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JOHN ALBERT ROSE.

My Dad and Mum were married immediately after the First World War in
1919 and moved from Sydney to Gunbar in western New South Wales.

My Father managed a store and post office there. Two rooms at the back of
the store were their home for a few years.

I was born in July 1920 at Wagga Wagga. Mother had to travel by horse and
coach down to Carrathool where she caught a steam train to Wagga Wagga,
the nearest maternity hospital.

In 1923 Dad moved to Hillston, a small, thriving town, north-east of Gunbar,
where he went into partnership with Mr MacFarlane, the owner of Nall
Jackson , a general store.

I grew up in Hillston and attended primary school there up to sixth class. I
had a happy time childhood here, learning to swim in the local swimming
hole in the Lachlan River, and mud fights. I belonged to Cubs and Boy
Scouts, which was held in a shed the Graham boys owned in Molesworth
Street.

My friends and I belonged to the Bird’s Guild, and I had lots of bird’s eggs!
There was no secondary school in Hillston so I attended Hay War Memorial
High School and boarded at one of the students’ hostels in Hay.

After a time at Hay I was sent to boarding school, SCEGGS (Shore) in
Sydney.

My first job in Sydney was with a firm called Hoffnungs. I enjoyed being in
retail very much, and shared a common interest with Dad. Some of the
wholesale goods went to Hillston to Nall Jackson’s Store.

Late 1938 I joined the Militia and was trained at Centennial Park. When war
was declared in 1939 with Germany, I enlisted with the army.

In 1940 a British Mission was sent to Australia, (Mission 104) to train
Australian and New Zealand Commando Companies, similar to their own,
and consisted of three officers and two warrant officers.

The training area selected was Tidal River on Wilson’s Promontory, the
southern most part of mainland Australia, which runs into Bass Straight.
About 32 k long and 18 wide, the Promontory was an ideal commando
training area, isolated and virtually uninhabited with a wide range of country
including high mountains, dense bushland, open grasslands, swamps,
beaches and sand dunes.

These companies were to be trained a bit different to the British ones,
mainly to ‘stay behind’
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Parties and to carry out guerilla warfare against an attacking force.

In the words of Captain Spencer Chapman, in charge of fieldcraft, “The role
of the independent companies would then be to stay behind, live off the
country, or be provisioned by air, and be a ‘thorn in the flesh’ to the
occupying enemy, emerging in true guerilla style to attack vital points and
then disappear again into the jungle.”

And so they planned to have about 273 officers and men, with specialist
sappers, engineers, signals officers, and NCO and men under their
command, and a medical officer.

The majority of the men who were to form the 2/2 Independent Company
were W Australian and many were used to harsh and arid conditions from
the inland areas of that state. These blokes were used to inhospitable country
and could ‘make do’ with their own resources and were soon to find their
initiative tested to the limit. AHK “Harry” Wray, had worked on cattle
stations for 10 years as a book keeper, and played a great part in recording
the history of the troops in Timor. He later published a book, Timor, by
Chris Wray.

And so, the assembled ‘diggers’ trained and went through Foster, on the way
to Wilson’s Promontory. They passed the 2/1 Independent Co which had
already completed their training. There were many New Zealand soldiers
also training with Australians and everyone thought they would be heading
off to Tobruk where we were pinned down by the Panzers of Rommel.

There was all sorts of training to live off the environment; map reading,
memorizing routes, knowledge of the night sky; a new conception of fitness;
the essentials to take and how to carry all this; what to wear: what to eat and
how to cook it.

We finished our training about 29/8/1941.

The Australian Government became worried Timor and Ambon, gateways to
Australia, so they attempted to get an Australian Embassy into Portugese
Timor. The Dutch had the southern part of Timor and Koepang, which had a
large airport. Dilli, in Eastern Timor had a Flying Bay by sea and an airport
but would not allow an Australian Embassy. Portugese was neutral and had
good relations with Japan.

After two weeks leave the 2/2 left for Adelaide, and spent weeks camped at
the Wayville Showgrounds. We were entrained on the 19/10/1941 and
headed north.

We hopped off at Tervwie, camped pretty roughly. We were lucky to catch
and kill a sheep and this turned out to be an expensive bit of mutton as it was
the pet of a local pensioner. The police came and all those who ate it had to
pay five pounds.
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Yy LOAN GUNBAR
¢ m:l‘ibers (From Our Own Correspondent.)
I RAMBLINGS
The recent rain was a Godsend and
v ad last g has revitalised the alveady gcod
the Ha¥" | 5i5wih of feed. to such an extent as
Committee | ¢, "\ ake us feel reasonably assured
d oversub- .5 (4 gummer feed. This is indeed
contri- | youy heartening for zood [eed means
¢ ubserib- 000 giock and gzod stock mean good
s xpested | ool aud good meat. therefore Aus-
£ loan in | palig’s chief primary industry will
I+ more |5 in a buoyant condition.
i Hcwever, the saying, “You cau't
at the meet- | p,ye your cake and eat it too. is he-
sent: Messis. | g “cxamplified hecause feed and
hen. Uf"‘“‘f' tlies are synonymcus and the flies
MWACK. | e plaguing the landholders. Many
have time for but little else than

g = meeting | oy ding up their sheep to deal with

“"n"""; this monstrsus pest. Usually the fly
¢ he son oL} o a6 in waves and then vanishes
itee. Pte. Ned

for a time. but it now secms at mest
one perpetual wave.
Measles are still in our midst. and

1er 1scal boy.
md he moved

L\l:;‘l; : | seem reluclant to leave our district.
9 d b ®" | Last week saw [live oul.cf six mem-
iy I“m ;:l: bers of a household all prostrated
1 o ton&m simultaneously-

: on and | , Gunsar is particularly quiet these
:,.'m.' efforts. | 48YS and has not even staged a day’s

7 sport [or well nigh eighteen months.
ents of those | oy vie it is hecause mcst of the

»on_hear good “ o
{lhose pre- | YOURS lilcoaa are away on active se;s X

o TIETEEOT 3 hig tactor 'cnnml;;mng. to this-cen-
spicuous decline in social activities.

1 Et:":‘:::l:l. e regular meeting day seems to
P. Matthews, be confined to Church Sunday which

has been reduced to a menthly ser-
vice. Signs of the times arve obvious
in the restoration to popularity of the
dear old “gee gee.”

ited of routine
rganising Sec-

d  als
; ,ﬂ mc“““c;: Rain for October aggregated 170
i /- towards | boints. while the ten months' read-

ing ncw stands at 1224.5 points.
DEATH OF MR. J. ANDERSON

The friends of Mrs. Anderson, for-
merly Miss A. Flanagan, of “Sun-
rise.” will be sorry to learn that her
husband passed away in Griffith on
Saturday. 14th instant. Mr. Anderson
had been ill for many months. Heart-
felt sympathy gces to Mrs. Anderson
and her family in their bereavement.

J.R.C. AT CARRATHOOL

Boys and girls of the I.R.C. Circle
at Carrathcol Public School are good
worlkers for the Junior Red Cross and
three of them have just sent £3/10/-
to headquarters. to help sick children
whose fathers are at the -war. and
whose homes are not well provided.
Mary Hendersen earned £1/10/ of
this money-and Alan Heffernan and
Tiedericlo raised the oth-
1 .jer £2 Dby selling vegetables from
i ;dm::tk "‘a their school gardems.  This thrifty
sen received, | effort will help to provide some ail-
hand. Picture | 108 little follc frem service families
ne to hand, | Vith needed comforts and convales-
‘or: Mr. Croft | cent holidays at the Junior Red Cross
™ sy did not | homes. in the country. More than

erang had | 400 sick childven received treaiment
) >f £31.000 | 2nd periods of rest and change at
| g reached | these homes during (he last twelve
mtion was | mouths. virtually as guests of the

‘circular aud | Sschocl children who form the J.R.C.
s which had | Circles. and who have made this as-
had to other child their spec-
tha- committee | il form of war service.

E—————

» had help-
SPORTING

vork of the
1 those n\-

- kel Xl wus announced on Saturday that W.
c Puttexson.

itain to victor

the business | £ V%R ' pen Grm i dooating e

tlding percentage (:115) to a patriotic

tl\ey were also | fund.

tirsu. and the

. to withdraw
is stage, com-
~his worl,
2 rtunate in
vetary.
1 he had
¢ Kevaug to
loan first and
bhe quota being
tory reply had’

Tmitted a
«  ities since
4 the re-
¥ the War-
. Municipal
ich. and the
lzcal civeular
out. the mail-
examined hy

Hay. post-

layed posters:

1 Chuistoe. | All Sydney propristary racing _clubs
duy‘ Mr. | will probably be amalgamated to operate
Mr. Plood. | 35 one club en a strict non-proprietary

basis similar to thc Australlan Jocks
Club, in the New Year,
nid in Sydney on Thursday.

e ex-Hayite, Prllrlm.lnlc will be the

1 ked to help
)e-ed immed-
1 gome lo sorie |

a club olﬂnl.ll

duties of hon. “dnddy of the Melbourne Cup field next
wmd methodical- | Saturday. The old horse is 10 years of
- | age.

1003 orbe x| “rockey A. Breasley was suspendsd for
: 9% | Lwo months on Saturday, but was granted

He believed | 3 reprieve to ride in the Melbourne Cup.

« layed a use- | Breasley was mxptnd-rl for causing inter-
1 mpaign and | ference in the De: Breasley will now

same in future,

be able to ride Pmdoel in the Melbourne
"l Oua
d for the dura |

SAT! URDAV'S RACES

for Hay to th V.R.C. (FLEMINGTON)

" to £36.861
| ibe: |  Wakeful Stakes (Three-year-old Fillies):
subscribe: | pAsT END (6 to 4 favourlte), 1; Refrac
tive (33 to 1), 2; Mermeran (4 to 1), 8.
wston wert lal
“saittee. AEMANTO (7 to 4 favourite), 1; Phar-
/its and expen | isee (11 to 2), 2 “The Bohemian (5 to 1),
s of £7/10 | ™y, 1. 5. Mackinnon Stakes: TRANQUIL
Shire and Ha | STAR (10 to 9 against), 1: Pandect (9 to
™ nditur 'l‘) 2: True Flight (8 to 1), 3. Won eas-
i o A
,:,-,,.r-..ft.v‘h- [ _V.R.C. Derby. 1; miles: GREAT BRI-
5 ot voll 0q | TAIN (5 to 2 favourite), 1: Amazed (3 to
of rol 1), and Hiyrian (50 [ 1), dead heat for
¥ stamps 0 |second. Won D5y'5 lengths. Time, 2.313.
tala QUEEN BACCHA (16
oved that b |to D, 1 Phocion (8 to 1, 2. Lilstte @

to 1), 3. Crojick was favourite at 7 to

"Hotham Handicap: DARK FELT (9 to
2). 1;: Skipton (3 to 1 favourite) and Mer-
cury Bay (8 to 1), dead heat for second.

