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WHAT 3 THE STATE OF OUk PREPAREDNESS ,

"The Anzac Day Parade prompts  tension was hgghe . The Cong
the writer fo think deeply on the Cuba, Laos, Algeria, |France, Ango-

state .of - the natten in regard to’

- mifitary: prep:i’edpe.ss .. The snap
degisioh. from' seeing the various
units both’ past and present, on this
parade, ‘must be: wée were never at
lower ebb.

“Thereé is ‘no doubt whutever thtt
the remsins of the famous mnits of
World ‘War 11 have reached a stage

rre they could no longer be of
an

forge.
. them
them to the permanent turn out
paddock. ~ Déspite optimistic press
© relgases by the variops Service De-
" partments the ‘parade of. uniformed
pérsonnel leaves one with very lin-
gering ‘doubts as to the potentul
~efféctiveness of the fresent set-up.
“ - It would be difficult to imagine a
time ‘in history, apart from actua!
war, perioés, when internatloml

Age has: definitely wearied

great use as a potential defence:

and the years ‘condemned

lia, could- all’ blow up . into: mt
conflicts on- the drop of a hat. T
stirrings . in Indonesia, Laos  an
Africg. cannot be igndred by. Au
tralia. - Despite the best assurances
of the ‘government the situation in
West Néw Guinea could very
embroil Austraha in a dam
situation, ‘eveén 'a. shooting ' w
The- present navy leaves,

.togom for -impravenent qnd

most  doubiful . fighting 'fo

through lack of personnel and of

shgs and - armaments.
he air forge is in much the '
same state. \Procrastination by the
government with regard to the type -
of ‘plane. to be wused by the Air

Force has the nation in . a position . |

where it .couldn’t fly am adequate
Royal Salute’ let alone defend out
shores.

- The’ new . pentropi¢ farmatttm of

SPEOIAL MENTIONS

/ JUNE MEETING — at Anzac Club — 6th June, 1961
GUEST SPEAKER—Mr. Lincoln Wilson, of Wilson Johns,

_talk on the General® Aspects of Gardenmg

' long~ha1red mate.

e held on 4th

Bring along y

Have her bring aleng all her problems fo
Mr Wilson to handle AL

ANN’U}AL GENERAL Msn'rma




i i : _
e Army nis seems long ‘i ac-

‘ meeting showuid:

.‘compllshlh jhs  objective of full

i, appears that our
Buld not knock an

off the prover-

ispeciully as the».
not @ terrific. re-. <

its mind ‘made up
pr._yery long about anything as js

t'imeu. by~ the- “Ohn. ' again,. off |
athtude to Nat\Onal Servrcev,_

The Hme -is swnﬂly approachmg»
4 -When~ associations “such as’ours,

+must get vocal with regard to; Aus-

ralia‘s’ preparednéss for possible

trouble. "There are more than suf-
cient, ex-service organisafions ' to

ng ;ﬂ'e&ku&e‘to ‘bear.on any. gov- °

arnment, - irrespective . of its com-

posxtion, to take *d proper view of

fence - ‘Whien ‘the- larger nations

‘ds 'Ryssia,” ' America, - United’

ingdom, consider that some form
f National Service:is required, how
mch more so'must this be requir-
d by -a-small ‘nation like Australfa,
aced as it is'by-a lorig and vulner
‘gble coastline ‘to défend and: with
‘tommitments to dur island protec-
orate ‘of New Guinea? "\ -
' WE .cannot - remuin complacent
‘much ‘longer anid probably in this
el¢ction year would be as good a

time as any.to ratse this all-import- -

ant issue and see¢ that Australia gets
the protection it deserves n

Cammttfu C)omment

Srnce the last “edftion of the

“Courier” "there have been two

Compmittee meetings 'and at both-a
‘considerable amount of business of
interest to the Assocjation has been
conducted. - Most of this has been
‘of a month tomonth nature such
.88 arra ements, for. monthly meet-
“ings, " ac ‘Day,: gtc.

It has been, declded that the An-

al Re-union will be held this year ,
on Saturday, August 19, at the us-

-ual venue at Katrakatta. This par-
sticular Saturday: is -one week ‘prior
the commencemgpt of school

xdays which commepce.on Aug-,
thi§ well i

25.. Please'k

S
a. Ladies’ -Night. ang thai;

- speaker be-atranged, - Thi

to the Editor .t

There was littte else : geneml
interest to readers. X i

MARCH MEETING .

“Fhe adnual CGarpet’ Bowis’ Cham-v
piohsnip of wne Association:washeld -

ayuns meetmg heid at Agzac ﬂouse :

on.marce 7.  Thére was guite’ in-
excejent attendance . of . meémbers.

ié.'énzmks to the, good offices; of

Boyland *an - excellent - carpet

was provided and this added to thex‘

enjoyment as . it: waaupossibiq«tg

really * put ‘the  bowls ¥ where

wanted to.
The. winner, proved Jto he a real
dark  hoise, - hone .other . thaf . ].spn

Bagley .who arrived qnhera{d&d Jnd '

far; 4s_ anyone could find out B
boy, did he show us how?
romped through ' the ehmmation
rounds and. then went on.to beat
Percy- Hangock in the final., Percy
must -be one of. our ' most consxs-

unsupg, no record as.a bowler ﬁ

- tent sportsmen as he figures; i

most finals of: any type of spor#
event.

All in all a lot of good fun

.. APRIL MEETING
We hit an all time lOw with tlhs

meetmg only nine members attend-
ing, at Anzac House for . the i‘e‘

.. Shoot held on the 4th.

