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Your ‘Duty

o | Annual General
P ‘Meeting
| Tuesday, July 2nd
Itis your duty to be present i
at this meeting. If you have
§ - s & | - any interest in Association
’ welfare then be at this most
important meeting.—Editor.




APRIL MEETING.

 West Australian Whiy

AUTOMATION

‘On‘'1‘.uesd9‘,~y'_.-eve,nin‘g2 JApril 2, we_yvré,re treated to ohe. of
1 the finest talks‘by a guest spesker.that we have been privil-
eged to hear since the meetings have been of the entertain-

. ment. kind,

The” subject . was. “Automation”, .

“and the speaker was Ken Watson,

‘one of .the executive of Bell Bros. .

" Ken Watson spent. a long time
recently actively engaged in work-
ing .in factories where automation

has been introduced on a-« large:

scale.

& Ken’s activities were spread ‘over
a vast number of different projects
and naturally covered quite a few

. different firms.  Whilst the big -

strike at the Standard Motor Com-
pany was on he was working in the
factory and gave us a brilliant des-
cription of how a modern motor
works, converted to automation,
- functioned.” As you probably know,
the big strike was caused by the
workers thinking that automation
was going to place a lot of them out
of work. It was afterwards found
that while “automation speeded up
production considerably it took
about the same number of men to

produce the same number of art-

icles. This was worked by means
of the fact that it took a lot more
men to produce the initial plans and
patterns, etc., than before and also

the final handling and packing ab- '

sorbed more men. This all seems
hard for the layman to understand,
but Ken assured. us that it was a
fact. y

- Another field that Mr. Watson
entered into- was experimental.work
at the Spetrry Gyroscope Works.
Many of the precision instryments
used in modern guided missiles
were produced at this factory. Some
of the acgomplishments of - these
; instruments,( are truly fangastic.
. . Throughout Ken’s lucid -explana-
" tions of these many and varied aut-
-.omatit ' means of .pyoduction : his
ready wit kept our interest as he

spiced his .talk with reminiscences .

. of his own private movements in
s England and'the Continent.

;. After Colin Doig had thanked Ken

- we gathered ropnd the good dld keg
and cheese and:biscuits. ’

- Al in @l @ hrattling, go

~and, one lihat we will really gain
some usefgl knowledge from.

It'was Very gratifying to the Com
mittee to,"see such ‘a good roll up
of membgrs. They ' must have
known that the fare was fo- be of
No. 1 quality. : o

1 was pleased to see our jold pal
Mick Calgutt, after a spell away.

Hope tha} you will be able to pop:

up more ‘now, Mick, ‘

Anothef in Charlie King was hav-
ing a good time and was noticed
‘having a ‘really good old ear bash
and a few .beers. Merv Cash also
found time off for a little amuse-
ment. |

'
I

THOSE SUBS CHAPS!

Now,. chappies, what about
- those dubs?  There are still a
lot of you regular members who
are . unfinancial "in the Associa-

tion. i

. And'you other lads who up
till now . haven’t kept yourself
financial, what about it?* Come
along tp a ‘meeting and see what
you are missing. Apart from
meeting your old mates again
and having a chinwag there are
numerous other entertdinments
and amusements arranged for
you. Sports nights, film even-
ings, talks on interesting sub-
jects are planned by your com-
mittee to give you an everchang-
in% farg for YOUR evening.

It is very discouraging to see-
 only a few turn up after’so much
work has been put into these
arrangéments. )

Now give it a go——you won’t

be sorry. ‘ : :

The usual “spot or two” is

always on. - - : ;

- (Printed, for. the publisher:by “The.’
Swan Ei ress”, 1@ Helena Street,’
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C)ommtttee ‘ ‘ :mmentv

Minutes of Committee meeting
held at Monash Club,. King;st., on
‘Tuesday, April 17, at 8.30 p.m.

Present: Messrs. Gréen, ‘McDon-
ald, Napier, Pendergrast, March and
Carey, i
Minutes: Minutes E)f previous

Committee meeting weéye read and-

confirmed on the motiofi of Messrs.
‘March, and Napier. i

- ’,
Business Arising: {

. April Meeting: Mr., Napier re- ~

ported a fair  attendance. ‘The
guest:speaker, Mr. K. Watson, had
givenia very interesting talk-and in
appregiation of his talk -it was re-
solved a letter of thanks be sent to
him. 5
May. Meeting: This to be a film
night.”  Mr. Laidlaw had promised
Ampol would put on a; show. It
was decided members could bring a
friend." - ;
Anzac Day: The fol'ﬁlowing ar-
"rangements were determined for
Anzac 'Day: Wreath, ordered from
Wilson . & Johns by J. Carey; Rep-
resentation at Dawn Service by
Messrs, Pendergrast and Napier; Re-
freshments, eats from Messrs. Dook
and Hollis; Contributions, same as
' previous year; Identity tags. sup-
plied by Mr. Doig; Frame of Wreath
to be recovered by Mr. Pendergrast
Permission for use of rear of drill
hall to be obtained.
Honour Avenue: Mr. Pender-
grast reported an attendance of 16
‘members. A good deal of work
had béen accomplished: and the
turn out was most satisfactory. Mr.
. Green said he would try and ob-

tain a mower and cut the grass .

within the next few weeks.