CANTERBURY PARK
Trial Stakes: ADDITION (3 to 1 fav-
ourite), 1: Tyrannus (14 to 1), 2; Kareset

nd adspted, an

hanked tor th
late.

‘ the motio:
{ bad put b -

i and deserve

wnariad tha m

(8 to 1), 3.
Two-Year- CRAGLIA (3 to
1 favourite). l Kmrumlls (20 to 1), 2:
™ Alcestis (6 to 1),
Flying lldicllp TRIMMER (3 to 1
favourite), 1: Guild Hall (14 to 1), 2;

| urze (8 10 1. % It's Funny was favow

ite at 5 to 2
s m;nwu(m Handicap (First Division):
= H SBA (3 to 1 favourite), 1; Sker-
|nl (5 to 1), 2: Young Valais (20 tn 1.).
a3 Second Division: MY FRIEND

1: Arenessa (20 to 1), 2: Lord Pcn

e | thous (15 to D, &

amusle Handicap: WINDBROOK (25
0 1), 1; Haridelle (3 to 1), 2: Siiverelda
- k 10 1). 3.

| the quoala  (hat -this  is nol  intend-
ed (0 ha e goal of (he ecampaign,
merely the minimum. essh can-

Progress of the War

The Operations in North Africa

Allied Paratroops Capture

Aerodrome

LONDON, Sunday.— Hundreds of Brit-
ish and Amcrican troops, dropped with-
out a hitch, have captured the Bona acro-
drome, 50 miles from the Tunmisian (ron-
tier. The troops, which were mainly
British, left England on Tuesday and
landed at Maison Blanche aerodrome, and
later took off In American transport
planes for Bona.

Adwiral Sir Andrew Cunningham, Na-
val C.-in-C. of Anglo-U.S. forces in the

has the
["British and U.S. Navies on what he has

described as a 'splendid job of work."”
He says: T believe I am correct in say-
ing that the British and American Navies
have brought this vast force of troops
to the assault points without a single .
soldier having been lost at sea.”

It is stated that the French in Tunisia
arc not resisting the entry of the Allied
forces.

The Germans are trying to delay the
advance with harassing air raids. Violent
air battles are reported to have taken
place over Tunisie, Sardinia and Siclly.
llied air forces have shot down 20 en-
¥ ‘machines in three days.

At least 13 U-boats have been destroyed
since the campaign against North Africa
began.

In an attack on Bona by the Axis air
forces many clvilians were Ikilled and
‘wounded.

The French battleship Jean Bart, was
struclk by heavy shells 16 times, and both
ends of the vessel were blown open.

In their rush through Vichy France the
Nazis requisitioned everything of use,
looting' everywhere, regardless of the
needs of the populace. They used lorries
in the Lyons area to collect all available
food. Detachments of Germans are com-
mandeering billets in towns and villages.
t is stated that General Weygand, a
French leader in the last war, has been
arrested

The Germans have declared Toulon, the
French naval base, “out of bounds,”” and
forbidden communication with the French
TFleet stationed there.

Desperate efforts are being .made by the
Axis airmen to gain control of the Sicilian
‘‘Narrows,” which would give them prac-
tically control of the Mediterranean.
Forty-two /of their planes have been de-
stroyed.

Rommel’s Retreat
Tobrulke was occupied by the British
forces on Friday, and they arc now
pressing on to El Mekili to the south of
Derna. The enemy is already well to the,
west of Derna.
A later message stated the Allied Army
was 70 miles past Tobruk.
‘The losses of thc Australian Niolh
Division in the Battle of Egypt are stat-
ed to total 2000, the great majority being
wounded.
Allied hexvy ‘ana mnllum bombers con-"
tinued to make heavy attacks on Beng-
hazi, and the retreating enemy is being
continually strafed. _
The losses of the Axis forces in lhe
Baltle of Bgypt arc placed at 75,000.
There is no official news of the Gor-
man resistance to the Allied forces since
the unsuccessful delaying opposition at .
El Adem.
The greatest array of trucks seen iu the
Middle Bast is now rushing to the west
to lcop the armoured motorised forces in
the van supplied with ammunition, food
and water.
It is not expected that the enemy will
malke a stand till Agheila is reached.
Roported claslies between Allied forces
lndthel‘l\nr.h.llﬁhulamnﬂtmﬂm—
ed. It is also stated the Frencli aro:re-
sisting the German invasion.
A later message states the Allllo-US
forces cntered Tunis on Sunda
Marshal Petain has (Iuprival‘ Admiral
Darlan of all official rank.

Naval and Aerial Battle in the’
Solomons

No Official News

Japanese Make Extravagant

ims

WASHINGTON, Sunday.— There |is
still no official news of the big naval
and air battle which has been taking
place in the Solomons during the past
four days. An American communique
says there has been losses on both sides.
At dawn on Thursday, 30 out of 31 Jap-
anese planes were shot down when at-
tempting to attack U.S. naval forces. Onc
disabled Japanese plane crashed into the
heavy cruiser San Francisco, killed 30 of
the crew and damaged the vessel slight-
ly. A destroyer was thu only other U.S.
ship damaged.

It is reported that Admiral Callanan, of.
the United States Navy, who was com-
mander of the San Francisco, was killed
it the action.

On the other hand the Japanese claim
the Allies lost four aircraft carriers, six
cruisers and one destroyer sunk and two
cruisers and three destroyers heavily
damaged. against Japanese losses of two
destroyers sunk and one battleship sev-
erely damaged. The Japanese also claim-
ed that three Allied transports were set
on fire and 19 planes were shot down.

JAPANESE ARMADA SIGHTED

NEW YORK, Monday.—The United
Press correspondent  (Harold Guard),
nmn\vllare in New Guinea. reports that

a Japanese convoy estending farther
than the eye can see, packed to the gun-
wales with troops and equipment, has
been sighted 160 miles north-west of
Cuadalennal.  The  JTapanese have as-
sem A probably Ihe largest fleel of war-
ahips wnd 1runaporl yel seen in the South
Seas in a major efforl to expel the Am-

y | i
(ributions expected from Lhe com-
h ' munity.

ericuns [rom the Solomons, says Han-
son Baldwin in "The New York Times."

-

The Mew Guinea Area
Allies Closing in on Buna

The Australian and American forces
have contactcd each other, and arc mov-
ing on Buna, wherc the Japanesc arc in
strong force. The Japanese have been
forced back to the sea.

The battle of Gorari caused heavy loss-
os to the Japanese, and 500 dead bodies
were counted in the field. It is estimat-
ed their losses at Oivi and Gorari tolal-
led about a thousand. The Australian
losses were much lighter.

Allicd planes carried out a heavy raid
on Rabaul, where two large ships were
hit and one blew up.

A party of three Australian sergeants,
who escaped from the Jopanesc at Ra-

British Forces in Derna
LONDON, Monday.— The British for-
ces in Libya are on the outskirts of Der-
na, alter advancing 100 miles from To-
bruk in three days.

Allied Advance in New Guinea l

Air Raid in Solomons
SOMEWHERE IN AUSTRALIA, Tucs-
day.—Further progress in the recunquest
of New Guincs is revealed in lo-day's
G.H.Q. communique, which announced
that our troops in the Buna arca are rap-
idly advancing from both flanks, and the
enemy is steadily retreating. The com-
munique reveals that the Allled Air Force

baul, have arrived at an base,
alter wandering for 200 days in tho wilds
of New Guinea.

‘The latest news is that the U.S.-Aus-
tralian forces arc advancing for a [mal
assault on the Japanese.

g2 d

attacked the cn-
may. Our heavy bombers have been
again success(ully activé in the Buin-
Faisi sector of the Solomons, where the

LosT
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quin Ry
Hay Mc
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License

anemy’s shipping was attacked, damagoe
to a destroyer and cnc (ransport result-
ing.

German Attack on S

Russians Advance in Central

Caucasus

LONDON, Sunday.— The attacks on
Stalingrad during the past 48 hours have
been on a small gcale and the Germans
have made no advance.

Continuing their aggressive tactics in
the Nalchik area the Russians are now
advancing and causing heavy losses to
the enemy.

South of Stalingrad the Russians pene-
traled the Axis-position and killed 100
Rumanians.

It is expected that the Volga will
freeze within a few days. This will alter
the whole aspect of the Battic of Stalin-

ed at ceuntre. 4; babies weighed. 52;
test meals given, 2; expectant mothers

HAY BABY HEALTH
CENTRE

The fcllowing particulars relating
to the work of the Hay Baby Health
Centre during October, have heen
kindly furnished by the Director-Gen-
eral of Public Health:—

Wouk at Centre: New cases euroll-

advised, 1

Attendance at Centre: Infants, un-
der sne year. 26; under 2 years, 11;
under 3 years, 11. Total attendance
(isﬂcludlnt mothers withcut babies).
55.

Daily average attendance at centre.
5.

grad, and while it will al-
low the Germans to attack the Soviet
rear, it will give the Russians much
greater (reedom of movement. As soon
as the river ice becomes thick enough,
reinforcements will be able to pour over
the two powerful bridgehcads which the

Russians hold north and south of the

city.
Other War Items

Two more air raids on a big scale have
been carrfed out on Genoa. All the
planes returned. Many 4000ib. bombs
were dropped on the city, in which it is
stated £50,000,000 worth of damage had
already been occasioned.