. Nevertheless .thosé that pa}tmp-
ated had a bundle of enjoyment.
‘As usua] .Mery . Cash' proyed 10
be' too ‘good and won' by a c0uple
of pdints from Bill Epg
“The Editor * then uggested a
“pob in”. and 3 handicap evént bas-

&d on the results of the champion- .
‘ship.  Gues who won ifF.. Yes, you .

were right the ﬁrst ﬁme

other than.your Editor, ' He hasn’

lived it down.yet, espetially as.

had to shoot off Merv:Cash for't

“‘dough on a no handicap bz /

and ‘still won. i \
;A further, “hob in” on a “hquL

cap yourself”” basis was wop b

ll:er‘ey Ha.ncqeky Boy thy

kn

Jd;sdocmtwn* ./adwtl‘wa |

We are as usual mdebtea to Cntv :
of Perth Sub ‘Branch' R.S:L, for ‘the

use. of their miniature range, rifle
“and/ ammo. . he only. ﬂ{ in : the
; ointmer)tf was the ‘poor roll up and
we hope this is not a 51gn of things

A 1 c0me

‘ noWLs NIGHT AGMNST
MAIMED AND LlMBu:ss ASSOC.

" This particular function was ‘ar-
ranged in a hurry and there was no
time 'to - advise all membefs of the
date,  The evening took place at
the: M. & L. Club at Colin-st., West

Perth, omn Friday, April 21, and un-.

fortunately Jupiter Pluvius was not
at  all kind to:us as the first lot ot
bowls had_hardly been rolled up to
the far end of the green than the
rain ‘set'in and forced us all- most
reluctantly to rush to the safety ot
‘the. bar. J

Then it was decnded to try our-
selves ‘out at darts. . 1 never did

discover who yon the darts but it

was ‘a"lot of fun,.

‘The ‘ladies of the M. & L. then

treated us to an outstanding sup-
per just to help round off the night.
fred Napier, -“Dusty” Studdy and
Col Doig supplied an item or two

o'as by that time it was .a case of

“amything ‘goes”.

President Alf Ley, of the M. & L.~

Bcwvhng Club welcomed us .in a
_breezy speech' which “Spriggy”
'M¢Donald most ably responded to.

/‘Those present to enjoy_this im-
promptu evening were: Fred and
Glad - Napier,  Bill and Jess Epps,
“Spriggy” “McDonald, ~ Percy  Han-
cogk, Jerry . Maley, Jack Carey,
“Dusty”: Studdy, Ted Loud (down
from. the country), Clarrie Varian
and Col Doig.

We extend our thanks to the M.
and L.’ Association for a truly en-

Joyable evening and hope to be able :

to reclprocate in the near’ future

ANZAC. DAY

Anzac Day passed. off in much the
same manner as in past ‘years, des- ’

..‘bite the change of character of the

day in this State. I think all pre-
sent were in agreement that no
change from our method of con-
ducting the day was - deslrahle at
the i&resent time.

: Mqﬁamid
A

fal  at the Daw? Sennce‘ s
" noted to. be preSent were::Bill ﬁpps:‘
‘Jerry Green, Col  Doig and Fréd

.others: present but. not ‘seen by the
wnter :

" The: ‘march” ‘was ' once aga’ln
attended and if anything ‘we ha
greater -atténdance of members’ than
on' any previous year. : iWth a few:
from other Squadrons we mustered
66 which is a good showing -as R,
few years ago the 2/5th Sqn. used "
to march with us and this year the
6th Div. Cav. marched under their
awn banner for the first time.;;
They usually contributed One 0¥
two to Our numbers. .

As Geoff Laidlaw has: been trnns-\
ferred to' Victoria and Tom Nispet™
was being used up to lead the upiv |
formed army march, Col Doig le
the patade. - For the ‘umpteenth,
time Mick Morgan did the honaur‘
‘with the banner. t

After the march we adjourned’ tO
the 16th Bn. Drill Hall to slake the
thirst  acquired marching: in 2
April temperature of 84 deg. V'

Thanks to grand prior weork by

Mick - Calcutt, Clarrie Varian. and’
1

a flying start in the lager  stak
After a few rapid rounds thirsts got
back where they.belonged and th n;
the ear-bash started, . This -
halted for a 'while to ‘have lugc
mainly supplied by Jack Carey with
assistance’ from Ron Kirkwood,
“Sprig” McDonald, Bob Smyth, Al-
by Friend and one or two others."
Boy, what a repast! Crayfish (10d.
an' oz. on' the New York market),
fish, crumbed chops, crumbed sais -
ages, sandwiches, and what" have.
youl

After the luncheon the show
continued ad’ ‘infinitum  with ‘the
floor - gradually ‘being covered wi
dead “Japs'and: cowyard' confetti}
‘The ‘writer was an early departure!
owing to' inability to  cope. \v
the fluid that cheers, nowaday b
it is understood that several-of the’
“better equipped types continued on
into’ the small hours.

. Now. for a féw personahties
parade. ; Q?‘

.. Pride’of place 14
Jed/ :




the greatest jourmey to be present
" ‘and really made a day of it.
Riy Aitken §uﬁ}ting mare than
\ somewhat from meeting Ted Loud
,the day befare. :
-... John Burridge also finding the
“going a bit rugged after a previous
night out. .
"~ Doug Fullerton out of the blue,
but looking his wsual cheery self.
. “Slim” James after getting his
“name in print gbout not opening
. his S,P, premises and it was real
pleasing to :see. him at our shaqw
standing by  hls: principles.
Fred . Sparkman looking younger
than ever, i :
Never- saw . Harry Sproxton look-
ing better. . - o
~Joe Poynton, a ball of dash..
Charlie Gorton with a lip whis-

" ket to be:proud of.

