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NOSTALGIC
JOURNEY
¢ 10 TIMOR

by RICHARD GRANT

THIRTY-one years ago a 12 year old
boy named Barana helped an Australian
officer survive against the invading
Japanese forces on Timor.

Soon the two men will meet again.

“It will be an emotional meeting for me,”
said works supervisor Mr Archie Campbell of
Mt Lawley. He and Pingelly farmer, Mr Don
Turton, are on a sentimental journey that will
take them back to the mountains of Timor
where they served during the Second World
War.

“I have not seen Barana since 1 left the
istand at the end of 1942. He does not know |
am coming but 1 should have no trouble in
inding him.” The two men were attached to

the famous 2/2 Independent and later
Commando  squadron _that served on the
istand for 14 months during 1941-42

It is history now that the squadron of about
300 raw recruits contained 15,000 Japanese
troops on the island with their hit-and-run
guerilla tactics before withdrawing.

Mr Campbell said almost every man in the
squadron had his own boy to guard him while
he slept and carry his pack during hikes
through the mountains. “With their sharp
senses they were our eyes and ears in the
jungle and they knew the area extremely well.

After the war Mr Turton, a former captain
who was second in command of the squadron,
named his farm at West Pingelly Naibilla after
his boy

He met Naibilla five years ago when he
returned to Timor for "the opening of a
memorial to the islanders who helped
Australian soldiers during the war

The two men left Perth on Tuesday, rigged
out with a_ self-contained living unit on the

% back of a utility and a boat.

TN ‘They will travel up the coast, stopping at

oo . their leisure at popular fishing spots, (o

ARCHIE Campbell and Don Turton go over final plans for their return trip to Timor. Darwin. They will then fly to Timor

a Balaos ciirveaw f T
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Possibilities for free days include ferry trips to Seal Rocks, an organised Old Time Dance. a
further sight seeing bus tour, fishing and boating. There is much spectacular scenery within a
very short distance so participants could fill in spare time travelling by private car or mini-bus by
arrangement.

Editors Note: For the early planning of all members going to Cowes—Phillip Island in 1988. This
event will be a feature of every issue of the Courier from hereon, so as to keep you progressively

informed.

AN UPDATE ON
OUR EDITOR

Some of our readers may not know that
Archie hasn't been editing Courier for several
weeks. He took off - some thought maybe on
compassionate leave, but others knew he had
been making plans to re-visit the “ancestral
moors of the Clan Campbell”, first to dally at
the Edinburgh Games en route, and afterw-
qards to visit friends in South Africa on his
way back home. The Team had a card from
Edinburgh where he enjoyed the contests and
was then “roaming in the gloaming” in the far
north of Scotland.

We all wish Archie luck and a successful visit
to South Africa, followed by a safe return.

Because it is impossible, under normal cir-
cumstances, to convince Arch that he too is
Courier “news” we grab this oppotunity (while
the cat's away, etc) to include this Western
Mail article for our readers.

“GE-EM”

THE WESTERN MAIL, WEEKEND,
JULY 26/27

ARCHIE CAMPBELL: The father of Legacy . . .
all because of February 20, 1942

‘The father of Legacy looks back . . . to

February 20, 1942’

HOW ONE DAY SPARKED A PASSION
Ambushed, for a lifetime

By David Lague

FEBRUARY 20, 1942 was the day which set
the course for much of Archie Campbell’s
life.

The 25 year old lieutenant with the Australian
Army’s 2/2 Independent Company in Timor’'s
rugged mountains was waiting for 14 young
soldiers from his section to return from a
day’s leave in Dili.

Only’one came back.

The men and two other soldiers from the unit
had left on a truck that morning, unaware that
a Japanese invasion force had landed at Dili
and Koepang.

It was some days later—when local Timorese
delivered a badly wounded survivor, Private
Keith Hayes—that the young officer learnt
what had happened.

Against regulations, Archie Campbell kept a
diary on that Timor campaign and later ex-
panded it to a history of the elite unit.

That history recounted how he questioned the
wounded soldier.

“He was a happy, outgoing youngster with
tremendous vitality and personality,” he said.

“But as | drew the story out, all his boyhood
had gone. He was a young old man.

“It was a dreadfully emotional talk, for |
choked up nearly as much as Keith. These
were lads | had trained for nigh on 12 months;
young, bright-eyed, alert, full of the joys of life.
Today, no more.

“Listening to Keith, swathed in bandages,
wrenched my heart out.

“They were on leave, they sang in the truck,
the Japanese far from their minds.

ooo

“It was a rough track and a noisy truck. One
could not hear the sound of shells in the dis-
tance.
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“The truck froze completely when they were
surrounded by Japanese, their first thought to
fight it out. Reg Murray even tried but they
were stripped of the weapons they always
carried on leave.

“Out of the truck they were ordered.

“Peter Alexander, taken off the line for in-
terrogation, went back into the truck.