A Chungking report states that 5000
Japanese were killed and wounded in a
battle with the Chinese forces in the
Changshl province.

Cap. Eddie Richenbacker, American
air ace of the last war, who has been
missing in the Pacific for threc weels,
has been rescued from a raft. Two other
men were with him, and a third man

ied.

_DARLAN'S NEW ROLE
The Attitude of the Fighting French

NDON, Monday.—Politicak fepercus-
m"-‘i.}‘*s’iv“ évelopbd ' as ™ an- outdome -of
the elevation of Admiral Darlan to a
position In North Africa equivalent to
the head of the civil administration.
General de Gaulle's headquarters in Lon-
don issued a statement, that “Gemeral de
Gaulle, and the French National Com-
mittee announce they are taking no part
whatsoever in, or assuming any respon-
sibility, for the negotiations progressing
in North Africa with the rcpresentatives
of Vichy: Should these negotiations re-
sult in arrangements which would, in ef-
fect, confirm the Vichy regime in North
Africa, such decisions could obviously
not be accepted by the “Fighting French.”

"‘O-DAY’S LATEST

SMASHING AMERICAN
NAVAL VICTORY
——

Twenty-three Ships Sunk

Fantastic Japanese Claims

WASHINGTON, Monday.— The Japan-
ccs have been smashingly defeated in the
Solomons in the greatest naval battle of
the war.

The Japanese lost 23 ships destroyed,
while seven others were damaged. The
American losses were two light cruisers
and six destroyers.

This dramatic news was announced In
a Navy communique to-day.

Details of the Japanese. losses are: One
battleship sunk, three heavy cruisers
sunk, two.light cruisers sunk, five de-
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Great ritain,
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Tranquil’ Star, Skipton, Pandect, Veloc-
ity,  Maikai, Bpell'lnlill. Wﬂlml. Prairie-
lar, Dark Felt,
Phochm Royal Peter,
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Colonus, Heart's Desire, Bay,
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THE SUPPRESSION OF WAR NEWS

Prime Minister Explains Position

.— The Prime

commenting ~n

um. u|. facts relating to the
suppressed, said last

Ion ol
It was surely

muniques should ba puhlllllld
WIlll:Il would reveal information prejudi-
cial to the condurt of the war. He added
hlt he would not regard the non-pub-
lication of such information
sion. It was incvitable that
must be Laken by all commanders in de-
veloping their slrategical and lactical
campaigns.

SOUTH COAST ELECTION
r. J. G. Beale (Ind.) has won the
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still to be counted.

WOMAN KILLED BY PEA-RIFLE
Mrs. Alice L. Johnson (39) was killed
by a pea-rific bullet at her home in
Footscray. IL was reported that her son.
aged 14, was cleaning a rifle and asked
for a plece of rag. As Mrs. Johnson was
going to get the rag the pea-rifle dis-
clmrm and the bullet went through the
woman's back into her heart.

“THEY WILL LIVE FOR
EVER”

Field-Marshal Fedor von Bock com-
manded 1,000,000 or more men. fight-
ing for Stalingrad. the Volga. and the
Caucasus. Junior Lieutenant Kochel
koy 16 Red dsme
holding a hillock before Stalingrad.

At dawn twelve of Bock's tanks
climbed the hillock toward lhe swal-
low’s nest of trenches and light forti-
fications where Kochetkov and his
men lay. The Guardsmen had only
vifles and hand grenades. Kochetkov
was wounded. His Guardsmen spoke
briefly to him, and he tc them. Four
of them fastened grenades to their
thick leather belts. Each of the four
chose a tank, ran down the hill. and
dived headlong. -Eight tanks were
left. Six of the eight tanks turned
and retreated. The two others crawled
on taward the Guardsmen's nest. By
then only Kochetkov and three
Guardsmen were alive. The three sol-
diers placed Kochetkov in a trench,
laced grenades to their belts, and ran

Kochetkov was alone when a Red
detachment fcund him. He told the
what his men had done.

stroyers sunk, cight sunk, four
cargo sunk, ome
damaged, six destroyers
‘The communique added: “We dtvvs off
the Japanese who were attempting to re-
capture the American positions by force.”
Almost at the same time as the releaso
of the Navy communique the official To-
kio radio reiterated, “More than half of
the Allied Fleet in the Solomons was de-
stroyed or crippled on Thursday.- The
fate of the United "States land force om
Guadalcanal is now in the hands of the
Japanese. This latest defeat of the Unit-
cd States means that the American navy's
te ttacks in the have

been shattered.”

A later message states that it is esti-
mated 30,000 Japanese soldlers were
drowned.

French and Axis Forces in
Conflict

LONDON, Monday.— The first military
ongagement between the Fremch troops
and the Axis forces occurred yesterday.
The Algiers radio. quoting 2 report from
the Axis headquarters, states that a
French Guards hattalion met a German
ecowmposed  of molor
units, uboul five
miles to the north-west of Tumis. The
French opened fire, and [orced (he Ger-

and said: “They will live for ever."
Junijor Lieutenant Kochetkov then
died.—From the American magasine
“Time" (September 21, 1942),

WANTED, General Servant (nvar
46). Apply South Hay Hotel.

FOR Quick Sale, Sedan Car, in run-

ning order, five good 65.00 x 20
tyres (twn new). £20 cash. Hay
Motor & Engineering Pty. Litd,

H'OR Good Loam, Sand or . Pirewood,
Ring ASHCROTT, 138.—Prompt
delivery.
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oepang from th habour. At the outbreak of war with Japan, western
Timor formed part of the Netherlands East Indies; Koepang was the prin-
cipal town.

i .

Japanese aircraft raid Koepang, early 1942.




We did not stop here long, and entrained once more to Alice Springs. Then
we were bundled into trucks and had a very uncomfortable ride to Katherine
on 19/10/1941, to find the camp there had only just started. We were busy
concreting floors, digging drains etc and after six weeks the huts were all
completed. We were not ‘happy campers’ and glad when on 7/12/1941 we
were given standing orders. Suddenly we were on the way to Darwin. Work
parties had worked all night packing our stores and supplies, and radio
equipment. One of the work parties was sent to clean an open cattle train for
transporting the troops, that had recently had cattle in it. They had to clean
it without water, so shoveled sand on most of carriage floors. Some were not
finished and the boys had to travel to Darwin sitting on cross bars of the
trucks.

As soon as we arrived in Darwin we embarked on the ship “Zealandia”, a
first World War boat. There was not much room to move about. The 2/40
was already on board.

Dick Rees, from Hillston was in this lot.

The 2/40 were mostly made up of Tasmanians and Victorians as part of the
8™ Division. They had been ordered to defend Darwin.

When Japan entered the war, they were part of a contingent to proceed either
to Timor or Ambon. The force allocated to garrison Timor was named
“Sparrow Force” and the force for Ambon, “Gull Force.” A third force was
sent to Rabaul , named “Larkforce”.

The Zealandia carried stores and equipment and the Westralia, an armed
merchant ship, carried the troops. They sailed off together for Timor.

On the voyage we learnt our Company was to protect the airfield at
Atambua, which was roughly in the centre of Timor.

By the second day, we arrived at Koepang, which is in Dutch Timor on the
South-West side.

Unloading was a problem. Due to the large tide variation the ship would
sometimes be 300 yards from the water’s edge. The stores were ferried from
the ship but as the town was about 7-8 miles inland, with no transport
available, the stores and equipment were moved manually. Most of the food
stores arrived putrefied.

Before we had finished unloading we heard the Japanese had swept down
the Malay Peninsula with ease. On the 10™ December the British battleships
“Repulse” and “Prince of Wales” were sunk by enemy planes which meant
that Singapore was exposed.

Also, our head officers, who had been instructed by the Australian Cabinet
that Portugal would also be invaded by Japanese forces, simply because they
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Like all guerilla armies, Sparrow Force needed the support of the local
population to operate successfully. Without this, the ability to remain an
effective fighting force or even to survive would have been placed in doubt.
(Australian War Memorial, 13799)

pack and other non-military equipment and who would quickly lead him
away to safety after an attack on the Japanese. This assistance gave the
Australians great mobility. (Australian War Memorial, 13797)




had an understanding with that country. So, on 9/12/41 we were informed
we would proceed on to Dili, capital of Portuguese Timor.

On 16™ December about 200 Dutch soldiers and over 100 Australians
embarked on the “Surabaya.” The rest of us would follow when it came
back from Dili. on the “Canopus”. We were glad the Dutch training ship
“Surabaya was with us, as the Japanese ships were in the vicinity.

Advance party for us was Major Spence, Capt Baldwin’s ‘A’ Platoon, and
Capt Boylands ‘C’ Platoon. This contingent was also escorted by No2
Squadron of Hudson Bombers.

Once we landed at Dili, I was ordered with a few signalers to take over the
radio station. It was quiet as we walked up to the station, and the few people
we saw appeared friendly. The rest of 2/2 Company were able to hold the
Dili Aerodrome, while the town was to be guarded by the Dutch and
Indonesian Force.

On the 22" the ‘Canopus’ returned from Koepang with the rest of the boys.
“B” Platoon and more of our signalers and engineers. There were also
motorcycles, 2 ton trucks which were to prove very handy.

There was a worry that the Portuguese Garrison, which had moved out of
Dili, might attack us from the rear with some natives, so we had to stand to
the first night.

We also found we were poorly equipped for war in the tropics. Thhe Dutch
had green tents and mosquito nets. Ours were white and hard to camouflage.
Our shorts were useless in the long undergrowth.

As we settled in we prepared for the Japanese who we knew would come,
our food became scarce. I took it on myself to acquire six chickens which
were nearby for our section. It was a lovely Christmas treat!

Unbeknown to me, the main body of Japanese who attacked Dutch Timor
were about 23,000 strong, with cavalry and tanks, and well supported by air.
After about four days of continuous rear guard action our exhausted men had
to surrender. Later they found out that only 75 Japanese paratroopers had
survived out of 500. Our casualties were heavy on 23" Feb, with 84 Officers
and men killed, and 132 wounded.