General Business:

Finange: The Treasurer, Mr. Na-
pier reported finances in our cur-
rent agy ount were at a very low
ebb. After a lengthy digcussion it
was décided to conduct! a sweep
providing permission could be ob-
" tained from the Lotteries Commis-
sion.  Tickets to be 1/- each and
prizes: 4, Ladies costume or. gents
suit .made to measure, value £30;
2, 50 gallons petrol; 3, Groceries,
value £5. gt
7 'Sweep to be drawn June 19, re-

b

sults in “West Australian’ June 22.
The acting "sécretary undertook to .
issue. the tickets.

General: Mr. March said that with
the assistance of Mr. Napier he
would like to introduce 4 new fil-
ing system' in card form, ‘He out-
lined his ideas and Mr. Green said
he considered Mr. March’s offer,
most' generous and acceptable.

‘There being no further business
the meeting closed at 11 p.m.

./dz,dociation _ ./4ctiuilfied
WORKING BEE

A great deal of work was accom-
plished on the morning of ‘Sunday,

April 7, when 16 of our members

turned up to rake and clean up the
King’s Park area and to plant more
grass. ‘
"When a lot of the leaves ‘and
rubbish had been raked.up it was
seen that the grass wasn’t in such
a bad state as it appeared, although
some patches were very bad and
need replanting.” It will be necess-
ary to conduct another working bee
before the Commemotration Cere- '
mony-and that date will be advised
in the ‘Courier’. ¥
‘Unfortunately the grass was not
able to be cut but we hope to be
able to do that soon. e St
Those who came along were:'
Charlie Gorton, Henry Sproxton,"
“Dutch” Hollyand, Tom Nisbet, Ger
ry Green, Joe Poynton, Jack Carey,
Alby Friend, Keith Hayes, “Sprig”’
McDonald, Colin Doig, Jerry Haire,
{‘Blue” Pendergrast, Clarrie” Varian,
Ron Dook and Wilf March.
I don’t think I have left anyone
out.  That would be a sin after

it?

i tlawing all the morning, ‘wouldn’t

ANZAC DAY

Once dgain Anzac Day has come
and_gone and as usual the Unit put
its best foot forward and a cracker-
yack_ march and day resulted." £

Firstly at the Dawn ‘Service at
the State War Memoporial, 2 wreat :
in the shape of our .colour patch
In red and grey was:laid by two
representatives. - Then at 10 a.m
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the main body of the lads lined up
and marched behind the banner to
. the service on the Esplanade. With
assistance from other Squadrons
(excépt the 2/5 who marched as a
separate unit) we managed to mus-
ter 60 marchers.

" Geoff. Laidlaw commanded the
parade as Senior Unit Officer- on
parade and Mick Morgan was ban-
ner bearet. . Other members of the
Unit were marching 'in uniform
with various C.M.F. Units. Tom
Nisbet in the uniform of a Brig-
adier in charge of Headquarter
Groups, Barry Lawrence a Lieuten-

ant with 44th Battalion and Ray-

Parry with 16th Batt. ;

After the service the gang met
at 16th Battalion Drill Hall where
the usual refreshments were par-
taken of and generally the show

kept going till 6 p.m. with various’

private parties going to various
hours of the ‘night and early morn-
ing. Everyone voted it one of the
"best days -ever. At this function
we were joined by 2/5 with about
20 members who were under their
own banner for the first time.

Just 3 few of the personalities on
parade. Firstly our Commander,
“Bull” Laidlaw, who looks not a day
older than Timor days. Mick Mor-
gan, a . little greyer than -of yore
but still looking extra well but
troubled . with his back. For the
first time on parade in W.A. ‘Arch
. Campbell, and he seemed to be en-
joying it very much and has already
decided" that this is to be a hardy
annual for him. Another first on
parade in W.A. was Gerry Tuohy
who is now catering officer for Wes
tern Command. Gerry looked in
marvellous form and still the Tuohy
of the ready laugh and full of good
fun. . Peter Campbell made the trip
from Norseman to be with the beys
and he too looked wonderful. :Ted
Potts was on the march but made
an early éxist. Len Bagley made it
for. the march this year as most
Anzac Days he is working.. - Len
brought his dad along to enjoy the
company of ‘the gang. . Merv Ryan
was there looking very well after
his long sojourn in hospital. Dus-
ty Studdy seen for the first time
~for ages, completely unchanged
and in:good form. Arthur Smith

" just out of hospital and not looking

100 per cent ‘yet but still manag-
ing to.raise a smile. Percy Han-

bow tie. Jack Wicks seen for the

first time for ages and also in the
pink. Ron Kirkwood, who is now
domiciled in the city, made the par-
ade after a long absence and really
enjoyed himself. Same applies to
Biil Howell who looks well.  Afraid
if I have missed anyone who thinks
he should hgve been written up, my
apologies.

.For. the success of the day much
credit to Jack Carey, Fred Napier,
Gerry Green, “Blue” Prendergast,
Mick Calcutt, Ron Dook and Bill
Hollis, who;fall performed a tremen-
dous amount of work to make the
day tick. § '

DAVIS 'CUP FILM NIGHT

The May meeting took the form
of a film night and as usual on
these eventrgs we had a rattling
good turnup. We have received
quite a lot, of stimulation from the
good roll up at recent meetings and
look forward to even better attend-

"ances in thg future.

