill- Walch, of West Kemp
sey; Ron Dhu,. of North | Perth,
(yes, Ron, 1 did know you were
stopping in the West now because
you told me when I .saw you there
last November during. the. Games,
guess | for¥et to tell. Jim), and all
the best luck to. .you - over -in
the West, Ron; Jack Lett, of Cess-
nock.

Looking at all. these notes. agam
it appears that we have had a real
Australian flavour this time as ev-
ery State is represented.

Well folks, that’s all the news I
We are looking
forward to our Christmas Party on
Dec. 7 at Bonbeach . Life Saving
Club and should have more news
after that. So. cheers for now
and I'll take .this ‘©pportunity to

-wish everybody. a’ very Merry

Christmas and a happy new year
and may we go on to better and
brighter 'things for our Asso;:ua-
tion next year. :
A Further Letter from Harry uyt.
Another ‘year has gone and we
finished the "last one with ‘eur
Christmas party for. the ‘childrén’ at
the Bonbeach. Life’ Saving:Club on
Saturday, Dec. 7. The . weather
was only fair and it is very notice-
able now that the families are reai-
ly growing up as our attendance ‘is
gettmg smaller ..each year and-the
miliar faces are .the ones with. the
bigger. families. However, .the
kiddies had their usual, good time
and the parents enjoyed. it too, -
Ken and - Margaret Monk. and
family kept their record: complete
by coming down from Poowong.
Had to leave early to get .back in
time for the milking. I cannot re-
call when they have missed a year
itch and

~JANUARY, 1964
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Tobin -and family, Bruce McLaren

and family, George Robinson and
tamily, Ken Boast and family, John-
ny Roberts and family, Jim Wall
and family. Pete Krause came
along with two of his boys, the oth
er two were home ill and Elvina
was looking after them, and others
who 1 just can’t bring to mind.
Jock. Campbell _ supplied the
drinks and ice cream and. lollies—
in all a very_ -enjoyable afternoon.

Theo Adams who is with Ansett-
A.N.A,, has been moved to Madang
where he is with M.A.L. (Mandat-
ed Air Lines), one of Ansett’s
agencies, so better send his “Cour-
ier’” to him ¢/-'M.A.L., Madang.

- 1 'had a ring from Kal Carthew,
of Brisbane. He has been spending
Christmas in- Adelaide with kis
folks and was in Melbourne for a
couple of days and is leaving for
home  tomorrow. He was trying
to get -in -touch ‘with Charlie
Browne. :

Kal gives news of a few of the
boys in Brisbane. Peter Herle, who
is- doing well as a painter, Freddie
Bryant, who is trying to rally a bit
of support up that way, Dr. Mc-
Phee, who is at the hospital up
there, Rus Symons,- Angus Mc-
Lachlan and Basher Adams.,

He has given me Col Cubis’s ad-
dress so that he may get his “Gour
ier”. - It is: Nursery Road; ‘Run-
corn, Brisbane. Also another one
of the boys who has been amongst
the missing: Merv (Spud) - Mur-
phy, 28 Benthlam Street, Mt. Grav-
at, Queensland:

The Commando’s appeal for
funds for the Memorial Cairn .at
Tidal River has met with very lit-
tle success from our members who
were circularised, which -is ‘very

disappointing, - only about £30 ‘has .

been raised. = So get in behind this
chaps. We think it is a wondér-
ful ‘thing. For general information
the Commando Association in Néw

"'2/2 Commando Association of Ausmlia—Victoﬁan"Bkipq!;_

Prizes:—-—

: " 1st Prize 50 0 0 7
2nd Prize 100 0 O
3rd Prize 05 0,0
35 Horses at 10/- a horse ‘17 10 0

Printing of 9, 000 TiCKets ... i woe v oo s s o i it
=" Postages, Stationery and Stamp Duty
. Leéss Stamp Duty added to cheques el i fae i

7 . Total Expenditure "... ... .. o il s e i ® Eals s . E112 17 7

C Vietoria. i e Eurivon ¥ Bhldon ¥ abili' i B Fhves 84t 7 6 :

STATEMENT OF NET PROFIT 1963 MELBOURNE CUP SWEEP ° :
Drawn Thugsday, 31st October, 1963, at McWhae Avénue, RlppOnlea

: NSW. Vic. ~ Total
No. of Tickets Sold ... .. .. 1305 . 3863 - 5168 -

s . : £ s, d £ s. d £ s d
Ticket ‘Sales—Cash Received .65 § 0 193 3 0 258 8 0
Less Expenses . ¥ SR TS SR S

" as per Summary Below .. 28 10 1 84 7 6 112 17 . o
Net Profit .. £36 14 14 £108 15 6 £145 10 §

SUMMARY OF EXPENSES — 1963 MELBOURNE (o15) 4 SWE.EP
R A § £ “s. d.

82 10 . 0

Cleamng of Hall ..

APPORTIONMENT OF EXPENSES ON- BASIS Ol-‘ TICI(ETS SOLD

: ’ o dic, 48 8y _d.
New South Wales»...... SRR i R iepeda et : 28 10 1 "

, £uz'17 7
J P WALL, Hon Treasurer: - = o
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Sotfh Wale§ raised*'£300: and “the
Cavalty = :Contimandé Assaéistion -th

SouthT Australid raised:over:£32 for ne;
thi¥-appéak besides efforts for the -
-vdrions -Coimando " Ynit~ Associa-

tioné grownds Australia, and as-our
Uit ‘mermbers’ were. trained at: Tid-
al River "we" should: be “right -be-
hing: this: venture, ...

e Bert Tob)n has. moved also Sold
his:plage in Régent: and moved last
weekend . o 15 Bea-tnce Street

MWell Qlks that's all the news
fOF,.nOW; SO untal Mnext isspe all the
very best for the commgr year to
you all ,—HARRY BO TERILL

: andfhum d note to
(illd you. mind including
statement showing the
,msu $.0f M;eﬂmurne Cup Sweep
ing . note. in. the January
space permitting.

“T have not seen many of the
boys ., lately—John Roberts on
Chnstm& EDve, wicevin Carran” on

w: Xear's:Day
| "‘?:he\ beac
one day during 't

e hohda s.

F took the family' to Bendlgd ‘on " the assistance, of her glrls, also

New <¥ear’s Day ' for- a  picnic and-

¢alled i¥to see Kevin,s He i§ logk- -
ing‘*weﬂ ‘#nd hopes. td 'spend: a few -

days in the cxty about the end of
e month.