“The remainder had their hands tied behind
them and were ordered into a ditch, face
down.

“Keith could just remember Harvey Marriot
saying: ‘Oh my God,” when the fire order was
given.

“His next recollection was when he came to.
There were the Japanese bayonetting the
boys to make sure they were dead.

“He lay doggo; next thing it was his turn. Down
the bayonet flashed.

“Later he came to for a second time, over-
come with a terrible weakness through loss of
blood.

“He started to crawl out. To do this he had to
go over the bodies. He knew they were dead.

“Slowly, in great agony, in tremendous shock,
he got into the cover of a rice field. Here the
Timorese natives found him.”

Keith Hayes survived. The bullet had missed
his jugular vein on one side and the bayonet
on the other.

Peter Alexander survived Changi prison camp
and the Burma Road but the brutal execution
made a big impact on Archie Campbell.

[m]

Sitting in his Sorrento home last week, the 70-
year-old widower said he had decided to join
Legacy after the war as a tribute to the men he
had lost in that ambush and in later cam-
paigns.

“| felt that if | was going to do any charity work
then it would be Legacy, because they were
looking after the wives and families of men
who lost their lives,” he said.

Mr Campbell was president of Legacy in Perth
in 1966 and then served as secretary for 15
years.

He and his late wife, former hockey champion
May Pearce, MBE, had no children but cared
for many Legacy families.

This was underlined in 1984 when Perth
Legacy nominated him in the Father of the
Year contest, even though he had no children
of his own.

He was reluctant to say how many families he
had helped but eventually admitted to about
20.

“| have had wonderful friendships over the

years with all the children and the widows,” he
said. “They still keep in contact.”

October 1986

“I always tell them the big thing | need to know
is that they are well.”

Mr Campbell is well-known in WA sporting
circles.

Before the war he played league football with
East Perth and after the war was a prominent
radio sports broadcaster.

He called football, rowing, athletics and surf-
ing and was chief announcer for the 1962
Commonwealth Games.

He was asked to serve on the East Perth
board last year, when the club was struggling.

Last week he left for Edinburgh and the 1986
Commonwealth Games.

EDUCITIS
THE NAME OF THE GAME! »

We are told that at last the creeping disease
Educitis has been isolated, analysed and
named. This disease is a curious form of
gobble-de-gook that has spread through
education institutions over several years.

In his message to the afflicted our translator
warns—"It is felt that in the event that a poten-
tial educitis plague input, in the area of
educational activity is unable to be effectively
orchestrated towards guidelines for viable no-
growth parameters, then each and every one
of us will find ourselves in a negative linguistic
environment which is non-conducive and
counter-productive to the ongoing strategy of
a positive scenario in the field of education.

For homework students had to describe a
blackboard!! No marks for those who do not
reach a sufficiently acceptable height.

Answer: A transportable, bilateral, quasi-
vertical, atramentous, multi-height, visual aid!!

Lo and behold, soon after Mr Hawke returned
from his last trip overseas we heard com-
plimentary remarks indicating that he had
become a more decisive leader!!! It was good
news but somewhat wasted to gobble-de-
gook by the Opposition Speaker telling us
“only last week, as | understand it, he prac-
tically, all but near enough, almost decided to
explore the feasibility of possibly thinking
about setting up a sub-committee to advise on
a potential, tentative overture to begin discus-
sions about his agenda for a firm decision or
not. (It was an important subject, or we
thought so!! It remains undecided—wonder
why!!

VICTORIAN NEWS

We had a very good muster at the Anzac Day
March and Reunion. The weather was incle-
ment and just as we reached the Shrine the
heavens opened up and we were drenched,
but it did not dampen the enthusiasm and we
all stood our ground and marched through it.
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QY MEDIA WORLD Pty. Ltd.

5 0‘ \Q 278 Gore Street Fitzroy Victoria Australia
Y»\'ﬁ)\ P.O. Box 214 Fitzroy 3065 Phone: 417 4888

1st December, 1986

Mr A Campbell
4A Frobisher Avenue
SORRENTO  W.A. 6020

Dear Mr Campbell

Your name and address was kindly passed on to me
by Mr J Carey, Hon. Secretary of the 2/2nd Commando
Association.

Media World is a television production company and
is intending to produce a Drama/Documentary of

the 2/2nd Independent Company in Timor during

Ww 2. This program is being made for SBS Television,
and follows in a series of programs of Australians
overseas during the war. You may have seen our
earlier production "Flowers of Rethymnon" which
covered the experiences of Australian soldiers on
the run in Crete after the German invasion.

I have enclosed our first draft script of 'Independent
Company' for your comment and opinion. This draft

was based on published material, research at the
ARustraliam War Memorial and with the assistance

of Sir Bernard Callinan and David Dexter. As you
would appreciate, this, the first draft, is designed
to be pulled to bits, criticised and amended. Any
contribution you may feel to make in this process
would be greatly appreciated.