Our time came in Dili. The hills around Dili were established as
headquarters, and hospital. There were lots of tracks up into the hills so for
the first few weeks we had to familiarize ourselves with the environment.
Thank goodness we had, as we soon found out we needed all that
knowledge. _

We found out on 1% March, the only surviving radio was smashed so all
communications with Australia was lost.



A patrol in the mountainous hinterland. Eucalypts were common in parts

of Timor and the precipitous rocky ranges of the interior reminded some
of the Australian Alps. (Australian War Memorial, 13771)
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Brigadier Veale gave the order, ‘every man for himself’. All vehicles were
destroyed and stores were given out at Atambua and most were led up to
Portuguese Timor. The Dutch had orders to surrender.

On 13™ March David Ross, a British Consulate General, arrived in Hatu-Lia
with a Japanese surrender demand. If not, they would be executed. Major
Spence and Captains Callumin, Boyland, Baldwin and Dunkley were all of
the opinion that they were trained to continue the fighting, and be killed in
action.

Ross gave each officer a note saying any orders food or supplies from
natives would be honoured later by the British, and  Australian
Governments. The natives were called ‘surats’ and they worked very well.
My boys and I were ordered out of Dili, and took equipment that we
thought may come in handy.

We managed to get to three spurs and set up.

We found this too close to Dili, so loaded a truck with supplies and
munitions and set off to Actuto, but the truck broke down. One of our men
got the Timorese to bring 150 horses. They were small but sturdy and we
transported our goods on their backs. The ponies were ideal over the rough
terrain.

About 9% April the Japanese started moving from Ermera to Hatu-Lia,
forcing us back towards Lete-Foho. We kept harassing them. On April 15"
Lieutenant Turton, Sergeant Green and a party of sappers, went to demolish
a road between Dili and Hatu-Lia in the Glano Valley. They met a party of
Japanese and killed six. Corporal Thompson and sapper Marsh ambushed a
larger party on the Glano-Ermbra Road. They had hopped off a truck, and
when the Aussies opened fire the truck sped off leaving the rest stranded.
They thought they had killed about 35 Japanese with their Bren gun.

As a result of this hit and run tactics, the Japanese forces stayed at Lefe-Foto
for a while.

On the 18" Lieutenant Dexters section moved to Cailico to cover any
possible move west from Hatu-lia by the Japanese. On the 20", a patrol
under Corporal “Scotty” Taylor moved into the Glano Valley area, intending
to harass any Japanese traffic between Dili and Hatu-Lia. I took my patrol
into the same area, and both of us were near the old Three Spurs Camp and
Villa Maine. On the 24™ Scotty’s lot saw 4 trucks approaching the main road
through Three Spurs. The Bren gun opened up on the leading trucks at 150
yards giving the signal to the rest of the party beside the road to pour
Tommy gun and rifle fire into the convoy from 30 yards. As soon as the
Japanese got their heavy machine gun out, we dispersed, leaving 30 dead.
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Australian sniper in action. Many members of the 2/2 Independent Company
came from the outback and were expert marksmen who took a heavy toll
on the Japanese. (Australian War Memorial, 13827)
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Friendly Timorese return from a battle with a neighbouring tribe in the pay
of the Japanese. Disruption of indigenous economic and social life and the
eclipse of Portuguese colonial power resulted in bloody inter-tribal clashes.
(Australian War Memorial, 13830) ;
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Australian troops burn native huts in the village of Mindelo. Japanese anti-
white propaganda exacerbated inter-tribal tensions and forced the Austra-
lians to take sides in local conflicts. (Australian War Memorial, 13829)




The author’s father Corporal A. H. K. ‘Harry’ Wray weari Ag the beret
and uniform of the 2/2 Independent Company. 7 imo:- ‘s i

DA PRESTADA
SEUS SOLPADOS

'DURANTE OS ANOS DE
1939 = 1945
E MUITO PARTICULARMENTE AO
- POVO DE TIMOR
_ PELOS HOMENS DO
COMANDO 2/2 (COMPANHIA |NDEPENDENTE)
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A plaque erected on a memorial near Dili in 1969 commemorated the help
given to Australians by the people of Portugal and Portuguese Timor in
the Second World War. The plaque disappeared after the Indonesian an-
nexation of Timor but moves have been made to have it replaced.




The next day brought considerable Japanese movement between Lete Foho
and Hatu-Lia to Erma and Dili. Four men and I ambushed a truck filled with
Japanese troops, near Villa Maria. We fired into the truck and as they
jumped out they were easy targets. We left 12-15 dead. Private “doc”
Wheatly, a professional kangaroo shooter accounted for 8. He was very
quick with his ‘aim and fire’.

From then on it was ‘hit-and-run’. Most of us had worn the soles out of our
boots. The ground was hard and we had to walk and run everywhere. We
had only a little food. Our main objective was to het a signal to Australia to
let them know we were still alive and fighting!

I’ll include the next few pages to describe how we got a wireless set to
operate. It is taken from “Timor” a book written by Chris Wray, son of
Corporal Wray who fought with us.

From the book Timor by Author Chris Wray

While the aggressive policy was taking the battle up to the Japanese was
good for the Australians’ morale, an event of more lasting significance
occurred on 20 April. On that day the Australians reopened radio
communications with Australia for the first time since the Japanese
landings. For some time a number of the Independent Company’s signalers
had been attempting to build a transmitter. On 8" March Signaller Max
Loveless of the 2/2 started work assisted by Signaller Keith Richards, also of
the Independent Company, together with Corporal John Sergeant and
Signaller ‘Saus’ Liversidge from Dutch Timor. Using parts from an
American commercial medium-wave receiver, a damaged army 109 set and
another small set. Loveless began constructing a new transmitter and
receiver. Although an ill man, Loveless, a trained radio mechanic, took the
lead in designing and constructing a radio transmitter. The parts of the
three sets were carefully unsoldered and the molten solder was collected for
re-use. Using only a tomahawk, pliers and a screwdriver Loveless and the
others constructed a transmitter. Keith Richards, whose ability with a
soldering iron was uncanny, played a major role in the construction of the
set. Powered by two small batteries which were charged by a generator
taken from an abandoned car the set was first tested on 26" March. It did
not work. Loveless and his companions had to start again. Two days later
Corporal Donovan returned from a foraging expedition to Atamba. He was
laden down with salvaged equipment including the power pack from a Dutch
transmitter, aerial wire and a receiving set.



Work on the radio was disrupted when the whole party had to be transferred
to a more secure locality as a result of Japanese moves. However, they were
soon to receive a welcome gift. In March a small patrol under Lieutenant
H.J. Garnett had left Villa Maria to report on the countryside and towns of
Suro Province. The patrol had traveled to Villa Maria, then through
Ermera and south to Atsabe. From their it had moved to Ainaro, then onto
Same carrying out o thorough reconnaissance of the country, noting the
attitude of the local Timorese towards the Australians. Finally the patrol
had moved north through Mindelo and Turiscai towards Dili. Lieutenant
Garnett made a reconnaissance into the outskirts of Dili, and there met a
group of Portuguese ‘desporados’. These were men who had been banished
Jfrom Portugal to the colonies often as a result of revolutionary activities in
their homeland. (Later a number of these deporados, dubbed by the
Australians as the ‘International Brigade’, carried out their own war
against the Japanese.) At a meeting in a house on the outskirts of Dili
Garnett met Pedro guerre, a leader of the deporados. Garnett was given
valuable information as to the disposition of the Japanese forces in and
around Dili, and was told of a wireless set in Dili belonging to Qantas

Airways. Guerre, together with several deporados, smuggled the set out of
Dili along with some guns an ammunition salvaged by the Portuguese after
the Japanese landing. Garnett collected the Qantas wireless which was then
carried by a party of Timorese under the command of two patrol members,

privates Johnston and O’Neill, across the mountainous spine of Timor Mape
where Loveless and his companions were able to commence work once
more.

A further attempt to construct a working set failed and Loveless slipped into
the depths of despair. His health was bad and morale was suffering from the
setbacks. Everyone working on the project realized that it was essential that
Loveless be encouraged to carry on. Captain Callinan, conscious that
success with the project was imperative if the small force was to survive,

issued orders that everything possible must be done to have the project
succeed. Captain G.E.Parker, Sparrow Force Signals officer in overall
charge of wireless building operation, was the right man for the job. He
knew how to handle Loveless in order to get the maximum effort from him.

The encouragement worked. Loveless had a brilliant idea He would hook up
the powerful uncalibrated Qantas transmitter to a weak set with a range of
only 50 kilometres. To do this four more batteries were needed. A foraging
party set out and returned with the necessary batteries. Then the battery
charger ran out of petrol but with the help of the ‘International Brigade’ tins
of petrol and some diesoline were snatched from Dili. Fuelled with this



mixture the battery charger was started. The batteries were soon brought up
to the full strength, ready for the trial of the third set. Sir Bernard Callinan
later described the transmitter as a masterpiece of improvisation:

“The set occupied a room about ten square feet, and there were bits and
pieces spread around benches and joined by wires trailing across the floor.
Batteries were charged by a generator taken form an old car and driven by
a rope which passed around a small grooved wheel attached to the
armature of the generator and around a similar wheel about eighteen
inches in diameter. Attached to this latter wheel was another wheel around
which a further rope was passed on to a wheel about four feet or more in
diameter, and to this large wheel were fixed handless by which four
natives turned the machine.”

Named ‘Winnie the War Winner’ the transmitter was ready for operation by
18" April and that last night its weak signal was picked up in Darwin,
causing great consternation at Northern France Headquarters. All stations
were told to keep off the air and to listen the following evening.

On the night of 19" April the signal got through again and this time an
answer was received from Darwin. The small group of signalers were
overjoyed, but then the batteries failed again. All the next day they worked at
charging the batteries ready for the next effort. That night, the batteries
worked and the message got through. The signalers on Timor were using an
obsolete code which had been current when Parker was at Penfoi some
three months earlier and their listeners in Darwin were suspicious that the
signal was part of a Japanese ruse. They demanded proof of identity. Back
came the message:

‘Do you know George Parker?’

‘Yes, he is with us.’

‘What is his rank? Answer immediately.’

‘Captain’, went back the prompt response.

‘Is he there? Bring him to the transmitter. What is your wife’s name,
George?’

‘Joan’, came the answer via morse code.