Harry, Botter- -
,“iSancl‘rmgham:-.. 3

suplé . of *weeks “in Syd-
g the: May- school”: Woli-

s s

Cheex‘s or. ‘now ancl
for the VY' year:

bourne Cup Swe’ep liave n'ow‘bee'n

finalizéd, and “the result is "a profit -

- ofi &10&/&5/6 for ‘the .Victorian

Branch -and: £36 /14411 for tlfe‘

New:: :South: Wales Branch...

21 wish ito thank those members
andutheir ‘friends;cwho sold tickets,
as without their. wholehearted sup-
port: if -would not have lgeen poss-

ible to . obtain such . a satxsfa.ctoxy-

results . .

. -George. Vextch won the “Osqar”
for sellmgh the, most _ticket . L 10—
0/-;wort ). mlghf -effort,,

rge.. He was closely £9!low¢d }Jy
Gerry' O’'Toole and Bernard . Gallt-
nan, each of whom sold £10 worth.
Bernard Callinan was overseas un-

“til* 2 week or “so ‘before ‘the sweep
was: drawnyaggd his: &egwtaﬁf, Mrs v
ing

Benedict,” organi ed the’ s
his tickets. “Benedict,” w1th

printed the circulars’ which' aécom-
panied the tickets sent to members
and -$petidl: thanks are due- for- this
assistance  which “wa§* greaﬂy -dp-

*‘"-precmted < ‘Thaftks - giris.

The CTMFE Pomts‘ForandAg nst

BLOSS” LAWRENCE,. of 87 Duke
Street, Northam; WA., ‘writes: -

1 read with interest your com-
ments about not being able to.
publish; Ron. Tmngoye’s letter be-"
_ cauge .of . his opinions of the
-C.M.F. king..en .the thepry{9
that all criticism has some merit-L;
fory onﬁ would  like. to -hear his
A spent some 12
; fr.us. et same C.M.F. I

now. she-is a.no perfecta but a lot
of people put a helluva lotta effort

can lighten the load 1 ‘am all for
~#t, ‘partidularly - coming from Ron.

who struck ine duriig: my pilgrim-"

ges East. as' a “prefty ‘level -headed.
{! RoNsensical-character, ;

‘that elusive. croﬁm’;

intg sk and if; any of ‘his: critigismyy

has come for another €fip" o't the

‘border, this timé 10 Puyckapunyal

and ‘the Armored, ,Ischool chasing
Buration is
fronr 10 to 20 Febrifary and I pro-
pose to spend an extra week over
there “ifter ' the - cours!‘"' 1 my
plans work _éut I should Be able to

" cdtch “the” Sydfiey “bound - train “at

Seymour * on Friday. evening: the
20th, which puts‘me‘in: ’Syd‘néy ‘on
Saturday a.m. the 21st. .- Then if
I can escape It leave’ on'thie~Mon-

day--night for. Albury 10 spend. a

coupte of days then dowrd to Mel-
bourne on the Thursday,  leaving
for home on the: Sundayy Jim:En-

.glish has been.informed zhmd=TV will

write Bert Tobin in the next day
wfe gt the same tim sendi‘ g a

_ HANUARY; (4964
iing: ‘goihg wellsf= hope to‘

§0-1 may-be able to seea few:
the-'Sydney - boys whﬂstk theré ’
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‘stamped envelope to James E. who
took a potshot at me last year for
the same thing, procrastination.
My term in Northam is fast
drawing to a close and we should
be back’ in the rity early in the
year, March if things go right.
meantime we are on the market
1or ‘a2 house in the Bicton-Palmyra
area so if Ping Anderson or his
spies hear anything and reads this

give us a buzz via Ted Ridley, Ping. -

it aoesn’t have to be a mansion
as long as it is presentable and we
don’t want another new house—T
once is enough. i

.My apologies for not making it
to the (abaret. It had the prom-
1se ot being a good night which it
was by all accounts. Will try and
make it for sure next year. .
A Further letter from “Bloss’’ says

Attached is a rather ‘Qurried re-
ply to your request for an opinion
on it and as for the decision to
publish were 1 the Editor—yes |
would.

‘The problem of Ron being a serv
ing member is not a great one. We
w0 1ot have.a large audience SO
tnat wwe wrong people wouid nout
see¢ it.  “Laugning Jack” and Fo-
Ki$ wouid not, at tnis late stage or
tueir careers, be inclined towards
any pumtive acuon, 1t at all. Tom
Nisbet would, | think, -weicome 1t
as 1 do. Whnen you get right down
to it there 1s not a iot ot bite 1n it,
.mainly the complaints of any new-

ly jomed member and would be,

worth seeing tor the comments.

1 am very appreciative ot the
kind ‘words and the honour you
pay me by saying, in etfect, ‘‘Step
ur boy we can use you!”  The
Association owes. me far more than
1 it and I fully intend taking as ac-
tive a part as is physically possible
on my return. )

Went house hunting yesterday.
Think we have a winner in one at
Bicton . ({Fifth St.). Looked at
-seven all told. If we do wind up
with this house the family wilb
move in at the end of January with
self some time in April so I should
with any luck, be at the May meet
ing and onward.

obstacle has been removed so here

is looking forward to being of,

some service.
Back to the att.

2/2 <commnndo'. Courler’

I.did intend of-
fering but you never really know
if you are butting in or not, this’

; 1 seem to have
/) rambled on at the end so you may,

have to do some editing.’ If you
want to publish it do so.

Ron Trmgrﬁre’s letter, written in
ril:

Angus Evans: called me the week
end before Easter and came out
and stayfd for tea on 'Sunday. We
talked of things and events as far
apart as the poles, but of most:in-
terest to us all is that he has sold
his property to the Americansi-to
grow cotton. He is one of quite .
a few .in the Norrabri Wa Woa area .
who have done so. - His intention
is 'to go into caftle somewhere
south but has not made any plans:
as yet, . o