I have forwared copies for comment to:
Sir Bernard Callinan
Mr D Dexter
Mr R Baldwin

Mr A Aitken
Mr A Doig

52

“NO TROUBLE”
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As you may be aware we intend to accompany Sir
Bermard Callinan and Mr R Baldwin to Perth for a
few days around Anzac Day 1987 to film intervieuws
with 2/2nd members for the program.

Thank you for your assistance and my best wishes
for Christmas and the New Year.
Yours sincerely

C N
=

COLIN J SOUTH

PRODUCER

“NO TROUBLE”
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MEDIA WORLD Pty. Ltd.
278 Gore Street ['itzroy Victoria Australia
P.O. Box 214 Fitzroy 3065 Phone: 417 4888

th Septernber, 1987

Mr & Campbell

Fresident

2/2 Commando Assaciation
GPO Eox T1646

PERTH W.A. 6001

Dear Mr Campbell

I thought it best to give youan ipdated account of progress with the production of “Independent
Company”, our drams/documen.ery for SBS Television.

As you know, our film interviews in Perth were first-rate and gave me more material than I'd
imsgined. It was both s rewsrding snd enjoyable experience, which will reflect in the completed
prograrm. | am most qrateful to 3ll in the Association for their >o-operation and assistance.

Upon your return to Melbourne | held discussions with the Royal Australian Army, 3rd Military
District in regard to assistance the Army is to provide during shooting of the drama sequences.
These include railitary advisors, men for treining sequences, Zngineers for explosive work and
the 3rd Military District Brass Band, to perform the origina! music score. The Armu are keen
toassist and | am now involved in the final organisation of de‘ails. | filmed our interview with
Sir Bernsrd before our trip ove -seas.

My first stop was Partugal, wh:re | met up with my crew w.o had been on another project in
Spain. | had srranged to film interviews with Maria Louist Sousa Santos, the wife of Sousa
Santos who passed away late 1:5t year. Mrs Santos wes & gracious woman with many fond
memories of the 2/2, s vivid m mory of life on East Timor betare, during and after the war, and
descriptive of the Portuguese conflict of sssistance to the Australians. Her offer of a nip or two
of 1945 Fortuguese Port was to « good to resist!

My szcond interview was to be «th Dr Carles Cal Brandao, t.e leader of the Portuguese group
who negotisted the evacuation f Portuguese from East Timo.. He unfortunately passed away
before we srrived. | then made :ontact with Portuguese television and film institute in search of
archive rootage.

In Enaland, we interviewed Mik Calvert. He was in relatively good health and spirits, despite &
recent heart attack, which fotur stely didn't incapacitate him it any way, just slowed him downa
litllz, He still drives, swims ey zry week and lives out of the ¢ mog and pace of London in Sussex.
One could zee through the yesis, with the twinkle of the eje and grin of excitement, when
recounting 'Wilsons Promontary He, of course ,passed on his Lest wishes to all. ’

{2
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Japan was far more expensive than |'d imagined. | bought two peaches at a fruitshop for $6.50
each! A qlass of fresh orange juice was $12. 00. Thank goodness we were only there for a week
otherwise scurvy would have setin! A ‘blown’ budget aside, the Japanese were a3 interested in
us, as we in them. We filmed interviews, via an interpreter, with twleve veterans of Timor.
Generally the respanse was one respect and honour towards their Australian foe. My specific
quest for the withdrswal of the Japanese in August 1942 unfortunately has not been answered
fully, but two sources of fact are still being investigated; research into the diaries of Col. Doi,
the Jspsnese Commanding Officer in Dili, and the transletion of two chapters of the 228
Regiment History, desling spe :ifically with “the Campaign acainst Australian Guerrilla force in
Esst Timor™. -

The 228 Reqiment was based in Timor from the invasion till 6th September 1942, when they
were sent to Guadacanal. They reached Timor after serving in Manchuria, Hong Kong and Ambon.
The 1st and 3rd Battalions were based in the West, the 2nd in Dili. Of the 2nd only & handful
survived Guadacansl. Those who became P.OW.’s still refuse, despite genuine encouragement, to
join the 228 Regiment Association. The general concensous was the troops were withdrawn
under orders to be sent to Gusdacanal with the other troops, which came from West Timor and
the South cosst mobilized to raplace the 228 from Dili. Once each force made physical contact
with ane another , time had run out and the entire force moved back to Dili.

| enclose the chapter dealing with the Invasion of Timor, from the Japanese Official History. |
hsd thiz translated and once | have the other material translated it should give 8 pretty good
aczount of the Japanese perspective.

| was sppraoched by the President of the 228 Regiment Association in regard to their wish to
make contact witht he 272 Cormando Associstion. It was my suggestion, that | pass on his name
and address to you. There is .o doubt in my mind that this i3 a genuine request, with 8 genuine
motive of friendship. Nstural®y, this is for your Association to ulti mately decide.

