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Author's Note 

What happened in East Timor during the war haunted 
Campbell long after it ended. It is on his memoirs and his 
search for his criado, as well as my own experiences as a 
journalist, that this book is based. However, it is essentially 
Campbell's story and the anguish he suffered in the rugged 
terrain of that blighted country. In 1942, fighting in the mountains of East Timor and 

plagued by hunger and disease, a group of Australian com- 
mandos, fewer than 400 in number, pinned down, more 
than 20,000 Japanese troops with ambushes and hit-and-run 
tactics, at times inflicting heavy losses on them. It later 
prompted Winston Churchill to remark, 'Little known but 
great in significance are the men of the 2/2nd Independent 
Company in Timor; they alone of all the troops in the 
[region] did not surrender.' 

Ken White, Melbourne, 2002 

During that campaign, in a little-known tragedy, fourteen 
members of 7 Section, 'C' Platoon, and two from Army 
headquarters, their average age twenty-three, were stopped 
while going on leave by a Japanese patrol, lined up, shot and 
bayoneted. Miraculously two survived, but the bodies of 
their mates were never found. By a quirk of fate, their com- 
manding officer, Lieutenant Archie Campbell, was not with 
them at the time. 

Thirty-one years later, Campbell and his life-long friend, Don 
Turton, who was second-in-charge of the 2/2, returned to East 
Timor to try and find their 'black angels' - the young 
Timorese who were their constant companions (called criados) 
during the campaign and to whom they owed their lives. 
I met the two former commandos in Dili, the capital, before 
they set out on their search and together with my wife, was 
invited to join them. After he returned to Australia, Campbell 
gave me a copy of his wartime memoirs and diary and for 
more than a quarter of a century they have been lying in my 
bookcase with other military works. 

xii xiii 
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