‘What is the street number of your house?’

‘94’, replied Parker. Darwin was satisfied.

Then came the message which electrified the Darwin headquarters:



The building of “Winnie the War Winner” was
a wriumph in the art of improvisation. Above:
The power supply and (left) the tuning umnit.
Below: The finished article. Note the half ker
sene tin as a base for the tuning unit.




The Timor force is intact and still fighting. Badly needs boots, quinine,
money and tommy-gun ammaunition.

Sparrow Force was in communication with Australia once more.
Arrangements were made quickly for the RAAF to carry our reconnaissance
and to drop supplies. The first Hudson arrived over Sparrow Force area on
24 April but being unable to pick up any signals from the ground returned to
Darwin. Two days later Darwin asked Sparrow Force to designate a
suitable area for a parachute drop and to burn signal fires to mark the drop
site. Sparrow Force Headquarters designated Mape and fires were lit. The
RAAF aeroplanes, flying too far north, did not sight the signals and once
more no supplies were dropped. However, the first successful air drop was
made the next day when nineteen packages were parachuted in at Beco. This
marked the beginning of regular support for the Australian troops. Sparrow
Force was no longer alone.

Much joy to realize that Australia knew we were still alive and fighting. Our
spirits lifted when our new supplies arrived. We also learnt that it was
impossible to be evacuated and so we were asked to continue to harass the
enemy.

Our main officer group were contemplating attacking Dili again, but this
idea was squashed with more information from Darwin.

The Japanese had a base at Ermera and we soon found their convoys moving
about. After we had set up several ambushes, the Japanese started to guard
the sides of the roads. We did something different.

On 9% May, I got another private and we blackened our hands and faces
from the black on the cooking pots. We took four Timorese with us and
sneaked into an enemy outpost at Aturo, a small village on the road to Lete-
Foho. The two huts which housed the Japanese were the ones we attacked,
throwing grenades into both. As they rushed out we shot them, about 20.
Then we shot through like a ‘Bondi tram.’

Sergeant James and two soldiers watched a Japanese outpost for two days.
They decided to attack them as they had breakfast. They left 12 dead and
wounded behind and disappeared as quickly as they could.

Sir Bernardd Callinan later wrote:

“ It was seldom that a week went past without two or three successful raids
being carried out. The individual numbers of Japanese casualties was small,
5 or 15, but these numbers quickly provided an amazing total, and the effect
on Japanese morale was enormous. Japanese soldiers told natives that the



HIT AND RUN ON TIMOR

ONE OF THE MOST fantastic feats by Diggers of
the A.LF. in World War II was the cheeky defiance of
three hundred and twenty-seven commandos who
took to the hills and the bush after Timor fell and
for more than a year held out against Japanese forces
which eventually totalled twenty-one thousand men.

In a sustained guerilla campaign, these Australians
of the 2/2nd Independent Company, with reinforce-
ments they later received from the 2/4th Independent
Company, drove the Japs to distraction with their
deadly hit-and-run tactics. When they “were finally
successfully evacuated, they had killed fifteen hun-
dred of the enemy for the loss of only forty of their
own men.

When twenty thousand Japanese attacked Timor ‘on
February 19, 1942, they overwhelmed the two thou-
sand Australian troops stationed there in a few days.
Most.of: them surrendered when hopelessly encircled
at K'oepang in the Dutch half of the island. The 2/2nd
Independent Company, commanded by Major A.
Spence, had the task of defending Dili in Portugese
Timor and, unlike the other Australian units at Koe-
pang, was able to make a fighting withdrawal to the

hills and continue resistance.
~ So began one of the great adventure sagas of the
war. Those three hundred-odd commandos from the
two Independent Companies lived, it has been said,
closer to death and for a longer period than any other
band of fighters in any other war. It was nearly three
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months before, with the aid of a make-shift, home-
made radio, they contacted Australia, and Army
Headquarters learned of their existence. It had been
assumed all the Australian defenders had been either
killed or captured when Timor fell.

For month after month the Timor eommandos
flitted about the mountainous island like will-o’-the-
wisps. Their sudden, deadly raids wreaked havoc on
enemy morale. Japanese troops told the natives that
the Australians were “devils,” who jumped out of
the ground, killed and disappeared into thin air.

They harried and harassed the Japs at every op-
portunity, butchering them from ambush, bayonet-
ting stragglers on lonely jungle trails, invading and
shooting up their camps under cover of darkness.

At first the Japs left a thousand troops on Timor
to clean up the commandos. This force was soon en-
larged to six thousand men as the Australians seemed
likely to take back the whole of the istand. When the
raids and ambushes continued, a full division of fif-
teen thousand veterans arrived from Malaya to make
a garrison of twenty-one thousand troops.

The new division arrived in June, 1942, accom-
panied by a high-ranking officer knowi as the “Singa-
pore Tiger,” from his ruthless tactics in Malaya. He
was openly contemptuous of the Australian com-
mandos and boasted he would crush them in one blow.

Instead, the first time the Singapore Tiger went
out to hunt his quarry in the Timor jungle, four shots
suddenly. rang out from waiting Australian snipers.
Thé:Singapore Tiger and three other officers fell dead,
all neatly drilled through the head. As the rest of
the Japs hastily withdrew down the track in confusion,
the grim-faced Aussie killers melted away through the
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foliage, alread i i imi

somegv‘]here elsé,, planning to strike 3 similar blow °
Gene.rally the individual number of Japs killed in

each ra'ld was small, but the total grew quickly. The

Australian strategy was always to get the ofﬁcers. first

In small bands they unconcernedly took on enem.

patrols often fifty times their size. Bridges were blowz

up, roads mined, and camps and buildings fired
Enemy trucks were waylaid, the occupants killed d
the vehicles rolled over precipices. co

The most audacious Australian fora

Fhe night of April 26, 1942, when thi{rt;occ’:ﬁlgxlra::zeld?;
invaded Dili itself and thumbed their noses at the
th.ree thousand Japanese stationed there. Under Cap-
ta{n (later Major) Geoff Laidlaw of Newcastle tlll)e
raiders sneaked through the barbed wire of the ,peri-
gzet:;;efences and reached the main street un-

The fight was on when Laidlaw shot -dead a Japan-
©€5¢ sentry at a machine-gun post. Bedlam broke ﬁoui
zz; J:‘lz):l ;3]1;1: tl:;lnbli?]g out and the Australiang opened

- : A5
b i g l.ge s g{;tt;-g_ from the shelter of building

Dozens of Japanese were mowed d
panicked and believed a major attack wasotmerTvtlaey
as anotl?er Australian party added to the confusior)ll
by keeping up a steady fire from Dili beach.

The Japs, firing wildly, began killing their own
men, and Laidlaw took advantage of the turmoil to
withdraw in the darkness. Almost clear of the town
they discovered that one of the party, Paddy Con-
nelly, of North Sydney, was missing, : :

-The. Captain dashed back and found the absentee
lying in a gutter and still blazing away happily with
a Bren gun. Both men had to shoot their way out,
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but they made it and rejoined the rest of the raiders,
who had not lost a single man in the whole operation.

Not all the raids were made by such organised par-
ties. Some of the most successful were carried out
by Diggers stalking and killing as individuals. Thus
Lieutenant John Rose of Hillston, N.S.W., disguised
himself as a native, walked into a village and tossed
grenades through the doorway of a hut in which
thirty Japanese were sleeping. When the survivors
rushed. out he bowled them over with a tommy gun
and then made a successful getaway.

Acknowledged the Number Omne Sniper of the
commandos was Private Mervyn Wheatley of Kalgoor-
lie, a professional kangaroo shooter in civilian life. He
played a sporting game with the Japs, refusing to
use the telescopic sights on his rifle for any range
below three hundred yards. When the Australians
finally left Timor, he was credited with forty-seven kills,
but himself claimed only twenty-five certainties. “In
my game,” he explained, “you can’t count a ’roo
unless you see him drop and know exactly where to
go to skin him.” ‘

Once the Timor commandos established radio con-
tact with Australia, it was possible to drop supplies
and equipment to them by air and even in September,
1942, to re-inforce them with part of the 2/4th Inde-

" pendent Company which landed by ship under cover
of darkness at an arranged rendezvous.

- Despairing of beating the Australians in combat, the
Japanese late that year concentrated on turning the
natives against the commandos by the use of bribery
and force. Gradually, as they were repeatedly be-

- trayed and the enemy knew of their movements in

advance, the situation changed and often they became
hunted instead of the hunters.
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However, they kept up the fight, determined to
kill and keep on killing Japs as long as they had
weapons and ammunition. They were never beaten,
but finally the decision was taken at Australian Army
Headquarters to withdraw the force before the Japs
won over all the natives, which would have meant
inevitable disaster sooner or later.

In December, 1942, the men of the 2/2nd were
picked up from different Timor beaches by Australian
corvettes. The 2/4th followed a month later. Thirteen
volunteers remained behind, led by Captain Harry
Flood of Albury, to destroy equipment- and try to
locate four wounded stragglers who failed to keep
the rendezvous with the rescuers.

Night and day the Japs hunted them, but they
continued to elude their pursuers and make their
presence felt with lightning raids. They located the
four missing men and wirelessed the news to Australia.
On the night of February 11, 1943, they climbed
aboard the surfaced American submarine, Gudgeon,
which had put in to pick them up.

The epic of the Timor commandos was over. For
more than a year they had pinned down thousands
of Japaiese and prevented them being used in the
crucial fight for New Guinea. Had the enemy division
on Timor been available, it is possible it could have
turned the tide for Japan on the Kokoda Trail.
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Native Timorese build a bamboo house for the Australians. The Timorese
were impressed by the skill and bravery shown by the Australians in fighting
the Japanese and provided them with great assistance. (Australian War
Memorial, 13763)

Initially very short of cash, the Australians paid the Timorese with ‘surats’,
a kind of IOU. Later large quantities of silver coins were supplied from
Australia. (Australian War Memorial, 13794)




Australians were devils who jumped out of the ground, killed some
Japanese, then disappeared. Whilst their officers said they had been fighting
them for months, many had not seen an Australian.”