His name gnd address:

Mr Kauichi Nakashima

Fresident 228 Regiment Association.
Minanihishino 460 SetoCity
&ichi Prefecture

JAPAH

The nest stage in filming is to record the pieces of the militery historian Lt. Col. David Horner, a
distinguished suthor and hesc of military history st the Australian National University. | am
filring him st the Wsr mzmo -ial along with David Dexter, luter this month.

The drams has been zchedulec for late Noverber, early Decsmber when the weather is warmer.
The intention is to complete tre program, st least to the firat edit stage, in time for & screening
gt Phillip Island in Febirusry, ! 968. :

{3
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| am anxious to contact Feter Alexander, Alan Luby and Alan Hollow, could you pass on their
addresses please.

Finally, my best wishes and could you please return the enclesed photos to Mrs Ross for me with
thanks. ' .

Yourz sincerely

COLIN . S0UTH
FRODUCER

“NO TROUBLE”
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Archie Campbell was born in Perth in
1916. A keen sportsman, he played for
both the East Perth Cricket and East
Perth Football Clubs from 1935 until he
joined the AIF in 1940. He graduated
from Officer Training School, and
having completed special forces training
in 1941, became a section commander in
the newly-formed 2nd Independent
Company — the “Double Reds”.

After Timor, Lieutenant Campbell
returned to Australia, and married May
Pearce (an outstanding sportswoman) in
1943. He developed and implemented
selection and instruction courses for the
Commando Training Squadron at
Canungra (QLD), before returning to his
old unit (renamed the 2/2nd Commando
Squadron) in 1944, to serve as a captain
in New Britain.

Discharged in November 1945, he
moved to Australia’s eastern states
where he pioneered one of Melbourne's
first courier services. In 1954, he
returned to Perth and pursued a career in
public relations and management. After
25 years service with Ampol Petroleum
Limited, he retired as a works supervisor
in 1981.

Post-war Mr Campbell maintained
his keen interest in sport: as a radio
commentator; Chief Announcer for the
British Empire and Commonwealth
Games (Perth, 1962); President of the
WA Gymnastics Association; and — as
late as 1985 — a member of the Board
of Directors of the East Perth Football
Club.

Despite his busy life, his dedication
to Legacy, an organisation which
supports the families of deceased service
personnel, spans five decades. As an
author, and editor of the 2/2 Commando
Courier (the Commando Association's
bulletin), Mr Campbell enjoys an
extremely active retirement on the coast
at Sorrento in Western Australia,




image28.jpg
Archiec Campbell




image29.jpg
THE LIBRARY AND
INFORMATION SERVICE
OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA

PUBLISHED BY JOHN BURRIDGE MILITARY ANTIQUES
91 SHENTON ROAD, SWANBOURNE,
WESTERN AUSTRALIA 6010

All rights reserved. No part of this publication
may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or
transmitted, in any form or by any means, electronic,
mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise,
without the prior permission of the Publisher.

© Copyright Archie Campbell 1995
ISBN 0 646 25825 7

PRINTED BY SUCCESS PRINT - (09) 279 3214

TYPESET BY PROTO-TYPE GRAPHICS - (09) 371 0909




image30.jpg
Page 2

2/2 Commando Courier

DECEMBER 1999

VALE:

This is the eulogy | gave at the funeral of
Archie Campbell who died at I.IOpm on
Saturday, October 2nd, aged 83.

adies and Gentlemen, Archie
would be ashamed of me if he saw me reading
his obituary from written notes. He himself was
a good after dinner ad-lib speaker who scorned
the use of notes. My excuse is that if | spoke
from the heart on this particular occasion |
might possibly choke up a bit.

Archie and | met at Northam camp in 1940 and
have been the closest of friends ever since, for
over 59 years. He wasn'’t just a friend but a
very personal and loyal one. My eldest son is
named after Arch and so is his eldest son.

Arch was a great soldier who lost nearly all his
Section in a tragic event when they were
slaughtered by the Japanese at the beginning
of the East Timor campaign. This event
scarred him deeply and he made a resolve to
repay that loss by devoting much of his time
after the war to helping the widows and
children of ex-servicemen — in other words,
Legacy. He joined Legacy in Sydney in 1947
and remained in it for 52 years. He moved to
Melbourne and then back to Perth. His service
to Le?acy was exceptional; he never refused a
job of any description; he was a Legatee who
was devoted to his many ‘families’ and helped
the widows and children with all those
attendant problems that the lack of a father
occasions. He was a Legatee who was
involved in the whole broad spectrum of
Legacy; he was Honorary Secretary for many
years and became President in 1966.

EveEnhin Archie did he did well. Playing footy
for East Perth in the pre-war days he played
well. Even earlier, when playing junior cricket
with the Parry Street mob, he played brilliantly
and with great effort and enthusiasm — at least
that is what he told me! | did not know him in
those days.