_Afraid can’t say Jim Corney look
d all-that- well. . ‘He is having a
ad trot. at the present time with
his health. .
“Bloss” "Lawrence, the mighty
" Capt. of Engineers, and a real tas-
ty ‘drop in “his uniform.
~ Jimmy McLaughlim also out of
the blue but carrying a ton of meat
arid ‘looking well. " .
.“vArch  Campbell - marshalling " the
lads and lasses of Junior: Legacy.
. Dick ~Brand ' of the ready-ilaugh
and: easy -wit enjoying -himself as
always. - - ' ‘

Fred Napjer now fully recovered ‘

from - his ‘bout: in Hollywood.
i Dick  Geerée -looked better than
for:a .long! time. . ‘
* . .Padre Botterill who was with the
' Unit briefly in' New Guinea -march-
ed with us on. this occasion but at-
tended the 2/6th fynction.
Jack: Penglase oozing good
health. = - . .
‘Dave Ritchie qbvlously enjoying
_ himself, and the same can be said
for Arthur Smith.
Mick Calcutt,.doing a great job
- with the keg and-ably assisted by
..Glarie Yarian, . .
.. “Curly”. Bowden doing things
. quietly . this . year. - %
"7 Goad to sqe- Gharlie King with
the ‘boys .again,. o
... Mery Cash, Bill Bpps, Mick Mor-
gan, Ron Kirkwoad, Bob Smyth,
Gerry Maly, Col- Doig, “Dusty”
+Studdy, Leén Bagley and Jack Carey
erg other stalwarts noted. = .
% 8’ does ‘not purport to. be a
of thpse nr t 30 if

lete M [+

your name hgs heen omitted don’{
pe upset, just blame it on the Ed«
itor’s ¢rQok memory:. ! 7
There were a few notable abgen-
tees such as Pércy Hancock with a
staked foot, Ray Parry, Keith Hayes
Geo Strickland, Jack Wicks, . Roy
Watson . (working), Merv ~Ryan,
Ping Anderson, Geo Boyland (sick)
and quite a few more. =~ We" hope
we see them next year, : .
Think it .can be voted as well up
to ‘the best. Anzac¢ .Day. Re-unions,
and we -hope it continues along

- these lines in the years to come.
\

EMPIRE GAMES RE-UNION

- Things are still shaping™ up well
with regard to the Empire ‘Games

.Re-unioh to. be held in Nov.-Dec.,

"1963. Despite what may be ‘writ-
ten in the press arrangements are

well up to schedule, with'regard to :

the games themselves. The ‘staa-
ium, the village, the velodrome, all
moving along ‘apace and shomld

prove to be really outstanding sites. -

The main fly in the ointment iy
.prove to be accommodation and
that will not worry our Association
as we wijll undoubtedly be able. to
billet all who attend. But to:be fair
to other persons who might like. to,
use any surplus hillets we may
have we would like to know from
intending’ visitors of their desirg to
attend. It is not necessary to’ be
absqlutely certain that you _gan
make it hefore.you advise.. H you
think that all things -being equal

that you will be able to be in, Perth,

for  the Re-unign and you have the
present intention to attend then
please let us know and we will hook
you into our billet, TR

Remember this function could be
the last of its kind in Australia in
our lifetinte, s0 ‘make every ‘effort
to be in it. S % it

Hhard Fha?
One  burlesque: -thaatre really
packed them in with the sign: “20

Gorgeous - Girls — 19’ lBaautifuI

Costumes.”
. ’ w O »

Big Time Tess says/ her.hpy
friend insulted her,
«of petrol right in front of 8 5¢
stptlop. .- .0 .0 S5 s

He ram wout

de1

. i, pmom/,tw jun :

‘P,“l‘eas‘in!g to see “Boyo” Hewitt

in town recently. Hasn’t appeared
to have changed a scrap. - Still keen
on training a race horse or two and
said _he had a bit ‘of success with
one of his neddies” at the last Kal-
goorlie round. The “Boyo’ very
soon tires of tramping the city
streets and. after a  couple .of days
‘headed swiftly back to the Golden
Mile. Vi :
Also down in the Big Smoke for
his annual leave was Peter Barden.

Peter looked top of the morning .

and is certainly enjoying his job
with the A.B.C. at ‘Geraldton. It
wds good to enjoy a couple of beers
with ‘him before he headed back to
“the northern port. - SN

Since the last issue of the ‘“Cour-
fer” Ken Bowden and his good wifa
Millie; have become ‘parents again.
Another daughter, making - three

. gifls and two boys. Congrats . to
.you and hope this addition ‘is as
good as the other four, Ken.

Also in the birth stakes was Clar-
rie Varian and his wife. Twin
boys were born to them but unfor-
tunately -one died'after a few days.
This ‘was .very sad for Clarrie and

. wife and we add our very sincere

copdolences on their loss.
Saw Les Glasson also for a short

. while about a month ago. Les was

heading up to Wyndham to take a
iob as maintenance carpenter with
the meat works up there, He left
his joinery business at Kalgoorlie to
be’ carried on by his partner.  Les
néver seems to age to any extﬁ?t
‘and -was looking forward to . the
change of environment.

“Dusty’”’ Studdy is also heading
for Wyndham to' 'work at the meat
works. and ‘expects to be-away for
most. of the ¢footy 'season: Swans
will miss a'good solid pair of lungs
on the sidelines.

Bert - Burgess dropped in for a
brief chat on a couple of occasions .

" Bert seems.to get deeper and deep-

er involved in civic things in his
area ; and -his latest is.a Vetinary
Club of which he looks like being

- the organisey.

- As mentioned in Anzac Day notes
Doug .Fullerton was' at- the march.
Stilk in ‘the timber! game 'with ‘Bun-

", nings, suys he & seriously thinking

of -k £ back.-to Bo :

it vwas’ lik/e a breath of s;p‘zing

for the writer to see his old mate
Ted Loud once again and enjoy two

.- or three good wongies. He, took's

bit of talking into staying down in
the: city for .Anzac Day but I don’t

think he regretted his decision. ‘He ..

looks extra well but in point' of::
fact was in the city for a Repat.
Board for his back which has beep’
giving him a bit of trouble. R

Ted Monk must have the elixir '’
of eternal youth- as he looks the:
boy who first. joined the show in-
1941. He and Mick Calcutt and
self bashed one -another’s ears on
all subjects from army to politics
before 'Ted discovered he had a -
“fine singing voice” and joined in
the choruses of the day.

Ran in with Kev Waddington the .

other day and he was saying that
he had run into a bad patch of °
health trouble  with his wife who' .
had been on the dangerously ill list
for quite a while. We hope that,
your long run of outs as far:as;
health goes comes to a speedy and.
successful  conclusion, Kev, ani .
that you both have a long run of '
good health from now on. .