Ampol pat on the films and show
ed . both Ithe recent Davis Cup
matches and Ampol Car Trial.
Great films and well received by the
lads. :

Thanks are due to Geoff Laidla\i(

for organising the showing.

While the Davis Cup was con-
sidered to be the main attraction,
the Ampol Car. Trial stole some of
its thunder. The great coverage
which the film unit made brought
to our notice the hazards and beau-
tiful scenery in colour.

Afterwards the wusual refresh-
ment was .enjoyed. More interest-
ing eveninigs are to follow boys, so
keep the first- Tuesday .in the
moonth free always. :

Being guest night many new
friends were made and a few old
faces -turned up. =

THOSE SWEEP BUTTS
Don’t wait until the last minute

“to return your sweep butfs. It

makes the job very hard when all
the butts; come in at the fast min-
ute. I :

The sweep is to be drawn on

Wednésdﬁy June 19, and& results

published!in the “West Au;;tralian” :

on Saturday, June 22. :
The cothmittee has diretted me

to state tha

_to be present.

AL i
e i

SEHGEGH . Dot AN Ty
baen: purchased. by.you,;: S@;whip
those: butts into, the.mail. as spon
as,possible.. R et
“¥ou ‘can’ ‘cotoperate’ even ‘further
byt including '@ “few Haes: in'iwith
our butts. - Otheér Vunit <papers
idve ' 'had- " to''cease ' /publication
throtigh < “lack "~ of correspondence.
We, gertainly don’t wg:ﬁ ,tl}at to

T

happen” and that little ifem ‘6f news
from “you will help the ‘Coutier’
along no end.: 4 )

ANNUAL DINNE&
10th AUGUST, 1957

Listening in on the grapevine it
appeaks that the Annudl Dinner is
to be: “‘something to write home
aboutf. * The Committee’ has things
well in hand to give the new Com-
mittee, which will take ¢ffice at the
Annual General Meeting'in July, a
good start. They have the unenvi-
able job of organising % big show

:such as this with only & short ten-

ure of office behind them

You will give them a great hand
by keeping the Dinner date firmly
fixed in your mind and making
every effort to be there. It has
always been a grand night and this
fpming one will NOT be the excep-
ion. b

Shenton Park R.S.L. Hall is the»

venue and ‘as ‘we have nearly all
been there béfore we shouldn’t have
any trouble on that 'score. If you
are not sure of how to get there
contact one of the Committee or
ask a fellow member if. you can.
Best to get that part of the business
organised well and truly before-
hand. ’

I have already been assured by
a vast number. of town members
that théy will be present so it now
remains. to be seen if the change
of date can assist country members

It’s ynderstood that .the date

‘won’t siuit all but if we cin bring a

féew country members to ‘Perth at
this tim& who haven’t been able to
make it before, well we have achiev-
ed something.  That’s something
we won't know until the time ar-
rives. &
IT’S YOUR NIGHT—AUGUST 10
" BE THERE! -

LT P B R CRAR Y { b
COMMEMORATION SERVICE
AUGUST 11

As has'béénthe’ practice in the
past, the servicé will be héld at the
usual spot inKingls Park Wwhere
our own section. of trees are dedi-

The service commences, at 3 pnf
and will: follgw, along . the . lines, of
previous years.” Whilst it is hard
to predict the weather in August
an endeavour is being made to ob-
tain permission to erect a tempor-
ary shelter adjacent to the area.
This will probably be a.bell tent.
Anyway more about that Jater when
final arrangements are made.

This day is one which we all re- .
vere and 31l members are asked to
make a special effort to be present
and pay respects to our fallen com-
rades. They have not died in vain
and it behoves us to give them this
“so little” in return for the ‘so
great service’ they rendered us.

VALE JACK SERVANTE

On May 8 our old pal Jack’
Servante passed away. For a
long time Jack had been ill
and his . passing has comie as
a great shock to all his old
pals.  Jack had been in W.A.
for a coniparatively short time
but he had made a host of
friends who deeply mourn him.
The funeral tock place at the
Fremantle Cémetery on Satwe-
day, May 11, where a large roll
up of Association members was
present.

VALE, DON LACEY

News has come to hand re
the passing of another old
friend. Don Lacey has been
killed in a motor aecident in
the Darwin area. 1If anyone
has any more news re Don,
the committee would appreci-
ate g letter giving us further
details. —Editor. '

An Address You May Need:
Editor, . *
Wilf March,
3 Bricknall Road,
Attadale, W.A.:

SWEEP BUTTS BEFORE WEDNESDA




. “LEST WE EQRGET"

Lilya, Sgt. D.,-killed in action, Ti-

mor,. May, 17,/ 1945, age’ 21.

. APOLOGY
I wish to apologise to Norma and
Jack Hasson for ~having omitted
Fred Smith’s name from the  Feb-
ruary obituary notices. Fred was
Norma’s brother, and it is with
deep regret that she has been oc-

.- casioned any: grief over this over-

sight.

) perzsona ilies

BILL HOWELL turned up.at the
April meeting 4dnd looks a picture
of health. The “Boy” doesn’t get
much opportunity to pay us a visit
but is always very welcome. Bill
has recently taken the big dive and
married, He is a barman at the
Peninsular Hotel, -Mandutrah.  'So
any of you fishing enthusiasts who

will be visiting down that way, pop -

in and see Bill and he will put you
onto the right spots, etc.  While
talking about ‘“spots” Bill pulls ra-
thet a good drop of ale. so .make
- sure you have the necessary few
shekels in the bin when calling in.