Quite apart from his work with Legacy he was
a strong supporter and worker for our Army
Unit Association — 2/2nd Commando
Squadron. The big number of his comrades
who are here today and who formed the guard
of honour outside confirms the high regard in
which he was held — particularly when we
reflect that our numbers are getting less very
guickly each year. Arch was Editor of the

ourier for 14 years. The Courier is the Unit
newsletter sent out regularly to members and
friends. He was President in 1987, 1988 and
1989 and was made a Life Member in 1984.
He was a very generous contributor to the
Association and also to the Unit Trust Fund
which has been sending and arranging
humanitarian aid to the indigenous Timorese
for 8 years.

Many who are here today will have read his
book ‘The Double Reds of Timor.’ In typical
Campbell fashion he arranged that half the
proceeds should go to Legacy and the other
half to our Association. In a preface to his book
Archie paid a special tribute to his late wife
May, who pre-deceased him some 18 years
ago. May was one of the famous Pearce
sisters of hockey renown. She was a wonderful
Person and each of them was worthy of the
other. Unfortunately they had no children.

Unfortunately, the last few years of Archie’s life
were not as rewarding or pleasant for him as
the earlier years. Chronic arthritis, minor
strokes, a major stroke and a massive heart
attack all combined to make life very
unrewarding for one who deserved much
better. It was the heart attack which caused his
death three days later. However, during my
visits with Keith Hayes to Archie’s little room at
Weston Hostel Salvation Army we used to
reminisce about happier times. Archie had
plenty of laughter left in him. A few years back
he and | had a wonderful trip to the Canadian
Rockies and then a week in Alaska with a
fantastic sea voyage from and back to
Vancouver. It was fortunate that we had that
experience as shortly afterwards his health
began to decline.

I could go on a lot longer of course but have
been warned that our time within this building
is very restricted.

And so, all of you here knew Archie and | know
you join me when | say that a very good and
loyal and generous man has left us and our
community is the poorer because of it. Thank
you.

John Burridge
Lest We Forget

The following were present at Archie’s funeral
service on Wednesday, 6th October — Ray
Aitken, Len and Betty Bagley, Tom Bateman,
Tony Bowers, John Burridge, Jack and Delys
Carey, John and Olive Chalwell, Dick
Darrington, Ron Dook, ‘Pip’ Dunkley, Peter,
Sue and Jess Epps, Gerry and Lal Green, Les
Halse, Laurie Harrington, Roy Hanson, Keith
and Val Hayes, Bill and Elvie Howell, Charlie
and Paddy King, Bernie and Babs Langridge,
John Lillie, Wilf and Lorraine March, Ted and
Peg Monk, Nellie Mullins, Don and Ida Murray,
Ray Parry, Joe and Helen Poynton and
daughter Julie Ann, Steve Rogers, Les
Cranfield, Bob Smyth, Eric and Twy Smyth,
‘Dusty’ Studdy, Clarrie Turner and Don Turton.
Apologies were tendered by Don May, Alby
Friend, Gerry Maley, Harry Sproxton, ‘Doc’
Wheatley and Stan Payne.
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Footballer served country

ARCHIBALD CAMPBELL

BORN: March 26, 1915
DIED: October 2, 1999

RCHIE CAMPBELL was a

man who applied his physical

fitness to football and serving
his country with equal gusto.

One of seven children, he was born
in Parry St, Perth.

He attended James St School and
Perth Boys School, where he was
highly respected for his sporting
ability.

In 1936 he was selected to play

football for East Perth.

Always physically fit, Mr Campbell
played on a wing and as a rover.

Off the football field he combined a
healthy social life with work for
hosiery company Julius Kayser.

After joining the Australian Im-
perial Force in 1939, Mr Campbell
volunteered for duties with the com-
mandos.

He was placed in an elite unit of 250
men called the Second Seconds or
Red Diamonds.

The Second Seconds trained in the
harsh conditions of Wilson’s Promon-

tory in southern Victoria before being
sent to Timor just hours before it was
invade}i by the Japanese.

Mr Campbell was promoted to
lieutenant and with the rest of the
Second Seconds fought a vicious but
successful guerilla war.

It was estimated the unit lost 40
men but Killed more than 1000
Japanese.

Winston Churchill commended the
unit after the war, saying it had been
the only one in the Pacific not to have
surrendered when the Japanese in-
vaded.

Mr Campbell was discharged from
the army in 1945 after being evacu-
ated from Timor.

He wrote a book about his wartime
experiences called The Double Red of
Timor.

In 1943 he married May Pearce from
Lake Grace.

She was later captain of the Aust-
ralian women’s hockey team.

Mr Campbell’s experiences in Tim-
or led him to take a deep interest in
Legacy.

He remained a prominent member
until his death.

He leaves a brother and sister.