" Saw Keith Hayes briefly a while
back and he was-a ball of dash 4%
always.  Still dées a bit of country
travelling and on one trip down
Busselton way ran in with Joe Poyn
ton and Roy Watson also on a.spot
of leave. W

W

—————

“LEST WE FORGET”
MARCH
Mitchell, Pte. E. H., killed in action
Timor, March 2, 1942. Age 35,

Stewart, Cpli Alex, killed in action
New Guinea, March 19, 1944,
Age 24, o

Mulqueeney, Pte. G., killed on ser- "3
vice, Queensland, March 22, 19-
43.Age 37. #

Knight, Pte. P., killed in" action, Ti- ' -
mor, March 2, 1942, Age 31.

APRIL

‘Bairclay, Tpr. C. J., died of illnefsﬁ, ;
New Britain, April 6, 1945, .

. MAY i
Lilya, $gt. D., killed in action Timp
M’iy, 17, 1945. Age 24/ '




| This page of this jssue is being

devoted to-the ladies to obtain their -

views on one sabject and their co-
{.‘Opération--on- another. '~ " ‘

.. Firstly the Ladies' Night ‘held in

‘Royal Show" week has always been

# bone of contention and' it has
een proved over the years as dn

‘Assaciation we. would be about. the

worst danders ‘this side of .the black -

tump. ' So now we wowd like to
~know from you good wives just
‘what form this particuldt evening
»should take so-that you, the ladies,
fan’ get the maximum  enjoyment
Afrom it. = After all its main object

.fs.to give ‘you a good night out and
.after us’ males have plotted the’

tourse of the night for many years

with’ only average Success, perhaps

i you women -could weigh'in with a
. few. ideas. - Please give this your
‘ ‘earnest consideration and write in
soon so that whatever arrangements
« arg suggested can be put into effect
this year. v T s :
., Some suggestions which may
‘help  could be; noti necessarily .in
prder of. preference:—

1. A theatre night at the -?gtcﬁ_

Theatre or some such venue.’ i

" 2. A dance social such as in’ the

past.
3. A

night at, say, Anzac ub. .

The . second matter ~concerning.

the ladies is the June meeting:.of
the Association to be theld at An-
zac House basemént on . Tuesday,
June 6. . RN

For this evening we +Wwill have a
guest speaker, Mr. Linceln Wilsai
of . the firm of Wilson & Johhs.

Mr. Wilson, will speak on gardening’ .

in general and as most wives are

.usually very interested in garden-
ing, we:thought youw would like to -

attend and so a most cordial invit-
ation is hereby issued. . Keep your

mate up to attending this meeting. :

Mr. Lincoln Wilson hags request-

‘ed that you bring along your. prob- E
lems so/ that he ¢an give you ex-

pert advice. . We' can assure you

of .a most.'pleasant evening if ycu. . 2
will desert the T.V: for one night;, ‘

 Random Harvest

RAY “MTKEN‘,’ writesi—
. On Anzac Day a check on who

knew the words of the  various,

songs we used to sing, shows that
we are getting old and that memor-

jes. are failing, It was with a great.
:deal .of regret.that we were unable

to sing Geof Laidlaw’s masterpiece
“A Soldier in the A.LC.,” after the
.amber ; fluid had 1dosened - vocai
cards and Mick and - Dusty had
. réached the copducting stage. ‘
.4 Por Wwhat it is. worth I am includ-
‘ing those words 1 still remémber.
" Before retailing: them let me .insist
‘. that “the meals were very sketchy’’
and ‘It’s ‘about this little rest home”
,are the ‘original forms. - It is noted
“‘that in the corrupt Ted Monk ver-
‘ston these have become ‘‘scratchy”

nd ‘‘ranch house”.

" K SOLDIER IN THE ALC.
To the tune of #Oh Lordie”)
(Composed 'at Remexio by 'G. G
pidiaw ‘and. certain co<Opted major

(Aikeraty. figives) '

j“. i

There’s a spot not far. from j)ili i

It’s 4 home away' from. home

The meals are rather sketchy. -

But you never hear us moan.

It’s about-this little rest home _ .
That this tale Pm going to tell.
The Chef Posto he is good to us

. The natives all are swell i

The Liorai gives us everything
And that’s fair dinkie die, i o
And when we go away from here
Wwe'll all break down and cry.

It’s nice to be a spldier,

A soldier in the A.LC.. -

-Gor blimey, etc., ete:

We have some Porto friends'with s
Of great stuff they are made’

We know them as the famous Inter- G

national Brigade. - . ,
They've teamed up with the Aus-
Sies, il TR e e R
‘They're keen to have a:slap, ~:v 7
With, their ofd fashlosied. rifles

. They’re out tg heat the J
‘The, gniy trouble with'th

anly: t

i : : .
v A’ barbecue evening‘at a pri-

; vate home. e
4. A combined pic(t:tire and games

Is’ each ‘Sifo.ts & 3py,
But- when ‘the sh‘t‘o‘lin'g; over
They sing ‘a8 they halai;

I’s nice to.be etc., etc.',

Now you must have heard of Nissie

"“i And his" Section No, Four.

Théy all ‘went down to Dili
Just. to start a private war. ¢
- “Phey got in through the wire. O.K.
/And started up the street,>

"A'Jap stepped .out and said hello;

Their hearts all missed a beat.
“They opened up Wwith everything
.‘And’ slowly "bickeéd away,

And when théy -got outside the"
' fence - - \

N

They all wére heard to say:
It's ﬂice‘tq.‘be etc., etc.

. There may be.other verses. - If
so “they should be: collected before
we lose them entirely.. It seems
to me ‘that no Anzac Day celebra-
tion will be complete’ if we are so
hazy for words ‘that we aren’t able
to giye . tongue oemy . . . Ly
U “AlSoldier!in the ALE,” ?
“Stand to" Yout élasses Steady,”
“Salling O’er.the Ocean,”., .
“The'Lousy Lance Corporal,” '
etc., and-that’some effort should

'+2% - be made to refurbish a few mem-

"pries. ‘ Perhaps we' could cqllect
“the songs -and publish them in the

t;-_"COuJ,ler” or failing that, what

about/ a3 “select committee to pre-

X pare b Company Hymn: Sheet? If

‘such & ‘commitfee is formed I'd like
10 nominate Messts. Morgan, Stud
dy, Burridge’ and Monk. These

* ‘mighty skilled canaries would no
WY doubt add “‘Beaufiful Dreamer” to
the list in honour of our one and

only[ gramophone record and un-
doubtedly “This 'is my: story, 'This
is my ‘song, We’ve been in' Foster
and/op ‘Timor  too ——— long,”

. should also be. included. The late

Stan Ludlow used to sing it with
a verve and dash which often scorn
ed narrow musical tules.