Some of you already know: that
‘“Yours Truly” joined the. C.M.F: -
before Christmas and . having at-
tended a few weekend bivouacs and
in March a fortnight’'s camp |
think I am a little. more qualiied
than I' was when 1 1ast wrote . w
the “Courier’” on the matter s
Indonesia and Austrahals detences,
1 any. 10 go mto.detau would be
too 110n0tonoOus bui a 18w 01 tiie
taings | wouwld iike to tell und ihey
morec Or iess i my. _opinion -bacs .
up what nttle 1 have already said.
" A bBrigadier trom anotner Staie
who bowled into. our tent, caugnt-
me minus my tweeds, giving forih
about waiting 1or lazy so and sos
to go to the canteen, put his finger
vn the complete trouble with. the
army and conditions prevailing n
the present camp and ‘others iike '
1It, was that tne service is a polit-
1cal - tootball and manpower was be-
ing wasted on.camp duties in ‘ey-
ery camp including. R.A.A.- estab-
Irshments. The latter statemen:
was true as we had ‘R.A.A. person-
nel in with us who had been in the
Reg. Army for 18 "months and
apart from intensive basic training
tney had done nothing but similar
camp duties as this, to name them,

"erect tents, hygiene duties, toilets,.

showers, grease traps, etc., guards,
picquets, orderly room duties, emu
parades. These jobs comprise
some of the 350 jobs as advertised
in recruiting potices not to men- .
tion mess orderlies, wood heap,
dish washers, etc. All these dut-
ies occupied ten of the 14 days
camp the ‘actual job we went to do
used up four days. '
ed and believe you .me, it wash't
much, = was done better. in 1944-
45.. Moderh equipment? . No..1,

What we learn .
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ca very good rifle known as. the

: grenaded
S in every.attack.

“* The keenness of all concerned in -

'has four)

S.L.R. ~'No. 2, one bulldozer and
two fork lifts. When we needed
the -dozer it only half werked and
nearly wrecked the crane, mobile,
‘we were using which had a slxghtly

shppmg clutch.

- 1945 - landing ship (Austraha
We got them cheap in
1946 (£400,000) so I am told. Of
course the one we had was in pr

ty -good shape.

which in turn is holding
the steel together. - A smaller land
ing craft capable of holding a truck
and - half which broke down when
it arrived but was able to return to
‘Sydney at the end of the camp
under its own steam. A 300 ton
cargo: boat which had' just come
out -of dock having had. £25,000
‘spent on-it. She broke down a

. few .miles this side of Newcasile
‘and ‘had to be towed to Port Ste-

phens by the /landing.ship (they
nad a tow rope). ~ She is a firsi

Ciass - boat ‘made of solid timber.

‘Would have. no difficulty navigating
local -rivers without causing wash
on the banks and eroding same.
At ‘the end of the camp after ‘we
had loaded and unloaded or vice
versa, using equipment ‘that is no
lenger. used by modern world trans
port and. shipping ‘companies.
:There . were one or: two other

:pieces of equipment and craft not

‘wonth ' ~mentioning. Duks and
friucks -were sufficient and in rea-
sopable condition. . Do they - still

'use:Duks anywhere else?

‘We had seven booby traps -to seu
on:'a perimeter’ of .not less: than
800 yards - long,‘ not
about . 800 yards - of - beach front.
Needless to say we: were- penetrat-
ed; ripped, .raped, rifled, mortared,
‘and- generally wrapped

the first week was a sight worth
seeing and 1 saw all the old crowd

 Kiwi “Harrisons, O’Niels, Bennetts,

* Dobks, PoyntOnS Doigs, Denmans,

* a 'big but,

etc., all ovér again. But, and it's
‘Majors, Brigs., Capts.,
Lieuts.; of the old school all agreed
the petty duties ruined the camp.
It should all be done by civilians
and every ‘minute of duty time
should 'be used to teach these

yBunger boys whatever it'is they
“should  be the
' C.M.F. gs‘ ﬁmxted and if" yon iwant

aught 4s time’in.

The ' paint as-‘
good quality, it’s holding the rust:
~together, .w

including ¢

to -get em you have got to  give
them something of interest. - Al
the above and Sgts., agreed they
would remember this camp by the
number who would not turn up or
resign at ‘the next parades in, May.
. ‘Why did I join up? - The truth

is I thought it was an easy way to.

get my rates -and it is, also unless
a war breaks out I' believe I can
only ‘stay in until I am 45. Alsoc
if -it' 'does. break out I feel 1 would
like to do something as no matter
what we: feel it has got to come.
I don’t think we want anyone here
uninvited.

‘1" said I wasn’t going to say
much. - Well it isn’t really, it’s a
skim over. The troops came
from S.A., Vic.,, Queensland and
N.S.W. and the second war blokes
who are in. would do you good to
see orgdehght your heart to be
amongst. - One who many of you
remember came from S.A., who
wlshes to- receive the “Courier”,

Ron A. Mackey, 18 Folkestone-Rd.,.

Sifr. Brighton, S.A. Ron is a
Corporal. - If you think the above
is- bolony and sour grapes from an
old. soldier ‘he will back ‘me up.

The foregoing was as bad for.

N.C.O.’s as for O.R.’s, and a per-

‘centage of the officers had ‘theirs.

What these statements ‘all add
up -to is this.” = There were 500
men and officers with officers: from
other States and New Zealand, Mal-
aya and America, to observe how
this ‘operation’could- be done. Well
from a- Brass Hat .view, success,
but from' a majority. viewpeint it
was a -shambles.
ivée of our ‘preparedness God help
us because we-have no navy or air
force to speak of:": Where ‘does
ali the -money 'go they:spend?

Foot note: ‘I. even had to -pick
wildflowers to put . in- the Sgts.
mess, so_ that Mr. Crather, Minister
for the Army; would not think it
was too austere.

A further - letter wntten in Nov-
ember: :

- It ‘may seem unbehevable but 1

.have written two letters this.year,
" but did not post one of them, so 1

will not make this- too . long.

I am going to enclose part of’ the
first letter 1 wrote but I doubt if
you can publish it as'I am not al-
lowed under Military law to write
about the service, but if you can
see fit' to.use it’ U'i any. capacxty,
doso. *

If this is indicat- - .

JANUARY, 1964

2/2 Commando Courier

In 1946 1 started to write a diary
of all I could remember of Timor.
1 filled two exercise books. Un-
fortunately I did not finish and on-
ly got up to the stage where the
Japs landed in Timor. My sister
came across them this year whilst
clearing out

1 will send the first one over to
you. . If it would be interesting
enough you might be able to pub-
lish it in the ‘‘Courier”. Unfor-
tunately I think the record book
has been burned with some rub-
bish.

I am still in the C.M. F but don’t
think -1 will be staymg in much
Ionger.

BLOSS LAWRENCE REPLIES
"Most of what Ron has written is
unfortunately - true. However

.things are never quite as .they ap-

‘ we do.