Archie Campbell

@ If you know of somebody who has died recently and would make an interesting
subject for our obituary column, write to Candice Silverman at The Sunday Times,

34 Stirling St, Perth, WA 6000.
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Criado: A Story of East Timor
by Ken White

dd ok 40 - Rating Details - 1Rating - O Reviews

Jose Ramos Horta's foreword sets this story of East Timor in
context of the suffering of the East Timorese leading up to their
independence. The story of Archie Campbell and his criado,
Barana, recall the strong ties between Australia and East Timor,
forged in a war over 50 years ago.

Paperback 175 pages
Published November 30th 2002 by Indra Publishing
More Detail...

Get ACopy: | Kobo | Online Stores ~ | Book Links ~
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Criado - A Story of East Timor

Ken White

Indra Publishing
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Author’s Note

In 1942, fighting in the mountains of East Timor and
plagued by hunger and disease, a group of Australian com-
mandos, fewer than 400 in number, pinned down{ more
than 20,000 Japanese troops with ambushes and hit-and-run
tactics, at times inflicting heavy losses on them. It later
prompted Winston Churchill to remark, ‘Little known but
great in significance are the men of the 2/2nd Independent
Company in Timor; they alone of all the troops in the
[region] did not surrender.’

During that campaign, in a little-known tragedy, fourteen
members of 7 Section, ‘C’ Platoon, and two from Army
headquarters, their average age twenty-three, were stopped
while going on leave by a Japanese patrol, lined up, shot and
bayoneted. Miraculously two survived, but the bodies of
their mates were never found. By a quirk of fate, their com-
manding officer, Lieutenant Archie Campbell, was not with
them at the time.

Thirty-one years later, Campbell and his life-long friend, Don
Turton, who was second-in-charge of the 2/2, returned to East
Timor to try and find their ‘black angels’ — the young
Timorese who were their constant companions (called criados)
during the campaign and to whom they owed their lives.
I met the two former commandos in Dili, the capital, before
they set out on their search and together with my wife, was
invited to join them. After he returned to Australia, Campbell
gave me a copy of his wartime memoirs and diary and for
more than a quarter of a century they have been lying in my
bookcase with other military works.

Xii
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What happened in East Timor during the war haunted
Campbell long after it ended. It is on his memoirs and his
search for his criado, as well as my own experiences as a
journalist, that this book is based. However, it is essentially
Campbell’s story and the anguish he suffered in the rugged
terrain of that blighted country.

Ken White, Melbourne, 2002

xiii
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 Perth Labor MP John Hyde inspects his uncle's captured Japanese sword, on display at the WA Museum.

Photo by Matthew Dwyer

Debt of honour on display

by DAVID BELL

AJAPANESE officer’s sword
captured by John Hyde's uncle
in World War Il has been put
on display at the WA Museum.

Archie Campbell was
amember of the elite 2/2
Independent Company, the outfit
known as the spiritual predecessor
of Australia’s SAS.

In 1942 around 300 Australian
commandos from the 2/2 harried
up to 15,000 Japanese troops as
they marched on Timor.

The 2/2 was the only unit
in the area not to surrender,
ng guerilla-style attacks
against convoys. They were so
effective the Japanese suspected
their foes numbered in the
thousands.

Mr Hyde recalls his uncle’s
faith helped him heal after the
war. “He was a man of great
Christian faith,” the Perth state
Labor MP says. When the war
ended Mr Campbell made friends
with the children of a Japanese
soldier who'd died in the fighting.

The 2/2 was known for its close
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friendships with the “Criados”,
Timorese youths who helped
soldiers by providing intelligence
and carrying equipment.

“They were so good, the
Criados,” one soldier is quoted
as saying at the exhibition. “They
risked their lives all the time for
us. It shamed you, really.”

Exhibition curator James
Dexter says part of the good
relations stemmed from strict rules
imposed on Australian troops. The
command made very clear there
was to be no harassment of locals,
and soldiers were required to pay
for everything. It was common
for soldiers to write home saying,
“send more 45 ammo, and some
money”

‘Thirty years after the war
ended, Mr Campbell tracked
down his Criado, Barana—who'd
survived the Japanese, only to die
during Indonesia’s invasion of the
tiny nation.

“I think many [2/2 veterans]
felt absolutely distraught that
Australia hadn't been more active
in supporting East Timor when
Indonesia invaded,” Mr Hyde
said.
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“For a couple of years later
for Barana to be killed, it was a
double kick in the guts.”

Vincent councillor John Carey’s
dad Jack Carey OAM was a
tommy-gunner for the 2/2, and
continued to support Timor by
organising welfare packages and
lobbying prime ministers from
Gough Whitlam onwards to do
more for the country.

Mr Carey, who died last year,
once said: “But for the Timorese
‘we would not have lasted a
month. It was a big advantage
to know where the Japanese
were, where they were coming
from. The Timorese would relay
information from hill to hill. You
could get quite close to the Japs
and be reasonably safe because
you knew you would not be
betrayed.”

Mr Hyde says his uncle
was pretty open about his war
experiences but he never heard the
story behind how he came across
the sword.