The Japanese tried to bribe the natives to help them, putting a price of 100
pataccas (about 16 pounds) on the head of every Australian soldier killed
and 1000 pataccas (About 160 pounds) on the head of each Commander.
The natives would not participate, they liked our tactics. The Japanese took
property without payment and sexually abused the native women. The
natives began to help us, on the lookouts, and would call us if there was any
movement on the hills.

We did not know that because of our success, the Japanese increased their
troop numbers from 6,000 to 21,000, bringing the veterans of Malaya under
a ruthless major, known as the “Tiger” to get rid of us. He had been very
successful in Malaya and his troops thought he was the ‘ant’s pants’. The
first time he led his large contingent of troops into battle against us, our
snipers, Doc and a few of us shot him and some officers, turning them back.
We were surprised they did not chase us as they had plenty of man power.

I started to get more attacks of malaria even though we had quinine.

After this episode we started to get more supplies, and better food, ammo
and clothing.

What happened next was that the Japanese started to bribe the natives more
than we did, and sometimes we became the hunted! We all pulled together
as a team and although we had a lot of stress we did a good job.

On 23" September the destroyer, Voyager, began unloading reinforcements
in the form of 2/4 Company, with supplies. She went aground and we were
faced with the dilemma of sinking her. We stripped her of everything we
could. The Japanese beat us to it the next day, she was bombed and sunk.

The evacuation of Timor by the 2/2, I refer again to the book “Timor” by
Chris Wray, to describe our departure. He also tells of the wonderful
exploits by the RAN and the loss of all those brave sailors on the Armidale
Corvette, which was sunk.

“On the27th Nov, Callinan received orders to evacuate the 2/2 Independent
Co, 150 Portuguese and Dutch Troops, and decided that the latter two

groups should go first.
The embarkment would present few problems as the men of the 2/2 were
available to protect the rear.
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Major G. G. ‘Bull’ Laidlaw, one-time junior surf champion of New South
Wales, led thirty Australians in a daring raid into the heart of Dili, then
occupied by some 3000 Japanese. (Australian War Memorial, 13785)



Callinan was more concerned about the evacuation of the 2/2 as he could
not withdraw the men of the 2/4 Independent Co from their positions to
cover the beachhead. The Northern Territory Force in Darwin advised
Callinan that he was free to keep whatever staff he required for Force
Headquarters.

He asked Baldwin to stay, which he did. Callinan determined that the two
companies would hold an extended line until the last moment. Then, the 2/2
would be evacuated while the 2/4 moved to take over the vital areas. To
confuse the Japanese, the 2/4 would then increase activity along the shorter
line. Final plans were then made. The “Kuru” and two corvettes, the
“Armidale” and the “Castlemaine”, were to stand off Betano on the night of
30" November. The “Kuru” was to arrive two hours before the other ships,
land stores and embark the Portuguese refugees for transfer to the
“Castlemaine”. This done the “Castlemaine” would depart for Darwin. The
“Kuru” was then to ferry fifty Dutch replacement troops from the
“Armidale” to shore, taking the sick and wounded and Dutch troops on the
return journey.”

See insert from Chris Wray’s book Timor pages 156-163
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A platoon moves out to collect supplies from Force Headquarters. Small
but sure-footed Timor ponies such as the one seen here at the end of the
column played a vital role in transporting radios, stores, ammunition, the
sick and wounded. (Australian War Memorial, 13766)

Members of Headqdarters Staﬁ, Sparrow .Férce.v From left to right: Lieu-
tenant-Colonel A. Spence, Lieutenant Eric Smyth, Major B. Callinan and
Captain G. Boyland. (Australian War Memorial, 13762)

.
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A meal of water buffalo meat provides some variety for men accustomed
to a monotonous and unbalanced diet of rice, sweet potato and pumpkin.
(Australian War Memorial, 13770)

. o

Troops take a well-earned rest. Inadequate diet together with the effects of
malaria and other tropical diseases and the stress of having to move and
fight continally in terrible physical conditions, gradually reduced the fighting
efficiency of the troops although morale remained high. (Australian War
Memorial, 13768)
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Resumption of radio contact with Northern Force Headquarters ended fifty-
nine days of isolation and made it possible to supply the survivors of Sparrow
Force from Australia with the food and equipment needed to continue their

campaign against the enemy. (Australian War Memorial, 13764)
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L Kuru would then embark its own passengers and, accompanied

by the Armidale, return to Darwin.

The night of the first evacuation came. Signal fires were lit
and at 10 p.m. recognition signals were exchanged with the
Kuru. However, the two corvettes did not arrive and, after
waiting until the appointed departure time, the Kuru set sail
with over seventy Portuguese — mainly women and children
— crammed on the tiny ship.

Meanwhile the Castlemaine and Armidale had been sighted
by a Japanese aircraft about 190 kilometres from their desti-
nation. After making several bombing runs the aircraft de-
parted. The ships’ crews prepared for further attacks which they
knew would have to come. Before long they were subjected to
two bombing attacks by formations of five enemy bombers, but
escaped harm. The ships reached Betano by 3.30 a.m., but the
Kuru had gone, the signal fires had been doused and the beach
was deserted. Once satisfied that the Kuru had left, the corvettes
departed south towards Darwin, heading as far from Timor as
possible before daybreak. Soon after dawn the Kuru was sighted
some 110 kilometres south of Betano. Her passengers were
transferred to the Castlemaine which then headed towards Dar-
win, while the Kuru and Armidale turned back towards Timor
with orders to complete the evacuation that night. The ships
set courses which would take them back toward Timor inde-
pendently and soon were out of sight of one another. But the
Japanese, alerted by the sighting of the corvettes the previous
day, were on the alert. The Kuru was soon located by the enemy
and suffered repeated attacks from Japanese bombers through-
out the day. On occasion bombs fell within 2 metres of the ship.
R. Hermon Gill, the official Navy historian, quotes the Report
of Proceedings by the captain of the Kuru: '

Two on my bows, about ten feet off, one aft which blew up our

assault boat, which was being towed by ten feet of line. This straddle

shook up the ship’s clock, an eight day striking clock, and rang the
bell. One of the ratings, Slgnalman Jamieson, looked up at the
planes and said, ‘Tojo, you've got a bloody cigar’."!

Despite damage suffered in the air attacks the Kuru was
ordered to return to Betano to complete the operation, but at
8.05 p.m. news was received that two Japanese cruisers had
been sighted about 95 kilometres south-west of Betano and the
operatin was aborted. There had been no news since 12.54 p.m.
from the Armidale and at 3.15 p.m. she was attacked by nine
bombers and three fighters. After a brief battle in which a
Japanese bomber and fighter were shot down by Ordinary Sea-
man Edward Sheean manning the aft Oerlikon gun, the Ar-
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midale was struck by two torpedoes and a bomb. The ship
turned over and sank in a matter of minutes. Among those lost
was Sheean who, although wounded, remained at his gun still
firing at an attacking Zero while the ship went down.

At the time of its sinking, the Armidale carried a complement
of eighty-three plus three AIF men, two Dutch army officers
and sixty-one Indonesian soldiers. Many of the Indonesians
died in the bombing when their mess suffered a direct hit. The
survivors were left in a motor boat, on a Carly float and clinging
to wreckage. They were machine-gunned from the air, resulting
in further deaths. The next day, 2 December, the survivors
managed to construct a raft from wreckage. After waiting to
see if Australian reconnaissance aircraft were searching for
them, the motor boat, carrying the Armidale’s commanding
officer, Lleutenant-Commander Richards, seventeen members
of the shlp s company and four Netherlands East Indies soldiers,
including several wounded, set off for Darwin to get help. At
10.15 a.m. on 5 December the boat was sighted by a recon-
naissance aircraft about 240 kilometres west north-west from
Darwin and the Kalgoorlie was despatched to pick them up.
After avoiding attacks from Japanese aircraft, the Kalgoorlie
located the Armidale’s boat with twenty survivors (two of the
original company having died) at 11 p.m. on 6 December.
Meanwhile the other survivors, fifty-five ship’s company, three
AIF and twenty-two Netherlands East Indies troops, had found
the Armidale’s whaler which, although holed, was sufficiently
repaired to float although continuous baling had to be main-
tained. Twenty-six of the Armiidale’s crew under Lieutenant
L.G. Palmer, together with the three AIF soldiers, set out for
the allied reconnaissance area, leaving twenty-eight of the ship’s
crew and two Dutch officers with nineteen Indonesian troops
on the raft and Carly float. On the afternoon of 7 December
the rafts were sighted by searching aircraft. The next afternoon
they were sighted again, this time by a Catalina flying boat
which was unable to land due to rough seas. The aircraft crew
reported that the number of survivors on the rafts had dwindled
to twenty at most. Despite extensive searches, nothing more
was seen of the rafts. -

The survivors in the whaler were more fortunate as it was
spotted by the Catalina which was returning to Darwin after
sighting the rafts. The Kalgoorlie was despatched again and
picked up the twenty-nine survivors on the afternoon of 9
December. On Timor Callinan was unaware of the Japanese
air attacks on the evacuation ships and the loss of the Armidale.
He did know that Portuguese refugees and some Dutch troops
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had not been evacuated as planned and that the Dutch rein-
forcements had not arrived, leaving a gap in the defensive line.
In addition he received warning from Darwin that the further
stages of the evacuation would be delayed. This was serious
news. All the carefully arranged plans had to be altered. Pla-
toons were told to remain in their areas and to send out patrols
to prevent the Japanese suspecting their intentions. As a final
blow Callinan learned that the Dutch replacement troops had
been lost and there was no one to take their place. He had to
rearrange his forces to meet this contingency immediately and
in turn had to request a 24-hour delay. Captain C.D. Murphy’s
platoon of the 2/4 was moved to take over the Mindelo area,
Captain Thompson’s was to cover the Same-Ainaro region,
while Captain O’Connor’s platoon was to remain east of Dili
and continue observations in that area.