Taking the criticisms broad-

pear.
here are some

ly as they come,

" considered comments

‘1. Duties: AT
While units continue to use
standing camps, duties will always
be a major problem:. The remedy
ts - simpie, get -out' of the camps
~into  the scrub, revert to troop
cooking and éxit  the problem.
From our own -experience we can
prepare, ‘eat, bury -the rubbish and

be rolling -again in 40 minutes. The

rations are tinned, all they require

“1s heating and the cooking stand-
~ard is high.

“You cannot do it,’of course, in a
permanent camp.  The only tent-
age we use is a.covers, waterproof,

English a tarp.

It becomes- too primitive for the
V I.P:s, 'so ‘they don’t stay or bet-
ter istill, 'they don’t come, so there
is Yn‘o‘(Wildﬂower problem~either.
‘Civilians "are not the answer.

You wind up with all"the unemploy.

ables, the Tired Tims, and the dry-
ing out " metho blber§ The last
time we slept in an army hut was

five: years back and civilians went

out with red coats.
2. Training Stores:

" The
down fof each ‘unit and the Engin-
“eers (Ron is dbne) do better than

last the ¥Year so you can either
fritter it away p1ecemea1 Jr use it
all-xduring camp.’
‘umti “this is the big” event of 'th
" year and all'means towards succesj

some cupboards at
- home and sent them over to me.

yearly allocation is  laid
Better or worse it has to-

For any C.M.F;
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must be used so we take all the
booby traps, trip flares, explosive,
blank ammo and A/Tk. mines we
can lay our hands on legally or
otherwise. Obviously the Q.. or
the training officer, if they run to
one, is the answer in this case:

3. Equipment:

The key to this one is mainten-
ance, and applies to all equipment
whether it is a dozer or a derrin-
ger. At the risk of boring I ¢an
only quote our practice. The first
Sunday' in every month is M day
when the vehicies get a thorough
going -over and. are road tested.
This is quite apart from the nor-
mal parade programme of four

. Thursday nights and one weekend
-per month.

The point is that we
do it not ‘‘the other bloke’’; and it
it is not done we don’t go. s

It sounds as though Ron is in a
small ships or port operating squad
ron so’l can’t speak for the condi-
tion of the craft or the antiquated
cargo handling ‘methods but the
age factor—-does not apply o all
units.

We have the Ferret Scout Car,
the Saladin Armoured Car and the
Saracen: Personnel
current - use overseéas; with suffics
ient recoilless rifles, rocket launch\
ers, and the new M.G., the Ms6o0,
for training purposes !

4. General: neae i

I could not agree more. with
Ron’s statement about time in the
C.M.F. being limited and all. of: it
‘should be fully utilized. Again
the answer is simple. * You go
over the 19 paid days a year and
how do you pay them—you dont
Granted there is no profit in. it
‘but there is a hell of -a lot of sat-
isfaction.

10 Light Horse'Re’gt. Royal Aus
tralian *.Armoured Corps, we ‘have
been ‘told repeatedly, is- the- ‘best
C,M.F. Armoured unit ' in Austra-
lia which is very nice ‘but you'do
not achieve this without a’ lot: of
bloody ‘hard ‘work. - I have troop-
ers who regularly put in their 28§
days of home“training: a year -and
if the average officer doesn’t stack
up 32 ‘he 'shouldn’t be an officer.

Admittedly” in- a - ‘glamour ‘unit -
like 10 L.H. they do it because® of
the prestige of belonging but bear
in“mind almost all ‘of them Have
civilian study, problems, ‘two’ rights.
a’ wéek "in'-most cdses, they play
rt,; Owh motor cars, not' fmlgfeta

Carrier, all in .
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ting the petticoat government. All
distractions: which would make it
easy to. pass up the C.M.F. that
night or weekend, in other words
it. would be too. easy to give up
the C.M.F. in favour of any one of
50 other activities but they don’t.
The why of the thing gets down to
interesting training, and plenty of
. socialising away from the army.
This last is more important to the
average lad of 19 than we realise.

There are two 'ways to start
something like this. Leaving the
Liberator over Timor or the Squad-
ron at Bulolo, either way it wasn’t
easy to have chosen the latter,
mainly from the memories angle
(D though the two events were nearly

| 12 months apart. Three happen-
ings stay firmly fixed after nearly
20 years although not necessarily
in this order.

1. Ning McKaigg Ssitting in the
" tent for an hour or more saying,
./ in effect: “Youre a clot for leav-

ing!”’

2. The Bosun saying it in a dif-

ferent way. ‘Do you know what

. you are doing?” Then something

about.two stripes which 1 had lost
nine months before.

3. Then it was the Bull’s turn at

bat. No bloody transport to Lael

I know it is 90 bloody miles! How

do you get there? You bloody

well walk!l So along with the Bar-
on and Dashing Des we set out
~and meantime Geoff old fella in
your hat and on your head. We'll

. walk if it kills us. We didn’t and:
it didn’t. 1 thought the old gen-
, tleman was glad to see the back of
us and so was wrong again for the:

nth time. . .

-.Then there was the night stage,
_at .the 70 mile with. tinned snags:
. ..and. gin, brand unknown, supplied:
"' Py. the local Angau rep. who was.
one of nature’s gents. Very little.
sleep that night, one long conver-
~gation in Pidgin with the bottle
passing to and fro and his dark
henchmen all in the act. Plinty

- gin e stap! .
St th

N

et

"The mud in the stagin
e and that puffed up.

i

He regards it as an exclusive club
where everybody has a common
interest and there is always plenty
of grist in the conversational mill.
This last was not meant to. be
an advt. for Tenth Light Horse
(what happened to the other nine)
but to try to make the point that
these are all the things that go to-
wards a good unit. None .of them
are new. As I -recall the 2/2nd
used them with marked success.

5 Nistorically Yours !

v TIMOR AND RETURN

with- the unpronounceable name
and the thick accent. Then it was
the flying boat at Moresby with the
sun shining and the breeze strong
from the south. A good day for
a sail or a flight and so it proved.

Milton tennis courts in_Brisbane
and our first intro to' the many
establishments of L Special with
the many odd characters, as well
as the first meeting .of the group
all from 2/2 except Jonesy from
the 2/40th. Eight all told as 1
recall.  Col Criddle, Jack Hartley,
Des Lilya, self, Alan Stewart, Fred
Otway, with the one and only John
George Roffey. s

A taste of the fleshpots in Bris-
bane then north again to Marybor-

~ough and Fraser Island where they

treated us like we knew it all. A
pleasant interlude which passed all
too quickly. Not a lot of work

but plenty of sport and swimming

with the fish traps suffering' from
the night " marauders who were, it
is surmised from that bunch of

2/2nd toughs who would steal the
very bed from under you boys. but

we can’t prove it.. Yes, the fish
was nice and 'the oysters from
Stony Point even more. so.