Quite seriously, it's a.matter for
. some regret if we are going to for-

;" - get things ‘which werée part and

parcel of the group and which at

" times .of re-union can be quite ef-

fective “factors in re-inforcing As-

as’ “Maniolo La’tha with' the

a¢-
(R RE

cent| on the “ee” sound. & il
.What about  sending . in those

words boys? : y by
With regards to all. and a spece
ial mention for, that big blonde an-
imal *“*Pemberton Edward,” who in<
flicted 'an . Anzac Day .eve "wound
upon. me. - ; <o

W. F. BRYANT, of 319 Stanley Rd.,
Carina,. S.E.7., Brijsbane, writeés:
No doubt you will get quite a

surprise. to hear from me.. - Yes,

sir, the old, Sgt. Cook himself'and

still in the game cooking. ~§ince '

leaving Victoria ‘in‘ early 1947 1.
have been ‘living ~in Queensland, °

“mostly: all the time in Rockhamp- -

ton, -but at. present 1 havé my home " . .
in Brisbane. .Some time back I met
Alan Spence, the old C.0. of our .’
show. .He gave me the above ad--
dress and until now I thought it
would be. nice to hear a few things .

‘about our  old umpgtes™ and what “is
“idoing over.there In thé'way of the :

Asspciation  activities ~ for  since I
have lived in Brisbane 1 have come

across quite a ‘few of the lads,

Frank Craig, Spud Murphy, Angus

McLaughlin, ' Frank Searly, Peter .
Hearl, Sailor Ward, Dr. McPhee, '

Beeky Smith, Percy ‘Hantock, and:
a few others. ' Well 1 told them
that 1 would wrfte you and. pérhaps -
you might be able to give us some,
G.G. of the lads over there and
what’s doing in general, for it dis
my intention ‘to keep these lads
together so ‘that we can' let you
know. what’s  over here and who'’s
who in the manner of speech, but
on Anzac Day 1 told these lads we
march . with “Z” Force, and after-
wards around to Victoria Barracks
for a little yarn and a few grogs.
They said’they would be there O.K. .
but writing you I thought that per-

.haps you may have some papers,

etc., put out monthly of so and if
1 could get something of the cur-
rent affaifs. with _the Association. .

and of the lads over- there then

maybe we ,;will have our own social

and would be able to bring up to

scratch about the lads in Queens- .
land. ' 1 want ta. start this, as we''
hayen’t a thing going and I retkop .
we should, so I am-taking this on

‘my shoulders to get. things movi_n?l )

and round, up every Tom, Dick
Harr dueany, v Gl




N K SN (

:. Afe  yoy. in. contact. with the
* Victorians® and N.S.W. ‘lads? . If
.50 1 would appreciate it greatly if
1 knew my old mate’s address, Max.
Davies, Smash Hodsaon and- George
Kennedy, or better still, 'maybe if
" they have an Association going I
could write them also.

Anyway cobber, I would be very
grateful if you can let me have any
information yow can by Anzac Day
" for 'l know. the lads will appreciate

any news possible and it would
make our day a bur/nper, X
."1 do hope and wish to send my
best regards to the Association and
to' all chaps of the old Unit, so'
bottoms up for the present.

(Printed for the publisher by “The
‘Swan. Express,” 10 Helena Street,
Midland _ Junction, W:A.)

V PWILBY. C/- P. 'Swuin, “Komss

“newspaper article on Hoop and the

T

ik

dale,” Darong, Q., writés:— ¢
_ Please find enclosed 'some moze
fuel for the fire. . I ran across tha

oil prospects and other industries .
at Roma. -You may find something
in it to interest you. News is news ... s
whatever it may be, so I am .told. 4
We branded over. 1,000 calves
today -and tonight they are letting
us know all -about it, I find it
hard to concentrate midst all this
noise so excuse the brevity of this .
note. 1 intend to make up for it
someday by sending you a bomb-

shell. I'm just getting it primed i3
.up. :

(The enclosed press cufting
shows a photo of Alderman "Ngil
Hooper, ‘Mayor of Roma, looking

at-a bottle of natural gas from the
nearby bore. —Ed.) o

Capt. Laidlaw, who 'had taken
“B» Platoon back to the south coast
regions of Alas, Same. and Hater<
bidu to give the boys a chance to
recoup from the severe mauling re-
-ceived on the occasion of the move-
“'ment. from the  near precincts of
 Dili'and also to ‘give the malaria a
chance to die. down, decided early
in May thats the time had come
when we should revert to a fighting

© force. He made his decision to
move back into the fighting zone
and considered that the nearer he
could get to the main Jap base at
Dili the better for all concerned.
He moved the whole of his. platoon

nounced Remsha) and then dispos-
ed his forces thvoughout the area.
Lt. Nisbet’s No. 4 Section remained
with Patoon H.Q. at Remexio
which incidengally was  situated
about 10 air miles east of Dili. No.
5 Section, under Lt. Cardy, was at
a small native village a few miles
to the south and No. 6 Section un-
serve = at another 'village further
. south. Lt. Garnet with .a small
band of our reipforcements was
-also. under commang. bl o

Histovically UYours!

gy " THE RAID ON DILI

“to the village of Remexio (pro-

- der Lt. Mackintosh, were in re- -

The first task was to set up . ;
O.P.’s at one or two points, and i
observe the method by which the .