The first stage of the second evacuation was set for the night
of 11 December. The Dutch destroyer Tjerk Hiddes had been
called up from Perth after the failure of the first evacuation and
the subsequent loss of the Armidale and was to take off the
2/2 Independent Company’s D Platoon (now commanded by
Lieutenant Doig), sick and wounded personnel, the Dutch
troops and some of the Portuguese. But on the morning of 10
December the Japanese struck an unexpected blow. Doig had
concentrated his men at Same, having taken over that area from
Dexter’s platoon which was covering the beach-head. Just be-
fore dawn Doig’s rearguard withdrew from the saddle above
Same. In the township a pack train loaded with rifles and sup-
plies for a small group of men from Captain Thompson’s
section, who were training and arming natives in the Ainaro
area, was waiting while its escort of three soldiers breakfasted
with Doig’s rearguard. As the party prepared to move off after
breakfast, Japanese soldiers positioned around the town opened
fire. Sapper L.C. Moule of the rearguard was killed. The ponies,
laden with rifles and supplies, bolted. The surviving members
of the rearguard and the escort party fought their way out of
the town, although Sapper D.A. Sagar was wounded.

Later that day, several hours after the Japanese occupied
Same, Sergeant Hopper of the 2/4 signals had a lucky escape.
As he rode into the town, accompanied by his criado, he was
confronted by a Japanese soldier. Hopper yanked his pony
around gftd attempted to make off as the Japanese fired from
a range of about 5 metres. He missed, but the blast nearly
knocked Hopper from his pony. Having ridden straight into an
ambush, Hopper abandoned the pony and ran for his life, pur-
sued by a fusillade of shots. As the Australian and his criado
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sprinted up a hill they saw a party of Japanese moving to cut
them off. The criado led Hopper to a hiding place in the scrub
where they remained until nightfall while the Japanese searched
fruitlessly for them.

Unfortunately, Hopper’s pony had been carrying a new set
of ciphers which had been devised and copied painstakingly by
Lieutenant E. Hayward, the cipher officer. As these were
abandoned along with the pony, Hayward had to start work on
a complete new set. The loss of the rifles and supplies was a
serious nuisance, and the need to evacuate the wounded men
created further difficulties. The presence of the J apanese in
Same created a further problem for Callinan as the enemy was
perilously close to the proposed embarkation point at Betano;
consequently, the place of departure was changed hastily to the
mouth of the Qualan River, about five hours’ walk from Same.
Despite this change Doig was able to get his platoon, except
for the wounded Sagar and Sapper M. Dennis who remained
with the wounded man, to the embarkation point on time,

At the appointed time the Tjerk Hiddes arrived and after an
exchange of recognition signals the evacuation commenced. All
proceeded smoothly and after a little over two hours the de-
stroyer was carrying the first group of the 2/2 Independent
Company, hospital patients, Dutch troops and Portuguese
evacuees to the safety of Darwin.

Of the remaining three platoons of the 2/2 Independent Com-
pany Dexter’s A Platoon and C Platoon, now commanded by
Captain McKenzie, were placed to cover the outlets from Same
in order to observe any Japanese movement from the town and
to lead the enemy away from the Qualan River. A small de-
tachment of the 2/4 Independent Company was posted above
Alas to observe and warn of any Japanese move in that direc-
tion, and B Platoon, now commanded by Tom Nisbet, was sent
east of Alas to cover any northward move by the enemy.

The final phase of the evacuation was set for the night of 15
December. In readiness for the evacuation the remnant of the
2/2, except for Nisbet’s platoon, had moved to the area around
Fatu-Cuac and Betano.

Early on the morning of the 11th B Platoon observed the
Japanese moving towards Alas. B Platoon opened fire from
ambush positions with rifle and machine-guns at a range of 700
metres. The enemy deployed at once, returning fire. After a
two-hour battle the Australians were forced to withdraw to
Alas. The enemy pushed forward to Alas, and the Australians
under intense rifle and machine-gun fire were forced to with-
draw to the east. The Australians observed the enemy making
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camp in Alas, and at dawn on 12 December they were seen
moving towards Betano. B Platoon had no further contact with
thie Japanese.

Dexter’'s A Platoon was in position covering the Betano
beach-head. Upon learning that the enemy had entered Alas
Dexter set off alone to reconnoitre an ambush position along
the Fatu-Cuac track, and nearly ran into the Japanese force.
Hearing footsteps approachmg, Dexter hid himself in a clump
of bamboo beside the track and watched some 200 Japanese
soldiers pass within touching distance. Eventually Dexter made
his way by various routes back to his platoon.

The enemy force which had nearly trapped Dexter reached
Fatu-Cuac. The Australians opened fire on them, inflicting cas-
ualties. As the Japanese deployed, the Australians withdrew.
One Australian who had arrived on the island as a reinforcement
a short time before was hit by a bullet which penetrated his
steel helmet. The bullet ran in a circle inside his helmet cutting
a furrow almost right around his scalp. Fortunately his injuries
were minor.

During the withdrawal Lance Corporal C.V. Pacey and sig-
nallers G.F. Greenhalgh and A.R. Addison, all from A Platoon,
were able to retrieve a heavy 101 radio set and batteries while
under heavy small arms and mortar fire. A Platoon then lost
contact with the enemy, until Sergeant Cash and Corporal Fos-
ter set out on a patrol to find the Japanese force. They found
the enemy camped at Betano. This suited Laidlaw as he could
move his men eastward to the Qualan River by nightfall and -
carry out the embarkation a safe distance from Japanese
interference. ,

While this was happening, the men of the 2/2 Independent
Company were moving for the last time across the mountains
and valleys of Portuguese Timor as they made their way to the
embarkation point. It was not before time. Many of the men
were racked with malaria, wasted by dysentery and afflicted
with scabrous tropical ulcers. In addition to disease the lack of
good food had had its effect and some of the men were little
better than walking skeletons. But not all their sufferings were
physical. The men, who had from the time of the Japanese
invasion fought contmuously against the enemy during the
period when they stood alone, and who later during the August
defénsive had,bleen harassed by the numerically superior forces
of the Japanese, were showing signs of stress. Some, including
those who had fought especially valiantly during the precedmg
months, were beginning to crack up. Thelr job was done. It was
time for them to go home.

Harry Wray, then attached to Captain McKenzie’s platoon .
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near Mindelo, remembered the final march to the coast which
commenced late on the night of 14 December.

When we left at 10-00 p.m. light rain was falling and the countryside
covered with a blanket of mist. We marched all through the night
over rough mountain trails for the most part, the going far from
easy, what with the rain, mist and pitch dark night. Just as dawn
was breaking we came to a . . . deserted village and stozpped for
a rest. We lay down in our tracks and slept for 2 hours.!

At daylight the party could see Same below them. As they
did not know whether the town was occupied by Japanese they
examined it through Wray’s telescope. It seemed deserted and,
as they had little time to waste, the party pressed on. After a
brief stop at a grass hut occupied by two commandos who were
keeping watch over the track, they continued on to Alas, which
was the first rendezvous point for the march to the coast, arriving
at about midday on 15 December. There they had a few mouth-
fuls of pig meat and shared some coconuts, the first food they
had eaten since the march had commenced the night before.
By this time the town was filling up as men came in from all
directions.

At 2.30 p.m. McKenzie’s platoon set off on the last leg of
its journey. The men were soon strung out along the track, as
those most weakened by illness and deprivation fell behind the
others. Some were able to keep moving only because they knew
they were going home. Further behind the soldiers their criados
and native porters trailed along carrying the packs and equip-
ment. For hours the men walked over hills through soaking
tropical rain until at last they reached the coastal plain. There
they found themselves in rain forests ploughing through deep
slush and mud so thick that it almost sucked their boots off with
every step. Soon after dark they were halted and told the beach
was near. The men scrounged for food, but there was little to
be had except for a few handfuls of plain boiled rice. Then the
time came for the final brief march to the beach. Harry Wray
wrote later that:

After some delay we set off into a thick belt of trees and travelled
some distance floundering in soft sand, and stumbling over sticks
and stones in the deep darkness under the trees. One of my knees
had suffered an injury on the trail earlier that afternoon and by the
time we had halted it was becoming most painful. The spell had
allowed me to become cold, and my knee had stiffened; every step
I took after we moved off again was agony. I just prayed that we
would soon reach the beach, and after a fairly long walk we were
halted in an open space among the trees. We could hear the sea
close by . . . Before we set out for the coast all the cash that Mac
’
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[McKenzie] had, all in silver, and provided to him for the purchase
of food and so on was shared out by him among all hands. We had
between ten shillings and a pound each. The understanding was
that this money was to be handed to each man’s native criado
[porter] as a reward for their loyal and faithful service. I know of

only one man who was mean enough to keep the money . . . I gave
Paulino all the money and my haversack also a pair of shorts and
shirt . . . All I took with me was my waterproof sheet and that only
because we heard the sand flies were so bad on the beach . . . The
scenes from the parting with our boys were most affecting, the boys
weeping and embracing their Australian friends, and saying Tuan
Australie come back some day? We had a lot to thank the natives
for, that is those loyal boys who stuck to us through thick and thin,
guiding us and finding food for us.!

After saying their final farewells to the Timorese who had
helped them so faithfully through months of danger, the com-
mandos moved onto the shingle beach and sat in groups about
10 metres from the water’s edge. Behind them, where the bush
bordered the beach, three beacon fires were lit to guide the
Dutch destroyer to shore. The men on the beach saw a shadow
out to sea, then a flashing pinpoint of light as the Tjerk Hiddes
gave its recognition signal. A signaller on shore replied. Sud-
denly, out of the darkness large flat-bottomed surf boats came
bumping onto the beach with the sea surging around them. As
the boats hit the sand, men from the 2/4 Independent Company
ran to pick up the stores and equipment hastily thrown to the
beach by the sailors in each boat. The men raced up the beach
to dump their loads, then ran back for more. Hardly a word
was exchanged. The first boat was soon unloaded, and a strange
procession made its way across the beach to the boat. Headed
by two nuns carried in sedan chairs there followed several more
nuns and two priests who had been evacuated from an isolated
mission.