The Fraser Island therapy did, us
a power of. good enabling us to
survive, the,gruelling months ahead
in Melbourne that Queen City of
the south (with apologies to Baldy
and Polly' Farmer) where we took
leave subject to  recall. Sorry
Sandgropers, you can’t go home.

Forsooth then we "will spend it
here, and theén what? = You report

to:L H.Q. in Batman Ave. for moye -
t.. Martha Research -

ment to the
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-Station:on the: shores of Port> Phil—
1ip Bay. .
It sounded-- grand for a holdmg

camp. but-came in ‘very handy on .

jour. visits :to Mernington, Dromana,
Ryde : and. -Portsea ~where  a good
story was-needed- to explam our
préesence . and.: activities; . If the
-questioning -got too: close ‘to the
hone: like' “What line of research”
well you could get by with ‘a tale
of .testing “wheeél. barrows or ladies’
ungerwear. or. weapons ox whait-
ever;

Then the word was brougm ‘that
.we . were .:bound for .Richmond,
NiS:W.;. where- they would:..do: their
best. to. make:.us_ parachutists and
if: it doesn’t open: don’t werry we
have got plenty. more.. . 'When you
‘have gualified; we’ll grve you a pret
by pair of xwings and three bob a
aay extra in your .skyrocket. How
daes it sound? : Sounds Q.K:. and
:ajthough: much “has 'been - said or
‘writterr ;about, parachuting. being
4oy -the ;birds; (ouch) we breezed
through,;' "Some ot.us: even enjoy-
red gy but . the . fellow ~who said ‘1t
was man's second greatest thrill—
well now!

Theén it was back-again-to Mar-~
tha by ithe..sea. for another sample
of high”living Brought smartly to a
iait when "we set out 10 retrace
our steps of spme three and-a:halt -
years :before.
on the trip of no joy. Even the
turkeys were missing at Banka or
was_it Barrow Creek?,

We whiled away the time hy do-
ing mock : exits from the" door of
the moving coach, not recommend-
ed for the timid although a'charge
or.two: of fourpenny- dark: did ‘as
sist..:. - -Darwin’'and another cover
name; this “time . Lu-g‘ger ‘Mainten-
ance’ Section or*L:M.S. ‘:So now
we: were. in jtha: lugger repair busi-
ness, for secuxity purposes any-
way.s iy
- «The long peﬁod of wamng, ‘post
ptmements, cancellations, aborts -4t
L.M:S."'was highlighted ‘byva trip
south. - to Brisbane. and -’ Leyburn
near ‘Toowoomba where -a ‘conver-
sion. course from the DC3 to the
Liberator "bomber : was: completed.
Theé: exit; method was totally oppo-
site to that of .the old Doug. In-
stead . of ;t:unuellmg out the door
there .was a small playground type
slide mounted.over the rear escape

tch. - The drill.was to. leap onto

slfde and ont .the hm:h wherer

Overland . to Darwin. .
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. upon - the: tail’ wheel.. presented: it-
self‘a few inches above your ‘head.

By the usual ‘magic the parachute
opened , and theré. you were at
3,000 feet- enjoying the. quiet 'as
well as the view. Once you bedt
the butterflies it was a soda. -
A week at ‘Coolangatta.then back

to Darwin to pick up where we

left. off smgmg “Why Are We Wait
ln )’!

~On the hghter side 1 passed my
215t milestone and we . celebrated
VE night on navy rum. Meantime
we had been split-up into” separate
groups- or parties in Z' jargon. My
party-leader was Capt. Phil Wynne
an ex- Sig. from the 27/4th. ~ Our
job—to relieve - Jack ‘Cashman  and
Jim Elliott. - Des Lilya went 10
group of four led by-Lt. Joe Wil
kins also from 2/4th.-  The . Bzro A
Crid ‘and John George'dréw Bunny
Austin.. " Jack ‘Haruey had - “left us
sometime- prewousty to JOlﬂ tmc
Borneo groups. -

“Another cancellation “at” this t1m~
the promised Kite had gone ‘dowi
I - ine sea ol New Guinea; - mele
were I bUerVOI'S e ki

Aanotaer aircrait was lald on and

‘I 'was “our “turn but -Des and his
~bunch- have the pridrity 5o we go
_un stand by -and the hours go by
“until they pass-the appointed time

tor- return with the obvious ques=
tions. bewng..asked wjth the equally
obvious lack of answers. It was
some two -months iater when the
Japs gave:me the story. A Libera-

.:tor: had ‘crashed between Aileu and

Maubissé but- was burnt to virtuale
ly nothing when the Jap search

. party arrived' on the scene.- -1t

couid -only have: been Des-and  his
party as this. was. the onjy Lib. 'op-.

-erating.in the area. at. that time.ilt

was . confirmation of..what we -had
feared and you could: only :hopg
it was quick for if Des: had 't go -
that is the .way he wquld hﬂe
wanted it.

Reams - could be wntten abou!~ :

Des. Lilya, suffice to say-that he was
the best. and the fellow: who -made
the statement that the best go: ﬁrszt
must have had him in mind:

. Now was the time for- aome;dowu

to earth thinking with a lot of =

questions without answprs. 5 Sumc
of them were: . -

(a);:Is- it .possible . that Cashmam
and Elwood, are.stillifree: after. twa
years.and the death:of {‘Sos” Lmerr
su,tgg args Zem Rebds. g e
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(b) - Would - either one .or both
work the -set . under duress as
comms. have been perfect.

(c) With- (a) and (b)  in mind
should they be -advised of their
reliéf or not.

These and many. more kept us
busy mentally at ‘least. It was
finally- decided that the operation
would ‘'go on but C and E would
not be told although in the light
of later events it is -reasonable to
assume their Jap captors were.

One of the many intangibles in
the pot was the personality of
Major Bingham, the British O.C. at
Darwin, the original odd bob, given
to rare and wonderful decisions
made on_the spur of the moment
and very fond of a drop of the
hardstuff. He was replaced about
this time by a Lt.-Col. John Hol-
land, a Victorian construction en-
gineer who brought sanity into the
fray. More’s the pity he did not
come sooner but the damage was
done.