. JIM CANTRILL has just returned
from a working trip to Geraldton.
He was only there for a week and
.was loading manganese. Having to

work 14 or 15 hour shifts he was .

‘ot able to play very much and al-
_though he popped into .a few of
' the haunts -usually frequented by
our Geraldton members he was un-
fortunateé that he missed seeing any
of them. He is shortly to go on
another ‘trip to the mulga~—this
.time to Peak Hill, out from Meeka-
‘tharra.” ‘He'will be away from home
about three months altogether, also
on a manganese loading job. ~

* GEORGE STRICKLAND has been
on 4 holiday recently. He spent a
couple ‘of -weeks at Mandurah and
-4 week at -Narrogin.  George re-
" cently was fortunate enough to win
£1,000. in Qharities 'and has. been
‘énjoying the spoils.
spanking new Ford 7ephyr received
g g in on hi.s tripe, Ni

MERV RYAN: Out of hospital
and” this time he  hoepes. for; good:
ldst- skin'‘graft on'his leg ‘appears
to be great success. We ‘can. look
forward to. seeing more of . Merv
under much pléasanter  circum-
stances. Merv “has always been
a. great Association worker even
when .not in: the best of health,

_GORDON;  “Blue” ~ PENDER-
GRAST s’ contemplating’ making
his perm,angnt residence in Collie.
Soon as” he .can make arrangéments
to sell hi@ghome in' Perth he will be
off to the south west. Edie,
“Blue’s” wife, is still not.in the
best of health and -perhaps the
change will do them both a lot of
good. Heére’'s our best wishes
“Blue” and:hope that yow will not
be held up:with your arrangéments
too -long. ;We will .miss 'you a lot
on commiftee but your livelihood
must come’first.

ERNIE DINWOODIE seems to. be
settling dofwn quite well at his Re-
hab coursd of metor mechanics at
the Perth "Technical College. * We
have seen quite a lot of Ernie late-
ly and hope that he can keep; up
the good work and enjoy himselﬁf; t
the numerous functions. )

ROUNDUP
\ :By Colin Doig

“Robbie’”’ Rowan-Robinson look-
ed in some time ago to say good-
day and to tell of meeting most of
the' gang in the Geraldton-North-
ampton area inclyding Eric Smyth,
Jack Denman, “Irish” Hopkins, Bill
Drage, Bruss Fag and Joe. Brand,
all of whgm looked after “Robbie”
while he had a holiday in the area.
While in the Big Smoke ‘Robbie”
went over to Garden Island-and saw

. the memorial erected by SR.D."to
their fallen: of the war including our -
old friends Zecka Rebella, Lijeut.

Peries, Des Lilya and others.

Bert Burges in town recently for
a Farmers® Union congress dnd man:

aged to Sandwich in a drink with °

Col ‘Doig, Dave -Ritchie, -Ron Kirk-
wood ‘and ‘Arthur Smith.. ‘Bert lo6k-
ell and at that ‘time: the
of conversation was Ti-

4857

aged to find time for.a few schoon-
ar h_the. writer and talk of old

" times. . 'Paddy.Jooks .years younger

than when in the army.  Still bat-
tling it out on the Boulder Per-
serverance.. i ' -

‘. Saw Don''Turton a couple of
times and afraid the c¢ircumstances
were not of the best as ‘Don had
had the misfortune to: lose his- sis-

ter, Molly, and. we pi#ss our most -

sincere condolences. { Don himself
lookéd well and said hg had just fin-
ished building a new thome on his
property at Wandering; ;

Rip McMahon dowpn. from the
bush for a brief spelliprior to re-
turn:to places unknown. Rip hav-
ing changed his locatign as barman
in couintry pubs. T

Ron Kirkwood is b#tk in Perth
after' quite a lengthy sojourn in
Kalgoorlie and is living at Cottes-

loe.- We hope to, see a bitof Ron
at meetings, ' etc.,” .from now :ofi 48
when in the city before he was one
of our-stalwarts, = . o

Arch Campbell also appears likely
to be in or around. the ¢ity shortly
as he has given away the farming
at Moulyinning and hopes to build
in Perth. He is another hard work- .
er, who we will “welcome to our
ranks. - .

Ken Bowden in his new home at
Point Walter and working like a
slave to knock it into shape. .

Dick Geere has been off work re-
cently with a slight touch of his old
heart trouble and we wish him a
most. speedy recovery.

Of interest to the old Foster bri-
gade, Jim Menzies is back .in Perth
to manage .a new subsidiary for
Skipper Bailey Motor Co., handling
heavy tractors. machinery, etc., af-
ter a'term at Bunbury,

'-kadm Harvest

Here is a letter from DUD TAP-
PER, of 54 Collingwood Avenue,
Flinders Park, S.A.- :Jerry Haire
ireceived ' this letter recently and
has kindly sent it on to the ‘Cour-
ier’ for publication. Thanks very
much Jerry. Hope that others re-

“ceiving mail from the boys will

follow suit.—Ed.
" Am . writing to you a little out of

" season, but never the less my con-

science.'is no doubt the provicator.