Jap controlled Dili. = It was alse

at this ‘time that through natives

who .were loyal to aur causé that
contact was made with several Por-

to officials, one in particular being

a police officidl by ,name Juan Vier-

ra, who used to send information of

Jap movement to Laidlaw. using
natives .who moved out of Dili to

till plantations and such .like.  These .
natives would have .notes concealed M
in theéir leipers and when searched

by Jap sentries would “drop . their
leipers, folds and all, to the ground

and when the search was over lift

them up again, note and all. .

It was at this time that Laidlaw
conceived the idea of ‘a night raid
on Dili as a diversion and if carried
to the ultimate to try.and release
Pte. Merv. Ryan who was known- to
th_:ra prisoner in one of the huts jn’

ili. : CdE

Now let Ray Aitken, who was a,
member’ of this ralding party,. tell
the story.in his own- words,

* " The raid on Dili was conducted
by No. 4 Seétion 'on. the night of -
May 15716, 1942, ‘It co geive ¢

P



. énemy
whith enclosed the main township

“. bisse and Aileu.

¢«

ed and planned by Geof Laidlaw

as @ partial apswer to the danger-
ous inroads the enemy had made
by occupying Eremera. At its out-
- set it had 3 dual purpose.  Its aims
were te shoot up
‘possible in' the suybsequent confu-
slon to liberate Pte. Merv Ryan,
‘who had been”wounded and captur-
ad-“in the aerodrome fracas at the
‘{ime of the initial Nipponese land-
“ing.

Laidlaw 'and 'Nisbet conducted a
two: man daylight reconnaissance
» of the eastern. approaches "to Dili
. and proved that there was’ little
activity ~ outside his wire

and the outlying groups of huts and
a cocoanut plantation to the south
east of the town. .
" They established contact with
the people of the village of Cumeer
. on the forward slopes of the first
. ridge to the eastward of Dili, '
" It'is perhaps symptomatic of the
Australian prestige -and: also of the
Mombai hatred of the Nipponese
that these people who lived only
+* perhaps 2,000 -yards airline from
" the Jap perimeter and were in day

.‘-‘.7_‘ “to day contact with. him saw no--
. thing strange in a night raid being

fnounted from their village. It is
.a)so evidence .of the trust we placed
in these people that I do not think
L7t occhirred to any of the force en-
wgaged + that treachery was even a
remoté ‘possibility, ) .
After effecting - a survey within
" the limits prescribed by working
* in daylight Laidlaw and Nisbet set
~ up camp in the village of Guicraca
(pronounced-Kikrassi) to await the

" arrival of No.4 Section which was

moving fram Hatuhuda via Mam-

rived on the evening of the 13th
~and on the following evening the
famous secret contact with certain
Porto - army personnel ‘was made.
No ong has seen larger side boards,
larger cigarette holders or a thicker
smoke haze than 'was to be found
lin the Guicraca guest hut that even-
“ing.
Geoffrey Gasford Laidlaw more
than on that night as ‘he tried to
- acquire reason and order from the
mixture of Portuguese, English and
Tetum - and the occasional obscene
and ‘ynsolicited - remark - from the
h‘,sgﬂ“tw. ong’ Georgé  Hamilton
o6

Jap H.Q. and if’

The section ar-.

‘anyone who went on

The writer never admired. -

The main tenor of the

argument appeared to tend towards
the complete destruction: of Porto .

neutrality, the  elimination . of =
Capitan da Costa and the liquida . :

tion; of the island Chinese on the - .

grounds that every sino is a spy.
The centre for such a disturbance
was to be Sergenta Martaens, who -
had little to say, but for whom his
compratriots claimed much as' a
future guerilla chieftain. Martaens
appearance and general bearing ale
ways led me to believe that some
cockney sailor named Martins must
have visited Lisboa 27 to 30 years
earlier. N

This Gitbert and Sullivan- inter-
lude while it had nothing to do
with the raid, did amply illustrate
the Porto love of intrigue or at
least this love in its most verbal
and smoke laden form. I think it
was Robert Ewan who said: “If the

bastards can fight as well as they ,.

P

can talk ‘they don’t need us to help .~

them.” ;
Next morning. with our arch plot
ters of the previous evening long

.gone to their aguadiente and fetohs

the section moved quietly to Cum-
eer arriving in the late afternoon.
Here the first casualty emerged in*:
that it was. discovered that Charlie
Pickering had a raging attack of
malaria and a dangerously high
temperture and he -had ;to be left
behingd in the village. - Norm Thorn
ton had a similar if less severe at-
tack and ‘though he covered up so
that he might remain in the party
he must have had a very bad time
of 'it. '

“The Bull’”” ordered that faces be
blackened with charcoal ‘and cloth-
ing suitably camouflaged, and made
a ‘start with a total section of 15
as soon as it was sufficiently dark.
Time dulls memories and no daubt
this raid
would like to be listed. The writer -
is not able to make a complete list
but here goes. - Capt. Laidlaw, Lt.
Nisbet, Cpls. Morgan, Aitken, L-
Cpl. Ewan, Pts. Thornton, Smith,
C. King, Lacey, Kenneally, Blundy.
volunteer Julie' Madera and three
more (speak up boys). Two were
probably Holly and Ludlow. - The

latter is very likely as there were: |

three Tommy gunners, Ewan and
Thornton were two ;nd Ludlow the
probable .third. - v h Y
Only three natlves were taken,
These were those attached to Laid--

Mooy




“faw, Nisbet. and :Aitken, and were:

. “.respectively  Batiista,
‘ “Man , Lare. ; )
"...On arrival at ‘the dry river bea
' ‘close’.to Dili a rendezvous was es-
" . tablished under a large tree and the
three natives and surplus gear were
- left here. e
,.<'The squad arrived on the north-
south road opposite enemy outer
wire at.about midnight and some
haste was needed as a diversion had
been’ organised.  Lt. Garnett had
been detailed to conduct his -sec-
tion down the Cumeer spur to the
east coast road and to open fire on
the bridge and wire at this point.
Laidlaw ordered Aitken to take
2, man and investigate the possibil-
ity of finding a way through the
‘'wire on a usable track or road.