A cheerful thought at the time

was the fact that this would: be my

that .rude_sign.

thirteenth jump. - So who’s super-

stitious? 1 am!
. Meantime a stores . drop by a
Mitchell medium . bomber was

scheduled so” Wynne and I went
along for the ride. Our first look
at Timor. since December 1942,
and it hadn’t changed externally.
Why should it. . Our landfall was -
Betano, with the old posto stand-
ing .out like the proverbial, then
NE to the DZ, out with the stor-
pedo and bobs your uncle—back
to the mess boys and enjOy your-
selves.

The ‘D was bare in every re-
spect, no sign of life or movement.
For all we knew it could have been
miles away from the. spot. No
acknowledgement . or wave or even
“We should have
been jerry .to- the set-up - then.
What the. hell—she’ll be right! .. -

All - doubts disappeared with the
welcome we got from the Mitchell
boys of 2 Sqn.. - What a way to
fight a war. As Wilbur Wright
said:" “It sure beats walking!” And
it was ‘sure the civilised way of
living. : s

FEBRUARY MEETING —_— Tuesday, ‘February 4
~_Anzac House Basement

PETER BARDEN, of 6GN, Box 310
... Geraldton, W.A., writes:—

First: of all, on behalf - of - all
“double red diamond’’ types in-the
Geraldton area, 1 would like to ex-
press my sincere thanks for- the
splendid -response by city types fo
the -recent Convention held in Ger-
aldton. Your presence, and the
presence of "a pleasing number. of
wives, was a’ contributing factor to-
wards -what has been generally -ac-
claimed as an outstanding success.
The Northampton  R.S.L.  folk - are
still talking about the ‘huge con-
tribution our- chaps made to the
success of their annual dinner, and
of Col Doig’s tremendous personal
contribution by way of what they

maintain is ‘the best response to -

the toast. to the R.S.L. that hey

have ever heard’ (take:a bow Cok).

RIFLE SHOOT

o

Random Iiaivat' 5

It was .certainly a great  pleasure
seeing so many of you after such
a long time in most cases and it
was particularly pleasing to have a
yarn with Joe Poynton and also to
meet his wife Helen (whose hum-
orous contrlbutlon at the barbe-
cue was one of the best I've ex-
perienced).: The local R.S.L.. Sub-
Branch is grateful to our. members
for the manner in which they at-
tended in full strength for the pil
grimage to the War Cemetery.

“And now for some good news
for Perth, but bad- news for Ger-
aldton. Jack Denman has been
transferred to Perth with Mobil
Oil Pty. Ltd., and shifted there on
Boxing Day..' It is-a premotional
move so we must wish Jack and
his*family - all ‘the best. Our loss
will be ‘your gain, as Pm sure yon
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“owill find ‘that Jack will take a keen

interedt in the 2/2  Association.

' (He'is -a former President of the

K.S.L. :Sub-Branch, High School P.
and C., and Legacy Group, so you
will seé¢ that ‘he has -had a wealth
of experience in executive posi-
tions.) =E

It looks as “though Bill Drage
‘will-be coming to Geraldton to live

~'as he has brought a block of land.
.-He' has: sold ‘his’ Northampton farm

for £80,000 and will vacate the pro
Cperty in ‘March. While on the sub-

ject of Bill Drage and Northampton

“1'm¥ sure all the ‘boys would like to

sincerely thank Bill and his two
Northampton  colleague  (Bruss
Fagg and Joe:Brand) for‘their gen-
erosity in -paying our admittance
fees to-'the R.S.L. dinner.
-.-Before” 1. forget, - Col.,, many
thanks for the 2/2nd tie you sent
‘to me. ‘You'can rest assured that
I’ will ‘wear it with pride. )

1 was delighted to be able to
give -our Unit 'such a lot of public-
ity 4n -the ‘local -press and 1 hope

" ‘each’ of you who attended the Con-
- vention received the two local news

papers 1" addressed to you.. The
“¢uttings, at least, could be kept as

" souveniers ' of your Geraldton trip.
o Kimdregards and séasonal greet-
- ings. to- all the boys, especially

Spriggy McDonald, whom it was

.our “pleasure to- billet during the
- 4(;otflyqntion>.\

.GEORGE  (Happy) GREENHALGH,

: of Mungindi, writes, on Dec. 8, 63:

“Looking- at the -above date

brought back-a few memories. A
little blurred: now, though at the
i time they seeémed indelibfe. 1 can

still: remember ‘standing at the bow
of the old .ealandia and spitting

“into. the sea. * It was so calm and
she was so slow  that you could

'see.the splash. That was my first
sea trip. What a difference on

« the::way back and ‘what a lovely

sight -that old. flat coastline?
Mention in the “Courier’” of the

Drage and Joe Brand makes me -
- think what a' pity we did not see

‘them last year.: 'Perhaps now they
are old retired gentlemen we may

..see them. over East sometime. 1

can’t even imagine that ‘big hairy
chested : bastard: of a Drage retir-
ing. - 1 clearly remember -just mak

+ing Joe’s’ camp under a great big
:tree half way.up from ‘that old -

Lactus. Camp “in ‘Timor. - ‘I had

tried to contact- the ‘Bull" some-
where on the plats to no avail and
I think ‘Tony Towers was with me.
Anyhow it -was the first and only
time in my life that my legs bug-
gered up on me. I reckon I‘had
half a dozen rests in the last few
hundred ‘yards. = Joe, a5 you can
well imagine, was most kind and
after- resting there I was able ‘to
kick ‘on next day. 1 think this in-
cident happened the day after the
Jap landing. At that time “B’’
were camped on a ridge ‘about an
hour or so’s walk .from the. saddle.
I' can never remembér the name
of the place. I do remember play-
ing cards one night there im the .
moonlight. Paddy’ Knight was one
of the players and 1 will remember
him wanting to sell' his 'payboagk.
It may well ‘have been one of the
Knight's acts or who knows. - It
wasn’t very long afterwards that
he was killed but of.course not at
that spot. : il

I have not seen any of the boys .
since ‘last year so it is just as well
we have-a “Courier” for-the'likes
of me. ) S

1 feel I must agree with the ef-
forts to .make us aware ‘of our de-

fence -problems. - Who else among

us- ‘are “more fitted to- speak ‘on-

‘these problems. -By. that-I' don’t

necessarily - mean with authority,
but awareness ‘that we have this.
problem and to see that it is ‘ot
shelved: - Like Paddy K. I feel that
our number one is our. population.
We are one of the very few under-
populated countries and to ‘my way
of thinking until we remedy -that
we are  really dependent on-others.