- 1 haveé:’been meaning to write to the

‘Courfer’ since last Nowember but
have never got around to it. I see
you have returned and settled down
from ‘your trip abroad, I read with
interegt - your -meeting ;with Scottie
Tayloy, and only wish.1 could have
been #(n h you on that day. I now
wouldylike to relite my meander-

stly the Olympig Games. We
the effort (how isinot import-.
and arrived in Melbourne in
pr the-opening ceremony, 2
ectacular show ; you could
ave seen, the g‘r‘bunds‘were
best being a. pageantry. of
with-.the .green; grass and
rack.and a beaufiful day ex-
ing the crowd pf 105,000.

We arrived about one hour before
the show started and the Vics. had
done a mighty job of having 200 -
seats in the one block for our
crowd and believe me my hand was
sore meeting chaps I had not seen
for many years. Bill Tomassett}
looking well and fit, Happy Green-
hall looking just as he did when he
set up his wireleéss in Timor right .
in the middle of one of our ambush-~
es. Butch McKenzie as fit-as when -
he swam the river at Darby. Ber-:
nie Callinhan' not much changed
in appearance from Foster days.
Campbell Rod about two stone heay -
ier from Cactus Flat. and a host of
many others. : ; .

The R.A.P. turned 'up in full
strength namely Cliff Paff and Alan .
Luby, and believe mé neither have
changed very much.” Mind you 1
saw most of these lags through. an
alcoholic haze.. My wife ahd 1 were -
guests of Max and “Grace Davies,
and Peter McGrachen, Max’s .cous-
in. .Strange when I mentioned’ the:
amber fluid my mind goes .to Max"
and Peter (a dirty dig, Davigs).

On with the gamgs.” We
saw the athletics;, namely the ‘ha
mer throw, Betty Cuthberts




ro Yank, winning his' heat antl

fitial” alS6 ‘relays: * ‘Heé is a' perfect

specimen of man-and a m‘tght_y’iuﬂ-
n't

hing ‘Her heats an'd_“ﬂn'al; B6b Mor-
'?byﬁ"ih‘é‘"l 1 ] BOb |

her:”’ ‘Unfortunately we' di ‘Have
»tl}d;‘héfs to see Shirley win her hur-
dles. NG
“Uin 3l the Games ' were ‘a''sénsa-
tiohal event and 1.will never regret
séeing’ them: " "All"1 can say®if I
had the money I would be in Rgme
in 1960. - S ‘
The convention held in Mel-
bourne was quite successful. Here
again was another round of catch-
ing up’ with chaps I hadn’t met,
namely Smash Hodgson who is as
keen as ever; Paddy Wilby a little
older -than days of yore and last
" but not least Taffy Davies showed
up looking a bit older and toil worn.

"1 saw a bit of Kiwi Harrisson who
I believe is now ip hospital. He is
still the same-old Kiwi, as strong as
2 lion and twice as game. Also
,Peter Krausse who still has mischief
in his smile. In all the Games and
re-union were mighty successfal.

Unfortunately I had car trouble

' coming home and had to put a new
short motor in the bomb. ' It set.
me back a bit but it was still worth
it. I was sorry more of the lads
from W.A. never made the trip. 1
met Jack Fowler, Joe Burridge, Wilf
March and Arthur Smith at the
re-union. Also met Major Love the
same night.

I went to a2 combined show of the
Commando Anzac Eve in Adelaide
and met Bob Williamson, Carl

arks, Alan Hollow and Tom Fos-.

. ter. Quite a good show. Arrived
home in the early hours a little the
worse for wear, had trouble kicking
the dead japs out of the way to get
home. Bob Williamson was telling
me that Jim Veal had not been too
good in health for some time and
was under the doctor and could not
make the evening. .

Well Jerry, apart from saying we
are all well here 1 am stumped for
interest. [ never could put my
thoughts to paper and no doubt
yoy will have trouble reading this
scribble. - So I leave it to you to

| censor or decipher. .
R —— e,

An Address You May Need:
President:

Gerry Green,

158 Landsdowne Road ‘
“South Perth, WA, "

- fault. How the hell couid I

" Anothér létter’ passed 6n’ to"‘thi
‘Courier';’ 'This ‘éne from SMASH

HODGSON, “6f "Myora, ‘Victoria, - to
i i ! eyt Lt

Colin Dojg. .!"7: ™t ™

This letter so long delayed;: that
it is with some, trepidation that 1
even make.the attempt. . ., ..

. However. 3nyone. who .can give
birth to, or.can feather along a sayr
ing, such as;{‘as safe as a.nun’s virs
tue”. will, I am ‘sure, excuse such a
lapse of time, or such a dilatory
attempt to rgdress such a lapse. »

Truth to fell, I’'ve always had a
healthy respect for what could or
should be written you.” you may
wonder why; and perhaps, this may
or may not be a surprise to you.