* Debt of Honour: Australia’s
First Commandos and East Timor
is on display at the WA Museum
until May 20.
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Students
mvent a

life s

by STEPHEN POLLOCK

ANEW phone app developed
by Edith Cowan University
students could help save lives.

The app turns a smart phone
into an emergency beacon at the
push of a button, transmitting GPS
co-ordinates to search and rescue
services.

It will enable emergency
services to pinpoint the exact
location of a lost bushwalker or
someone stranded at sea.

The app also acts as a light
source, which can be detected by
night-vision equipment in police
helicopters up to 4km away.

It was developed by by four
ECU students studying computer
science, and the WA Police Air
Wing.

ECU students became guinea
pigs when they tested the app in
bushland near Jandakot airport.

They were located by police
within minutes of the app sending
outa distress signal.

Computer science student
Laurence Da Luz says the app was
developed because police need
more accurate information.

“Almost everybody has access
to a smartphone in today’s society
and GPS programs on phones are
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K-RUDD might have a long walk
home when he quit before the
PM signed off on his ticket. Join
his long walk, but do it delivering
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aver

relatively common,” Mr Da Luz
said.

“The WA police have great
resources to rescue someone once
they know their location—the
problem is getting that location to
police.

“This application bridges
the gap, sending an automated
GPSlocation to rescuers, giving
them the best chance at finding
survivors and saving lives.”

Air Wing officer Ian Davidson,
says the software will help search
operations.

“Using the onboard navigation
system, the police were able to
locate students within a matter of
minutes, with the app visible at
three to four kilometres from the
police helicopter,” he said.

‘The app uses the smartphone’s
3G connection and is designed to
be used in bushland near cities
and near-shore locations.

Itis not intended as a
replacement for marine radios
nor full-blown emergency radio
beacons.

‘The software has been
nominated as a finalist at the 2012
WA Information Technology and
Telecommunications Awards and
will be released as a free android
app (iPhone users are on their
own).
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OFFICERS OF 2/2ND INDEPENDENT COMPANY (Prior to Embarkation, 1941)
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Back Row: Lieut. D. St.A Dexter, Lieut. A. Campbell, Lieut. C.D. Doig, Lieut. J.A. Rose, Lieut, D.K. Turton.
Middle Row: Lieut. J.C. Burridge, Lieut. C.F.G. McKenzie, Lieut. R. Cole,
Lieut. T.G. Nisbet, Lieut. C.W. Turner, Lieut. K.G. Mackintosh.
Front Row: Capt. G. Boyland, Capt. R.R. Baldwin, Capt. B.J. Callinan,
Major A. Spence, Capt. C.R. Dunkley, Capt. G.G. Laidlaw.
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Army News (Darwin, NT : 1941 - 1946), Sunday 21 February 1943, page 3

Boy Menaces Women With
Revolver
I A boy, nged about 14, menaced
two women with a revolver at a

[ Dulwich  Hill  (Sydney), house
tduring the week
| “Stand buck, and don't tfy to

[foltow me, or 11 put these fouwr
[bullets into you" he is alleged 1o
lave =aid

The  boy
fauickly, wned
Iwtrdesd o tram
ping pluce

The women are Mrs. Mary Mas-
ters and Mrs Downey, of Denison
Nireet

All drawers and cupboards
in 2 home had been opened,
and the contents thrown on
the floors.

A boy was arrestedt.

In his possession wuas an auto-
watic pistol, the safety cateh of
which was off. There was a cart-
ridee in the barrd, and three more
in the magazine.

American Seaman

An  Americun  seaman, Mualley
Baxter Taylor, risked his life in
syvdney Harbour last week when
he dived 15 feet from the bridge
of o tug to rescue a drowning man.

Cecil Williams, 24, of Upper
RBayview Street. Lavender Bay,
wis in a rowing boat which over-
turned after colliding with a ship

wilked
to

nway
have

then
betioved
ut

is

being towed by the tug
Willinms  was unconscions and|
wonld have lost his life but for

Taylor's prompt action

Shot Fired In Bank
R |

A pistal shot fired by Mr
Coogan, manager of the Home |
bush (Sydney ) branch of the Com- |
monwealth Bank, narrowly missed

un intruder who
bank premiszes at 2,10 am,
morning last week and stole money
totalling about £4 and pewellery
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i nearby stop-

broke into the
one

totalling about £4 and pewellery

The thief was rifling the muna-
ger's room when Mrs  Coogan
heard a noise Thinking it was
lier son, she called out his name,
and the intrunder ran downstairs.

Mr. Coogun seized his pistol and
followed him, firing as the thief
rian through the gate and disap-
peared into the darkness. The bul-
let was afterwards found embed-
ded in the gate.

When Men Walked Home

Mr. C. J. P. Hodges, secre-
tary of the Royal Automobile
Club of Victoria, who wil
retire at the end of May. was
associated with motering in
Victoria in the days when men
walked home.

When he joined the club in
1912, motor cars were as un-
certain as horses at the bar-
rier.