‘Personally -right now I think ‘we

should -hdve a -National® Service
seheme in which every young man
would-serve 2 compuisory two year
turn. ‘'l don’t think' the youth of
today is any worse than we were.

- They are just not getting ‘the lead

as-far as I'can see. What with ‘the
unsettled - state of affairs all over-it
must ook a2 hell of 2-mess of a
world ‘to- them.  Everybody’s got
the “up you Jack, I’'m all right”
attitude -and  that's to my way of
thinking just what makes our lit-
tle “ Association like’ an oasis ‘in- a
bloody "great desert.

I'm afraid on looking over this

it’s- as ‘all over the pliace as is poss- -~ .

ible! However 1 hope-it finds you
fit and ‘well. - I'm ‘just as leanas -
everiand as’ fit. - The"worst Loget
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I look like
which. won’t

is.-a boil.on the arse.
.moving from here
“cause me to shed many tears.
_office. has. .been regraded down-
wards. ‘Some new idea of regrad-
ings. Urifortunately a. bit .too
c,omphcated to go into. 1 .am go-
ing to try for the coast and if all
‘goes well may finish over near
.alan Luby. ~Anyway l°hope so.

.. T'll' be sending a few cards over
West but  would ~appreciate - you
passing. on’.my best wishes to all
. the 1ads yoa see.

‘LYNN FOWLER of Box 73 Won-

" gan Hills, W.A., writes:—

71 ‘haveé. just received the lovely

. Ianicure set which your "Comman-

".do.. Association :sent me from the
Chnstmas _party.

" Will you please’thank. the. Asso-
“Giation_very much for sendmg me
suci’. 2 lovely gift.

" A'merry Chnstmas® ancl a happy

" new year to all.

T, GRIFFIN of Cooketgldong, Jer-
_ ilderie,., NSW., writes:—
Postal note tor the sweep and
-Courier’’, -
1t is.a good move.to have the
“sweep .on a better known race than
..thé Kalgoorlie Cup. I was over to
A.Wamgul in Gippsland ' last .year
*.on. my_hondays and whilst there I
‘’saw . On’ telévision all that was .to
.be seen of the Empire Games at
';’Pgrth ["give Perth a pat on the
“back for.the efficient way .in which
_they condugted. the Games. .
How .are all the boys over that

“way? " I trust in.the best -of cir-
‘cumstances. | O’Neil is. on top of
the world. Sydney town.was too

.\small so. .he . reached . out for the
lights of London and he has .em-
;braced glamerous Paris and Rome.
- .1 was pleased to have a card at
. Christmas . from . him.  His des-
patches to his paper in Sydney are
. ¥ery.interesting. ~What a shock 1
“Haye in for him: when I decide--to

' let him return to Aussie. Our bush .

~Jaw .lays down in its constitution
that. when. ™ a .city slicker ' leaves
.shores he ‘loses all citizenship_and
.if 'he wishes to.return he refurns
..as.a migrant and has no civil nghts
until a lapse of .25 years.
.. You . will note from -the above
that 1-have O'Neil securely hog-
“tied.. . Q’Neil and. I. drew up. this
section .of the constitution on New
",j,}ritmn, and . before ,gegtmng’)(esJ’

This

- saouted the dinner.

- JANUARY, 1964

signature I borrowed. some grog

~trom_the Officers’ Mess and pour-

ed it into O’Neil and before he
knew. what hdppened he signed. it

and by the way sub section lays

down that- a bushie -can come and
go at will.

That "animal Marshall has been

" promoted to King of the Slippers.
.1 haye moulded him into a yes man

I have only to make a sign and he
comes . to heel pronto. He keeps

‘me. informed on all the happenings

uf. tie concrete jungle dwellers of
Perth.: He informs me; that- you
are a fully fledged slicker. ~When
\ have used him a blt more 1-wili

~aump him,

Best wishes to all.

BERT BURGES, of = “Burlands”,
. P.O. Box 224, Katummg, W.A
. writes:—
I include “herewith the newslet-

‘ter " passed, on to. me from Tom

Taylor.

Qur latest arrangements are -that
we will be going to Perth as pre-
viously decided,’ Jan.- 4, but instead
of going to Rottnest the  family
will take up residence at my.cous-
in’s house ‘at 238 Vincent. St,, Nth.
Perth, whxlst she .is away. -1 will
enter hospital on the following day

_Sunday or Monday, at St.. Anne’s
“in Mt. Lawley.-

Just. shows - how 'ones memory
fades with the passing of 20 .years.
The story Hughie Myers brought

‘to mind I now recall as: Dick Mc-

Kenzie won the money . (£8) and
It was Hughie.
wha .was so generous to’ the waiter
. George Boyland asked to be let
know when I enter hospital. Could
you pass the above mforma.tlon on
to him please. :

Kindest regards and best wishes
for Christmas and. the new year to
all the lads, their wwes and fammes

'I‘EX RICHARDS of 12 Bradduw
St., Latrobe, Tas., writes:—
- Friday, -Dec.” 13,. was my down-
fall.. - I lost the use of both legs.
Had a yery dry Christmas mostly
in- the cot.. - Have. been' in Repat

‘hespital, Hobart, since- Dec. :
Am- only let out of bed under .my
own steam to. have: a:bath -first

-thing of.a morning, from then on

it!s -2 wheelchair jobi: . “They. plan
to -take a couple of:stone off.-me

- and:-boy could L go.a:feed of Spuds
. and’ steaks

:My old Mchetmnks
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its ' throat. has been .cut but never
fear Pll-be ready to ge soon.
- Had a very nice card from Mick

Morgan. .. His wife just thinks

about - this snow on' the mountain .

this time: of -the year. Bloody ter-
rible T calls-it.. .Oh to be.in: the
West sinking:a few Swans!

“sAnne s very- fit.

too much, thus a little tyre round
the middle.

All the clnldren did well. . Char-
les - did very well at Tech in his
fitst year -at -his trade. Denise got
an - *A’ .pass in her last year ‘at
school -but can’t get into a nursing
school until November. . :It’s hard
to-get in-umtil you are 17 in Tas-
sie.  It’s possible she: will get a
gosmon in the local chemist shop
ut this youmg dady wants to travel
God bless -her. ~ ‘Warren:was the
surprise” packet: = Went fike a
bomb. . We are-very pleased with
him: - Patrice is also doing very
well. I -think. she will lead the
field in years to come.