I once heard you elaborating on
the events of an evening during the
course of which you had as your
victims, the:‘people who were pre-
sent at that meeting.  All of the
above is- so4much preamble; unnec-
essary; but iyet necessary, perhaps,
because you; may have forgotten it,
and yet to ne, it typified Colin' Doig.
I cannot do; ad verbatim. (whatever
that means) but to do justice to
what remains of my memory, this-is
how you put it. ¢

“I had them so, that they were
litera]ly hanging upon the end of
each word, as though it were a

jewel or a gem of wisdom.” = And -

you, the author, or the microphone
of such a phrase, have the nerve
to say, ‘“‘Smash, you can do things
with words or phrases.” Col, it
you can do these things just pat-
oh and prompto and especially im-
promptu, then lawks amussy, you
are the man we should be hearing
from. ;

Though  perhaps you may not
have heard me laughing, I was do-
ing just that, for I could just imag-
ine your stance. I was laughing
deep inside me, for you were hay-
ing quite a heavy loan of these
people, yet you were not ashamed
to tell us all next day that you were
doing so, and yet | knew somehow
that you were doing it for a joke
—and a purpose. '

I argued with me, ‘““the sausage 1

know is preferable to the chop 1 -

do not know!”” Therefore the cool-
ness I was determined to extend to
his successor.

That this state of mind got no
results whatsoever was hardly my
have
been prepired, for -such. a. Casuatty
disarming query that went | his;

e

i
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“Smash, what’s the state of the
tobacco situation?” . -

This, I decided straight off, was a
mind with a mind for detail, andif
there is anything 1 like more than

. Mum or beer it's detall that wraps

itself around my interests. As Com-
missar of the Commissariat, I found
that tobacco was never short there-
after except when Coljand 1 were
on guard together. it

Tghe malicgious rumoui‘ that Paddy
Wilby was commissioned to 0.C. a
“special tobacco train Has no_basx.s
in faet, unless Col and I give it
credence and don’t press me for
I’'ve been known to tell ithe truth.

Well, Col, that’s the persiflage
disposed of. .

I still «drink too much according
to whether Mum lookg at it or I

do (when and if 1 can). I’'ve’

practitally given up Gigpsland as a
winter working climatel because it
has worn' my lungs to a tissue paper
“thinnes.. . < b

I still think the north of Aussie
holds the most promise for pion-
eering-and-enterprising é&itizens, and
for this reason I hold many views.

1. It’s far enough and inaccess-
ible enough to prevent well mean-
ing pioneers like me getting there.
. 2. It is distantly far away, and
therefore I gaze upon it with a yel-
low eye; me knowing what green
fields are like, thereforé I'll never
be divorced. . .

3. The ants are posing a serious
threat to the Amalgamated Society
of Compass Makers by reason of
building their (
due north and south, thereby nulli-
fying said union’s ‘“Just' demands”
for a reason for living.

4. The buffalo fly, after what
they hope was a platonic flirtation
with the elks, are now on the horns
of a dilemma, and being an antler
of saidi societies I'm glad of their
company. s

S. Having fallen in,with all past,

Ak . present and I fear future govern-

ments, “that in an area such as this,
only man is vile, this is the retreat
for me except that I hate to be
jostled by drug and gold smugglers.

Am I losing faith?  Bage Frank
Clune. 4

. How'is that garden, Col? 1 sup-
pose itynow shows the promise that
‘your sweat should merit. Gardens,

houses segmented -

eh?  Fraid my talents only run to
destroying nature’s work such as .
trees. I’d be happy with half the
wages if someone would pay me to
plant some. ‘

*Fraid I must end on a note of
gloom old boy. Today’s bets are
written on my cigarette paper pack-
et, and tobacco besek la iha. Two
such "events - represent agonising
contingencies. ;

" Good health for me and on my
people’s part. Hope it is thus with
you.

Well, we have waited a long timé
for a missive from ‘“Ole Smasho”
and here it is, chock full of “Smash
isms” and the ready wit we knew
of old. Thanks a lot Smash, I hope
that this is only the forerunner of
many a letter to the boys. —Ed.

Bill Connell, of Nambour, Queens-
land, writes:

It’s so long since 1 dropped a
line I just can’t put it off an lqng:
er.. Every time I read the ‘Courier
I promise myself, “I'll write~"to-
night.”. I never have.

Things are much the same here,
with me. Family all O.K. and fight-
ing fit. And I mean fighting fit, as
anyone with two boys will know.
It is my youngest boy’s birthday
today. He’s seven and the' eldest
will be 10 on April 12. For the
record I have just turned 34 myself.
Just 11 years and one month since

‘1 was discharged.

I see in this last ‘Courier’ that a
couple. of chaps are showing ‘grey’.
Well, 1 guess we are all a darned
sight older now than our army days.

Is there any chance of getting an

enlarged copy of the photos in this
last ‘Caurier’? If so, let me know
how much and send them along.
I can only recognise Ken Monk and
“Happy” Greenhalgh in these.
. What has happened to all the
N.S.W. boys? Most of the chaps I
knew seem' to be N.8.W. I still
haven’t met George Coulson. Guess
I’ll have to take a trip out there
some day. If you see this George,
call in and see me.. Quite welcome
any time you know. Bring the
family, of course (if any).

Did a trip back to Mildura Xm
time. Had a few minutes chat wit
Norm Tillet. Passed through Mel-
bourne but only stayed one day,

X
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eing Saturday- didn’t look any-
€ ‘We wer nning very late
as we still had 1,500 mifes to

g0, just couldn’t stay longer :

4+ 1. own a '55 Prefect now and
©* opuldn’t wish for a better small car.
" Two. pynctures and.a boiling radia-
tor in 3,500 ‘miles., Not bad going.