Rufino. - and

itken selected Thornton, which at -

this distance of space and time was
- a, pretty hard thing on 2 man who
was rocking on his feet with ‘“the
wog”. ,They found that the wire
-'an one of the main streets was of
_two very efficient “knife/rests,” but
that the ‘‘rests’” were: .secured to-
gether only by two or three barb
strands to themselves and to the
*main gate posts. They reported
i back to ‘Laidlaw that it would be
7. possible 'to go over these links by
‘pressing them down with a rifle
‘harre]. Aitken was accordingly
ordered to take'a man-and to pros-
pect up the street to the approxim-
‘- ate ‘area of a-lighted hut he had
seen.
.. ably .aware of Thornton’s near
. physical* incapacity, put himself in
by saying: “I’ll be the man, Ray.”
.-, Nisbet - and, Aitken prospected
quickly up the roadside travelling
“in a drain about. knee deep, but
. ‘reasonably dry until they came ap-
posite the lighted hut. The gate-
way to the hut was of white stone
pillars.
some kind of L.M.G. was mounted
vin sand bags abutting on the fleft
pillar. . . It was apparently unman-
ned.. They made Hhaste back to
~Laidlaw and reported that the first
'250 yards or so was passablé and
¢lear. ¢ ‘ g™ '

o}‘ entered the town led
\ Opposite the light
aidlaw halted 'his. section and en-
quired of Nisbet and Aitken wheth-
. er they thought the: mounted gun:

was.a Lewis.,

“ally into 'the air.

At this stage Nisbet prob-

There' was no. gate but -

-able ‘walls.. '

- left behind in. the - drain.

B Y

available "and on this: assumption
and to allow' us to use the same
route in retreat' Laidlaw started to’

cross the road-to. disarm 'it. ;. A’
small bald headed shirt sleeved Nip-
ponese came through the gateway -
to meet him in the middle of ithe. -
road. I have always believed that,
oyr. movement had .-been so ~quiet

that the little chap 'was probablyi
answering a call of nature. At any .

rate he tried to make poiite conver- -

sation with “The Bull”’ who brown- "
ed him off with his .45 automatic..
They were so ciose that the O.C. |
must. have run the risk of a big' .
toe blood blister when. thé little
fellow hit the ground.

. The diversion, somewhat feeble
in fire power, could now ibe heard. .

It lasted only for a few volleys and '
had No, 4 Section accomplishéd its

mission and reached H.Q. it
have been very
section’s. retreat. g
- Laidlaw now ordered the “open
fire and a general. slow retreat. An

would
poor cover fot the

enemy soldier With more guts than

brains, ran through the gatéway., A
rifleman, 1 think Morgan, shot him
through either the lower body. or
the -thighs. ~ He collapsed op the '
road but succeeded in firing,three -
shots frqm'a pistol almost vertic-
: Apparently in ‘a
fit of mental aberration he wag still
trying to give an alarm si nal,” The
Tommy guns enfiladed him+ at, a
total range of about 40 feet ahd he
lay still. " These were the; only
shots fired by the enemy. ., “ "
. The section backed away copcen-
trating their fire low down: op the
bamboo walls of the huts. : I think
in that fairly dark night this was
the most beautiful exhibition of
controlled fire: power ‘| have . ever :°
seen. " It was provided chiefly by -
about. seven rifles apd. three subs.
and. was - fired ‘diagonally. since each
man was: side. stepping down , the
drain.. It was not until the follow-
ing week that we were to discover!
how effective and lethal it had béen
directed as it was into eyer popux ' .
lated’ huts with completely vulner-

~ Three people '»f~misiud§e‘c'lv
speed of the movement and: were '
! _These
were . Laidlaw and Kenneally; <
h

.ing

It did “in - fact "look . -
i h.li

Cthe



Mt he w:\s Headle
retn‘rne? to the 4
rioises further 1 »
‘he. wrongly' supposed 1o’ be
my but “were "in fact ‘made
Laidlaw 'and Kenneaily, he discard-
ed . thé, ‘drai;
the middle o oad giving a fair
imitation .o John Treloak. ' He
had no ‘trouble getting through ‘the
“‘knif§ rests’ as ‘the crdss strands
Wwere no lopgerin pc;; i
i ently being taken 2
Maddera’s. shms ds_he navigated the
‘sectfon out, Padd ‘and. Geoff ‘also
“left the drain and made off diag-
- onally . thmqgh the plantation cross
‘itg the main wiré at the nofth-
south rogdside. - Aitken arrived firsf
the :'rendezvous,, followed " in
abeut ree 'minutes by Lafdlaw and
. Keneally, - This speaks “highly . of
.Madera,s capacity for ‘pilotage as
‘they wdited 2 ,quarter of an hour
i for, thE sectton to’ arriye.
’ "tlus time they endeavoured to quell

afing’s ‘bawling since ‘he was con.

ced ~that Tenente Nisbet was no

ore “The Bull,” probably since
the group was so small, committed
himself a° small mdiscretxon, the
only one -of its kind I ever heard
¢ himr use, in somé well chosen words
about ihe lenigth of dtversions.

Non@ ‘of/-us was injured in any
way durlng the raid.." The only

. losses | |were_one nﬂe .and one tin

/ Wat.
; \lt ig pointless 1o’ clanm too much
" for ‘At ‘but it is possibly. significant
J that the Jap - withdrew - from Ere-
“ meta and that he instituted a long
“term system ‘of stand, to’s.

" Thé Bodies of the enemy. killed
4nd some fortultjously killed nat-
“ives were incinerated on the aero-
drome in a cocoanut’ pyre' com cite
, With slouch hats and web
"from the . original struggle. - *The
natives were " invited  to ' 'see - the
“Australian;” who ‘had “been killed.
" “This was a ‘source of ‘much amuse-
ment” them as’ their Cumeer

cousins had been able to count us

in and out.
Several ‘weeks ater,” after the

Singapore “Tiger ambush ,and the:

ubsequent mortaring. ‘of Guicraca
g | “B”, Platoon. was

and took: off: ‘down

‘but. that hut number two' had

During .