Everything is: getting a new dress
for ‘the' QueenMother. = =

Well can’t think of much: to
write regards; the family .and the
¢ouple ‘across the road. Please
excuse writing, etc., not used .to
writing’ Iying on my "back. Trust-
ing you all have a good holiday.

Barry’s love Has broken off writ-
ing. . 'So . for now Hhere’s. to more
wexght off, 1f you want Ait, and a
gay H

JACK HKRTLEY ‘of 19 Elva S.,
Cabnmth, writegi— /-
_Enclosed are butts and cash.

Sorry .to have been so long in -

returning them .but 1 never seem
to- have a mOment to spare these
days. - :

1 am, nlso enclosmg a cheque for -

£.50 which, the boys voted to assist
in paying for the work beéing done
in our section of Kings Park.

Have quite a° 1ot of news to pass

on but at the:thoment ’m so damn
tired 1 can’t think straight. How-
ever - I'll, get;; cracking. om: it very
soQn....:.;

Many “fhifks  for “all " the hard
work:: yos«: pu1 imo keeping things

going.
MAR’?”I?!WOGD[E of 212 Sth.

Terrace, Sauﬂ:, P,q,gt_h, writes:—
Please find . enciosed postal note

Her: only.
trouble 'is that .she likes ‘her food -

. Ernpie is still indisposed with 2z
broken leg. - He is to: go into-hos-
pital again next Tuesday to have
another check. up and is hoping for:
a-good report this time, but if not
he may have to have a bone. graft.

Hoping the sweep is ‘'a great
success. :

I have remembered to return the
butts of sweep in time for omce.
Remainder of cheque for subs, .:

Sorry I was unable to make the
Re-union this year and sincerely.
hope all went well. .Bernie was'in
touch with me about going but 1
couldn’t' leave the lad 1 luve to
cope with it -all.: !

Terry, our eldest, who is domg
his. -leaving - this year, -will be .in
Perth next . week for .the .schools
hockey carnival and also- has to-re:
port-to Air Force House as he has
nrade application for a pilot in the
Air Force.

Weatirer conditions are pretty
te rible: down * here . this  year . and
as each. day comes we wonder just
how much more rain we are going
to get as we have already’ had 40 &
incies for the year..
"L,heers for now and regards to
all. :

ELSIE (Wlfe md Secretary forr Li--
onel) NEWTON, of 274 Kavlin
Broken Hill, N.S.W.; writes:.
Enclosed please find cheque. and.
but:s tor sweep, and subs for the

year.:-~We are always. pleased fo -

receive the “Courier’ and  wish. you
all the best. :

J. T. RICHIE, ¢/- tt & ﬂuﬂ
- bar Shearing cTuns:,,‘ &eebo Stn.,

Leonora, W.A., writes:—

Am  in the process of break‘ing
myself in to . shearing again' and
bed holds such a strong attraction
for me I'm afraid this will. be a:
rush letter job. I'll enclose buits
and next letter will send a . few
more . quid to make me ﬁnancial
with the Unit again. I'm a few.
years behind.

Two of the butts were dropped
into a glass of beer by a bloke
who. thought it would be a godd
joke so for the record the missing
butts .and addresses are enclosed.’
Sorry I'm too tired and sleeﬁ%
to -improve on this lettr but wi
improve., I‘ater :

Page Fifteen .
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RON SPRIGG, of 60 Hill St., Al-x
bany, W:A.,  writes:—

A few ;mes in with the,. sweepj
butts.-as ‘usual have taken them alf
myself. = Wish you :all:the- succes
possible ‘with the sweep.. Am-en:
closing the:usual: little extra to. usé
as you think best.

"1 have not written a. word since
the »Games - ‘Re-umton; . but: believe
me 1 have..often:. tho,ught of it It
was great to -see “those oid . faces
again and for ,my part.was much
too short.: 1 did receive that. little
parcel Happy and was. it a pleasant
surprise. Very -many -thanks to
you: Harry -and Bert. For your
information Colin: those three boys
presented ‘me with the Unit tie -af-
ter their visit here. I think -Bert’s
idea. of the. approx. 1968 get. to-
gether could be a great idea-and 1l
have!some. :long leave 1 would- like
to-ear-markfor it and if .1 behave
myself by -then my family should
be ‘grown up -enough to-be Ieft be-
hind. Here’s hoping.

< sbthave: inst been’ brmgmg my ad-
dress ‘bogk up to date.

om Tierney. - How-are you Tom?
ow, about-dropping us-a:line and.
_letting us know. -how-: thmgs are)
with:wyoui: o }

Saw: Keith Hayes down here at
the' trade fair and he is the onlyi

vaf the: st | have ‘seen’ thisg

¥
)

It 'was good *
to: hear.: tshrough Jim Fenwick- of

JANUARY, 1964

to crops after:earier ,wet when this
lot arrived so now the final: result
doesn’t look'. too rosy. -

‘I was in Perth for a ~ week-.in
July but; as 1 had to take: in:two
conferences in .the Local Govt.
weéek:. and ‘R.S.L. Congress 1 did
not have any spare time.  Thén
just: when 1 had: finished and
thought to- have a day to get about
my:wife-rang from home and 1 had
to get back in a hell of & hurry
for ‘the funeral of an.old friend: of
the family, one of the few remain-
ing descendants .of the' first settl-
ers in.this-district. For this reason
Dave: Ritchie ‘was the only one l‘
got ‘a :chance to. see.

Well, ‘cheerio for now:.
W|shes 10 all

o hand Fis?

Manys the countryaromance fhav
started out with a pint of: torn and
ended .up with :a full- crib s

""" ‘ .I. e

WORM IN. msmuc'rmn =
One’ ‘sunny “day
poked its head ‘ou “of 2 hole in the .

. Best

ground and gazed on the world. .

about him. "~ It was’ sprmxa{p :
Romance was. i the’ "air he
worm , sighed " wistfylly, as it con-
tem lated th bearutles of nature, .
ancing td tutn its head; H saw
another ‘earthworm Squirming up
cut of another hole in the ground:
i*Ah, . Miss. Worml2 it exclaimed.
“ft is” sprmgtlme, ana atl nature is
mating. my " wife?”

. The uther m wnggeid dis-
e?t‘e‘diy, “as’ ??replled. “Shut up,
opel your other mxr"

PR\l

é"l’innd for' the pubmhe’r by
Exy:éss " 10 Helena
Minmg,‘w A

1 ‘T'_‘

an; earthworm o
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