Also, we are’ in our new house
ﬂow; Been in it 12 months. Built
in 'my weekends and holidays. Still
. aJittle. painting to be done inside,

bui we'll get there in time. How I
could have done with some *“will-

“ing’ ¢hands this last year.

Well, I seem to have rambled on,
but’ before I close, 'I’d like to re-
“mind any of you chaps who might
‘be passing through, to drop in any
. did time. Even'if you can’t remem-
_-ber ‘me, personally.  I’m sure I can’t
remember all of you chaps,:by looks
or by name. . We could always put
up one or two at a pinch. Bc glad
“ .10-see any -of you. .

v Pm. enclosing. a2 cheque for £2

.as_l must owe something by now.
: Best.of luck to the ‘Courier’ and

2. although 1 don’t write very often,
no -on¢ appreciates its arrival more
than me.

i Welly Bill, it’s certumly great to
have ‘a letter from you..

.. 'We in the West do appreciate a
little news from the other side and
your, interesting first effort will

; nsdy be well received by all your
! pals.  As you say, names do

e one at times.

Fraid I;lmt it may be a bit awk-
ard procuring. copies of those
otos you .requested as they are
R ments of candld camera

‘shots ‘and we are not in [possession
. of the negatives hut as' I have a
- postedrd size of each if you wished

: 91 to the extra expense of a
y ruph job just let me know.

it suré what the cost would

3

s, Jim C-ntnll, of 144 Gweny-

' fredird., South Perth, writes: .
i 1'am writing on behalf of Jim
'm rding the next committeg meet-
- L.am sorry to say Jim will be
i nnblp to dttend because he is at
4. working on mangan-
'will be up there for at
two menths so would you pass
§ reasgn for non attendance.
[ may say 1 don"t like being a’ grass-
0 with four" children

t

Mrs. Ivy Cooper, of 42 O:te'nd-rd.,

Scarborough, writes: .

I’m writing on behalf of Bill to
say he will: not be able to attend
any of the ;activities “during- April,
and to explin why he hasn’t been
for so’ long.” You see he is:now a
big fishermgn. He has been up at
Ledge Pomt for the past 44 months
crayfishing. ' Things weren’t too

bright at t%e beginning of the sea-

son but are’coniing” good now when
it’s almost ‘foo ‘late, as they give it
up about tBe middle of May as the
seas are tc;g rough around tRen.

I know that if he’d been working
in Perth he would have been only
too willing¥to lend a hand and see
all the boy& at the same time for-a
few grogs,”

By the way could you advise me

how Bill stands with ‘his subs as it ' :

seems. a l?hg tlme since weé paid
ny?

Well thli is' just 2 short note for
nOW
Tha ﬁvy for your letter re-
gards Bi l - We know only too well
what a goo clubmnn Bill is. and his
w:llmgneu to hop in when there
is a' job to.do. ' Unfortunately when
his worktak es him away from home
it is understandable that he can’t
be at the meetmg-. We certainly
missed hi . energetc person at the
working bee in King’s Park.” You
rope him .in for us when he comes
home and send him along for a
chat and a drop with the lads. You
will be nohﬁed ht&er re subs.—
Editor.

Jim  Smailes, of Adelude River,

Northern Territory, writes:

You will get a surprise getting a
letter from up in these parts, but
in this mining game one does get
about a lot, and never know where
you may turn up next. As these
parts are of some importance to us
because of our early months up
here as a Unit, I thought the boys
generally may like to hear a little
first hand information from one who

is. now resident up here. 'I receiv-’

ed ‘my March ‘Courier’ yesterday,
and glad to hear of some of the
boys, icularly concerning the
Olympic &e -union.

Well, I am living at Adelaide Riv-
er, and slaving for an Adelaide Mih-
ing Company, endeavourmg to win
uranium. >~ Meeting with some. suc-
cess, and generally 0vercomlng Vg

e

various. prbblems a3 they ‘aris,

t on\ , the qmajn north-south
road’ abqui’; ¥ milp{gsouth of Ad-
elaidé River.

lt,gs naw, the end of the wet and
very' steamy ‘and ho, inclined ' to
entxée one into . thei'local bfdbd
housg at 5/9 per x;)ttle, but it
doesn’t seem to be quite worth that
much yet. i

The “local” i g built under
the big mango trees here the 2/4
M.G.tamped. Therelis a big War
Cemetery here, well K pt and cared
for, ‘gontaining the ggaves of men
who | ied in and arounl Darwin and
distrigts.  Sig.' Richafds’ grave is

) ‘ The 2/2nd
has a‘Bpecial list, and némes only 19
Several well

name ,'i?re missing, sudh as Knight,”

Mitchell, Waller, Ewanj etc. They
%0 have most of 7 Section
gorrect, but the Jater casual-
4 far from com dlete.  Even
:Thomas has Been. put in

e 2/1 Co. Next time I go

il will get a complete list and

(jf to you.. The "Association
¥ able to get the Kst put right.