If a four-cylinder
failed to respond to a halrpin,
mum, dad, and all the kids
hiked it back.

When he took over the sec-
retaryship in 1921, member-
ship of the club was 1900. To-
day it exceeds 50,000.

Painters For Army

The Deputy Director-General of
Manpower, Mr. Bellemore, sald the
painting industry would be combed
for the Army amd Allied works.

“There must be no painting on
hotel  premises in New  South
Wales" he said, after his atten-
tion had been drawn to the paint-
ing of o large advertising sign on
n city hotel,

Muintenance work
dneed to o minimam,

must be re
With essen-

tial services, including the Rail-
ways, complying with that poliey,
it would be wrong to allow maim-

tenance painting to be done on
premises not connected with the
lwar

(ar Over Cliff

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article38332333
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Car Over Cliff
Mis= Doris Brown, 18, daughter
of Mr. Justice Brown, former
president of the N.S.W. Industrial
Commission, and now doing im-

portant  work for the Federal
Government, saffered fatal head
injuries when the ear in which
she was o passenger ran over a
cliff in Liverpool Street, Rose Bay.

The driver mistook u turning in
the durkness  The car crashed
through a retaining wall and fell
40 feet.

Other oceupants of the car were
not injured.

Timor Man Married
Lieutenant  Archie  Campbell,
prominent Kast Perth footballer,
who led 14 members of the A LF.
on u daring patrol near Dilll,
Timor. murriedd May Pearce, one
of  Australin’s leading women

hockey players in Perth.

The  bride  captained Western
Australia four times and went to
the United States with the Aus-
tralionn team in 1936

Lieutenant John  Burridge was
hest man
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‘A Footballer Led Daring

Raid On

The Daily News (Perth, WA : 1882 - 1950), Friday 9 April 1943, page 4

Timor

Leader of one of the most daring exploits in the
history of the Australian commando oceupation
of Portuguese Timor, former East Perth foot-
baller 26-year-old Lieutenant “Archie” Campbell

has returned to Western Australia.
One of the earliest Ausiralians to arrive at the fropical

island, Lieut. Campbell saw

the commando campaign

through, took a prominent part in the fight against great
adds. against tropical disease and against hardships which

might well have daunted
most men.

The exploit which War
Correspondent Marien sin-
gled out for special mention
took place on June 14 last
year when Lieut. Campbell
Jed 14 men into a coffee field
at Dare on the heights of
Dilli,

Objeet of the raid was to cap-
ture a Japanese prisoner,

Heavily armed, the commando crept
towards the coffee field in broad day-
light, The men had to proceed
through two open fields and over a
road. They safely crossed two irip
wires, .

Soon Cam{»bull sighted a Japanese
sentry. So silently did the commando
approach and so well did they conceal
themselves among the coffee trees
and the bush that Campbell got
within a few yards of the seniry be-
fore the startled Japanese realised
his danger.

QUICK WORK

The sentry turned to give the
alarm to a nearby machinegun post,
but Campbell fired his tommygun
from the hip. The Japanese dropped
dead, cut by bullets from hip to
shoulder,

Campbell and former East Perth
footballer Corporal Ron Dook, who
was next to Campbell, then turned
their guns on the machinegun post
itself and killed the post's one re-
maining Japanese.

Then hell broke loose. The coffee
trees came to life with Japanese, who
opened up with everything they had
—machineguns, mortars, pistols and
rifies. Mortar shells burst in the trees
above the commandos.

Lieut. Campbell arrived in Timor
on December 12, 1941, and so was
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among the earliest to arrive on the
island,
One of the worst things with

which they had to contend was
malaria. On the fats it was very
bad, but it was not so bad on the
hills,

The commandos lived on native
food —rice and buffalo meat and
tropical fruit. They formed f{riend-
shins with the natives which stood
them in good stead when the Japs at-
tacked Dilli, capital of Portuguese
Timor, Four warships bombarded the
island and two transports landed
troops.  The Australlan commandos
were ready and after the Japs landed
began that serieg of ralds and that
guerilla campaign which were to add
another striking page to the history
of Australian military achievement,

“Japanese troops changed from
time to time," Lieut. Campbell saic.
“Gradually they learnt vur methods
and latterly they became harder nuts
to crack.

“In certnin of the occupicd
areas they armed the natives and
the armed natives were in many
instances worse than the Japanese
to fight.

“Our own natives remained faith-
ful throughout, did wonderful work
for us.

“At times, malaria and dysentery
proved harder to fight than the Jap.
Captain C. R. Dunkley, of Fremantle,
our medical officer, did grand work.

“Hard as the Australiang fought,
there was one stage when it looked
as if our fight must end tin defeat.
We were menaced from all but one
direction. Then for some reason
which we yet cannot understand, the
Japanese withdrew for a considerable
distance."

The commandos were led by Major
Geoff. Laidlaw, former N.SW. junior
surf champion, .

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article78315505