3 three-o . ronnd or a

posted on'. enemy movements. sib-
' sequently” joined ‘the International

Brigade 'when'he 'hit:the “Wanted

list, and was later killed with “Z?°:

Special On this .occasion he taxs s
ed us with the charge that, “Au
trali mati fetoh,” which; he ttmugh,
was a gréat joke. On Dbeing assur-
ed that no’ Aastralian Killed women ..
as ‘such -a move would “have been
regarded “by a  certain Cottesloe =
boy as a wicked waste, he asked us -

i¢ - how we. expldined’ thé’ number. of

women - killed in -the raid. ' We
couldn’t but he could: 1t appeared
that hut number one was. the 'main
edstern guard hut 'a4s we had ,oped
beeii
the brothel
Subse?uent hjgher orders and a
period -of “passive resistande” -elim-
inated taids like the oné degcribed’;
from our' battery of tricks.\r Al-
though ‘Laidlaw had preved that the
wide Dili - perimeter ‘Wwas” mtens'
vulnérable to night stunts mo futu
ther ‘moves in this ‘ditection were
made. There "'was sdrely ' little
doubt that ‘such  minor raids ‘were
%onomical of effort-and’ casnalties,
hey were a type -of actmty for:
wlnch we were: specially adapted
ill always  seem :that it would
v been  much better to have had’

: the Nipponese having the 'sleepless

nights' rather ‘than' ourselves: and
further that an intensive serles of
such’ raids might - have forestalled
the' August debacle. . -

No / su‘mmary of the Dih
would . be'-“complete - without
statement from Mervyn Ryan who
must have dled a thousand deaths
that night. -~ He was much closer
to us than we realised and was con-

vinced that he was due to ‘collect
Tommy tun
slu« at. anv tick of the clock.

. Get moblle and scnbble : bit
Merv 2

md

“'Whei .in' Tow
whlh‘k' Tho‘m :
DDN CLOTHING CO.

Ynur ‘R For Mercery '
: Meet: Dave Ritchie and. Say
-\sood-da bt
to%,Your Way on Au Purchases




viétorian vocdl Ueétlm*m

At a Committee meetmg hel:l
"14/3/61 thé main:business under
discussion - was
for our Anzac Day re-union to be
held as usual at the No.'2 Com-
mando, Coy. Drill Hall, Ripponlea,
immediately after the march.  All
catering arrangements ‘were attend-
ed to with the help of the No. 2
- Coy. boys who are in ‘a position to
arrange our liquid' refreshments
‘through - their own channels and
this is a great help to ys and we
~are very grateful for their keenness

~ and support to help us at all times.
It promises to be a re-union out of
the box. Bruce’ McLaren as al-
ways is looking after the food and
various other jobs’ were allocated
to members. . It was also decided
to try,Aand arrange to get a recorder
. and tidpes-ito tape messages from
. our ‘'mémbers to send. over to the
West , boys—as we enjoyed their
Rape messages last year.  We are
hoping that Alan Munro will be
¥ able to help us out here.

“We arranged a night out to meet
“The ' Bull” and officially welcome
Y him to " Victoria now that he has
. been moved over here by his firm.

We held it on' March 24 at the ‘Lon

don Hotel, met for .drinks before
tea and those that were able to stay

‘on. #nd have dinner afterwards. We.'

~had 4 very good roll-up’ and those
-present ‘to  welcome - Geoff were
Bért Tobin, Dave: Brown, Smasho
Hodgson, Bruge McLaren,
.McKenvig, " Gedrge: Kennedy, -Gerry
O'Toole, John (Bluey) " Southwell,

Key Curran and his ‘mate Cec Laps- -

Iy (who was over in the West with
- Kev on one of his visits and met a
lot of the ‘boys over theré). Kev
. and - Cec speciall
down from. . Bendi Jim Wall
! 'Pave Dexter and’ Yours Truly. Ev-
erybody “was able to stay on for
dinner and we had.a .yery enjoyable
.night and'it ‘was good to.seée éeoﬂ‘
‘again and’ we are glad: ‘that he is
‘'voing:to- he. with us mﬂa while.
~ Berme Callinan sent his apologies.

‘was' up-in Sydney &1 business..
d

lt wis, . good to see Smasho
in." Dfex ‘was telling us that Vol.

a1 "War . History. “The. New

o1 Oﬂen .m,43,44'r which
Biished b

the arrangements.

_zac

Gerry

made the trip

it ease the

tap it ‘ever repair
misspent oo ¢

mends it to all ;the boys.: Dex put
in:a lot of hard work and research
to wtite this .volume and we should
be very proud of him, Kevni has
promtsed to come down for’ the An-

see a lot of new faces this year as;
well 3s all the old ones
‘This ‘news is a littleq}ate but het»_.‘

‘ter late than never.

Pete Krause cracked it for, a

‘baby daughter just after Christmas -

this makes the score three Boys and -
a girl. Congrats to Pete and Alvina
they dre both doing fine xnd we
wish them all the Best. .

Was very ‘surptised to *hear that
Gerry had gone back West. He
snook out very -quietly which Was
a . pity as we would have liked §
lg)una him a farewell.. . Gerry  has’
een 3 tower of strength over. here
for years and we all wish you the
very' best of luck ‘and health:
your new veﬁturc over there; .G
ry, and may you make a piacke
and really en]oy the Best of health*

We willy always be' pleased to see ¢ .

you should you ¢ame over ‘this way,'
Well, chaps, that’s all" the» neWs'

from Victoria at: present.
.--HA RY BOTTERILL

Soad Fa?

The usual  forms were bcmq‘
filled out at relief headquarters,”
- Official; *“Do you owe any back
hOuse lreﬁt?" :
fcant (with ' dignity) “We
ain’t gad no batkhouse for yearam-
we got ‘modérn plumging s 2,
R S 3

" A judge, noted’ ior his st
frbm the shoulder: talks, W
dressing the ,court. -

“We must all.. remember
money isn't. everyt ing, . Mq.
will not give us.health, nor-

nawirig pain of b
ken heart oney cdn ver%ﬂ
our en dreams or bring' h
piness 0 a shattored home,
e mrages qs.

f

ynion and we are hoping to i
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