ied here are two 2/4 boys. -

never met, died at Kather-
ng 1942, before they joined

imor.
fist comment on the way the
l$ are kept. - It is a credit to
it Graves Authority, and well
worthi a few minutes visit if ever
ing: through this ‘'way. All
gravegl, have a pure white marble
head éggtone fully = inscribed ‘with
name,irgﬁ'ank unit, etc.,set in ‘neat
a perfectly kept green lawn
Therefls a stone wall al§ around the
es of grounds and creepers
wers cover the big entrance
¥ A permanent staff keep it
'ood condition. ‘Also buried
re the postal warkers who

w killed the day. Darwm wa&\

fm%ed 12 meniard wonten: :Miny
bf lﬂé gravés afd hameless; suchi: a3

*'Navy mien killed"in Darwin har-
boﬁr All' Ameticans were: removs
ed ifter the ‘war dnd-taken home,
There are’ many R.A.F. pﬂots %nd
cousttless’ RAA.F.  mepp.’ <

The long fighter smaps stm e:ust

.beslde the main 'toad, and’ uh:hough

fast ‘returning to the' jungle, ‘are

grim reminders of a té&rrific struggle . .

that was waged from" here not so

‘long ago. 1 myself al’ways feel that

we owe quite a lot tofthe Air Farce,
in keeping us in touch with Austra-
lia, I have not had #h oppoftunity
to' visit Katherine yet, but before
long .I hope to take a run down.

"1t is about 140 miles South of hére.

I will'try and find the camp snght
if possible.
Regently ‘the Katherine river rQse

up over the railway bridge, amd‘ ‘

flooded the whole area. i
The road is ‘now -pitumen from
Alice to Darwin, and a very 'reliable

bus and truck service is i exi§t- -

ence. Diesel locometives tun on
the old line where “Leapmg Lena”'
ran in our day.

I see quite a bit of the! blg Rum
Jungle works: near Batchelor.
is quite a place, and is still ‘the bif
gest “producer of uramum oxide ‘in
Australia. :

It is a unique exnenence gettmg- '
this opportunity to‘see something
other than gold, and will certainly -
broaden my outlook on mining.
There is not a let of difference in .
the actual mining but a huge dif-

ference in the treatment and the |

handling of the product. The gedl-
ogy up here is of course different
to the W.A. goldfields. :

This new company’that is’ to drill
for oil in Timor is associated with
the people I toil far and 1 have
written to the chairman whom 1
know well, and told him of my asso-,
ciation w1th the island, offering ‘any
assistance that I can. He says that

as the thing develops I may come =

[}

in handy. You never know eh? '

" Glad to read in the ‘Courier’that
they all had a nice time ‘over in
Victoria at the teunion, also to-hear,
the names of some of the E. S. boys
again. . Could you get me’. Happ
Greenhalgh’s address, lso Allan‘
Luby st -
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PIa
T wilbget me.
to any of the boys.
hm been - pund on
in . this .‘Cou)

ad hke tol thnk you
itergsting Jp&cnptwn
he NiT. at, present.
ds will be!

Thu
y ‘which

‘i) awe—
: 4@ .our ighorance
inthe niluect. Perbibs a Diedle lat-
erjon wé may be rpuled with an-
¥ ur intéresting ,letters.

n, N.S.W. ny‘

uire any forther W Just call
. zqun ang: we will send it on to you.
Ihtgwds e poem | amg meaking in-
. about same l*d .will give
(e gpu t!u -good oil about !pnt .3 soon
u cm.—-Editor.

.ﬂml his?

“Send down two four watt lamps »
“What for?’t 4
“No, two.”

“Two what”’

“Yes.” ..

* b ox * *

y
Joan:. “Tim’s always been the

perfect gentléman with me, ”
Jean: “Yes. He bores me .too.”
- o * *
The Irishman had heard that his
sister had hgd a baby.
“Is it a boy or a girl?”

“# “Faith and that’s what’s worry-
ing me. I don’t know' yet whether
Pm an aunt or an uncle.”

* * * *

Gentleman (to fellow occupant
of. hotel reading room): “Good day.
Now where’n hell have I met you
before?”’

Second ‘Gentleman: “I’'m sure I
can’t remember. - What part of hell
are you from?”

’Uict;"";’

Tmngs have been ei' quiet here
i Victoria following :our hectic
time iduring the Qlympics, ‘but we
hive pushed away’”the cobwebs and
started in once mg;%( ‘We had our
first, commlttee g at Whyside
Inn on, Margh 2& :

- Prsént: 4Bert Tobin, Jerry O’-
Toole, fhimphnes, Jehnny' Rob-
erts, -Gn - McKenzie,

arén, Gerry Male¥_, Barry Botterill
R cbanf W ¥

Treagurer’s report receweﬁ and

t we
Bert ex-
his

the-Qlympics.we thr)ug
re been . broke).

a- very exceile.gt job
h,’eb been.. & ;e pillar

Bruca Mc-

.shoWed a very healthy sum inhand
fier- h

o ;jol;ze beha »spht hp among the com-

‘j[n vocal ventarmg.d

Bert has business commitments and
also family problems following the
recent sad loss of his mother, and
he also feels that it would be good
to see,somebody else doing the job
and so passing on the chores of the

Association ‘to let other members .

share in it. He does not intend to
drop out of activities and will still
be right with us, but he deserves a
real rest because at most functions
Bert’s job has kept him hard at it
and he has had little time to mix
with -the other fellows. .

We discussed a successor to Bert
—and ally decided to approach
Alan- ste&i° who it at present in
camp at Seymour,.to see if he
would voll(mteer for the job.

Preparations were put in hand
for the Anzac Day re-union. It 'was .
held in the usual place, George-st.
-Drill Hall, and all caterin arrange-
ments were attended to, the various
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