After the boat carrying the civilians left shore, the men of
the 2/2 Independent Company were carried off. Dexter’s A
Platoon, which was guarding the beach-head, was last to go,
accompanied by Laidlaw, the company commander. Once clear
of the beach the boats were collected by launches and towed
to the destroyer. The men scrambled up nets from the boats
to the deck where waiting sailors pulled them on board. Once
aboard the commandos were taken below decks and fed fresh
white bread, the first they had seen for almost twelve months,
butter, cheese, jam and hot tea. For many men it was the first
substantial meal in days. All that night and through the day of
16 December the Tjerk Hiddes raced across the Timor Sea while
many of the commandos slept, exhausted by the march to the




evacuation point. Others lazed on the deck yarning with Eng-
. lish-speaking sailors.

Late in the afternoon of 16 December the Tjerk Hiddes
reached Darwin. As they sailed up the harbour the commandos
saw the ruin of the jetty from which they had left a year before
and near by, stranded in the mud, was the wreck of the Zeal-
andia which had carried them to Timor. The Tjerk Hiddes
docked at a makeshift jetty where a reception committee of
senior army and naval officers was waiting for the men of the
2/2 Independent Company. ‘Bull’ Laldlaw recorded that

To the crowd waiting on the wharf we must have appeared a re-
markable sight, most of us had beards of varying shapes, sizes and
shades, our clothing was tattered and torn, our headgear varied
from battle stained slouch hats to pieces of cloth tied on pirate
fashion. Although our arrival was veiled in secrecy we were accorded
a warm welcome and everything possible was done for our comfort
and convenience.*

After a year the Australians had feturned to Darwin. Laldlaw
commented on their response:

It was with mixed emotions that we stepped once more onto the
soil of Australia. We had thought of this moment for so long that
it seemed unbelievable that it had really come true. We had been
on Timor for over 12 months, but it seemed a lifetime. We had been .
~ completely cut off from the outside world for over two months.

Many of us had been posted missing. We had not had mail from
home for over five months nor had we been able to communicate
with our people for the same period. We had spent ten months
chasing the Jap and being chased. Our diet was often scanty, always
monotonous. We had lived hard and fought hard and now we were
back in Darwin — back in Australia — BACK HOME."

The men were disembarked quickly and taken to a camp on
the outskirts of Darwin which they reached after nightfall. They
were lined up at a mess hut, given mess tins, knives and forks
then marched inside to a tea of cold meat and salad, jellies and
tinned fruits. The cooks had made cakes decorated in icing with
the 2/2 regimental colour patch, a red double diamond on a
grey field. The commandos, their stomachs shrunken through
lack of food, were unable to do the meal justice. After dinner
the men showered and were given a Comforts Fund parcel of
tobacco, soap and other luxuries. Their showers completed,
they were told to abandon their old clothes and every man was
issued with a complete new set of clothing. Then, fed, showered,
shaved and reclad, the men marched to straw-lined cattle trucks
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for transport to Larrimah Army Camp. The commandos found
this the nearest to a rest camp that the Army could provide.
The general commanding Darwin area provided two bottles of
beer for every man at his own expense. As beer was rationed
and difficult to obtain under normal circumstances, the troops
appreciated his gesture. From then on the men of the 2/2 were
permitted to go to the open air picture theatre each night.
Special seats were set aside for them, and Military Police were
posted to ensure that no one else took the reserved seats.

However, these arrangements were not just the result of
kindness or appreciation. The 2/2 Independent Company was
in quarantine. Many men collapsed with recurring malaria,
while others were debilitated by dysentery, scabies, trop1cal
ulcers and other exotic diseases. Yet others affected by the
strain of the months of guerilla warfare suffered nervous break-
downs. For some it was the beginning of months in hospital.
In many cases the effects of serious illness, lack of food and
unremitting stress would manifest themselves years later in can-
cer, heart disease and other serious conditions. For these men
the campaign was over, but the effects of it would continue.

After being held at Larrimah for three weeks during which
time they were quarantined and given anti-malaria treatment,
the majority of the 2/2 Independent Company were moved
south via Mount Isa to Brisbane. At the end of January 1943
the troops were given twenty-one days leave. With the leave
completed the unit concentrated at Canungra in Queensland
early in April 1943. There training for fighting in New Guinea
commenced.
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Brother, Kevin finishes the story.......

At Katherine Hospital, a mate and John went ‘wako’, and went bush to
escape the Japanese. Years later, a friend, Joe O’Conner, was contract
stripping our crop and his brother Cyril came to help. Cyril told me he and a
dozen other troops had to go out and round John and his mate up. They were
completely bare!

John was transferred to Adelaide, but did not know anyone or anything as he
probably suffered from post-traumatic stress syndrome. When mum and dad
arrived, he started to improve but it was a slow recovery.

In 1944, they made him captain and he began instructing and training other
troops. They heard of the P.O.W in Borneo and were preparing to rescue
them as the war was progressing well for us. They practiced parachuting and
were well trained for the rescue operation but Generals Blaney and Mac
Arthur would not authorize planes even though there were plenty of spare
dakotos. We never forgave them as these boys all died on the march across
Borneo.

I was in Sydney doing a carpentry course in 1949-52. Dad told me to visit
John and his wife Nancy who lived at Harbord. John could not get work due
to his poor memory. Dad kept them with money and often paid the grocer
“Singi” where Nancy shopped. Dad and Singi became good friends. It was a
tough time for all John’s family, and children, John jr, Tony and Karen.
Eventually, Dad was able to persuade them to come to Hillston which made
them a lot happier. Three times we tried to get a pension for John but all to
no avail. = Kevin Rose.
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APPENDIX

List of Awards granted to officers
and men of 2/2 Australian Inde-

endent Company during service in

ortuguese Timor, 16 February 1941
to 17 December 1942. Ranks shown
are those held at the time of the
action for which the Award was
made.

Baldwin, Captain R. R.
M.LD. (twice)
Callinan, Captain B. J.
M.C., M.I.D.
Curran, Corporal K.S. @ M.LD.
Denman, Lance-Sergeant J. R.
M.LD.
Dexter, Lieutenant D. St. A.
M.L.D.
Dunkley, Captain C. R. M.I.D.
Ewan, Lance-Corporal R. L.
M.L.D.
Fowler, Lance-Corporal J. F.
M.I.D.
Haire, Corporal J. T. M.LD.
Hodgson, Corporal E.  M.L.D.
Holley, Private W. 1. M.L.D.

Johnson, Lance-Corporal R.

M.I.D.

Keenahan, Private J. M.L.D.
Laidlaw, Captain G. G. D.S.O.
Langridge, Lance-Corporal B. C.

M.LD.

Loud, Corporal E. M.I.D.
Loveless, Private M. L. M.1.D.
McKenzie, Lieutenant C. F. G.

M.C., Dutch Bronze Cross
Martin, Private C. R. M.I.D.
Morgan, Lance-Sergeant H. J.

M.I.D.

Nisbet, Captain T. G. M.LD.
O’Brien, Lance-Sergeant J. S.

M.I.D. -

Parry, Private R. N. M.LD.
Poynton, Private J. W.

D.C.M., Dutch Bronze Cross
Press, Sergeant F. A. M.LD.
Rose, Lieutenant J. A. M.I.D.
Scott, Private N. D. M.I.D.
Servante, Corporal J. M.I.D.
Smith, Signaller M. A. M. M.I.D.
Spence, Major A. D.S.0.
Stanley, Corporal G. A. M.L.D.
Turton, Captain D. K. M.I.D.
Wray, Corporal A. H. K. M.I.D.
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Slouch hat jogs memories ofa
| boy soldler and crack commandos

Mark Dodd
Herald Correspondent
.in Dlh s :

v At7I Almnssnﬂﬁghungﬁtal-. :
. though slightly stooped, has a
" shock of grey hair, lively piercing
. eyes and an ugly scar running

‘from his right ear t0 his neck.
“The scar covered by his collar-
length hair is a legacy of his days
fighting alongside Australian
‘commandos’ engaged in a bitter
guerilla war against - the
Japanese in East Timor. :
“In 1942, in Fato Cuac hamlet=

: near Betano, the teenage Akiu

and his East Timorese com-

panions were caught by a group

-of Japanese soldier and pro-

- Japanese supporters.
“They came up to me and

sald ‘Where are the Australians

hiding?’ I said, ‘They have

-gone’. Then they Uapanese} got
" very mad. I would have been
dead if they found any Aust-
ralians near by.

“They started beating me with
a shovel: Some of my friends
were killed, some managed to
- hide but others hkemewere un-

-able to escape.” Suspecting Akiu
had been helping the Aust-
‘ralians, pro-Japanese Timorese
serving with Japanese soldiers
speared Akiu in the neck before
leaving him for dead.

Akiu, or Joaqlm da Silva, his
baptised name, is a Chinese-
Timorese who was born in the
mountain town of Aileu.

‘He now lives in Dili and still

works as a mechanie.

He is full of pride récallmg '

the years spent in the moun-
tains with the Australian Spar-
row Force commandos of the

2/3nd Independent Company

in the vicious guerilla campaign
in which neither side took pris-
oners.

“They [Australiang] - behaved
beautifully. We all ate together,
shared sleeping quarters, food

. and drink, and then we went to

wa.rtogether ”he said. “When it
came to fighting, I wasn’t

- scared when I was with them.”

.On Friday, Akiu was intro-
duced to Commander Darryl
Watter, the Chief of Staff of the
Austrahan National Coritingent
in East Timor, and presented
with an army slouch hat-and

badge. He said the sight of the -
hat brought long-forgotten -
‘memories flooding back. -

After the Australian com-
mandos left East Timor, Akin
managed to hide out. He re-

_ covered from his injuries by treat-
ing his wound with natural
3 ;

He latet trained as a mechanic
under the Portuguese and sur-

Alciw, af 74, wearing fis =
‘new slouch fhiat, and,
‘above, as & teenager
in1942, who . -
protected the
Australian commandss
-even thoughit almiost
1 cost his life.

Photo): Jason South

vived ‘the 1975 Indonesian in-
vasion and 24-year occupation.

. His house in Dili and all his be-

longings were destroyed by pro-
Indonesian militia during the
political violence that followed
the 1099 referendum for inde-
pendence.

- Akiu believes the arrival of the
Australian-led International
Force in East Timor (Interfet) in
September 1999 saved many
more Timorese from being
killed. “They [Indonesiang] had
a plan tokill many East Timorese

-but the Australians stopped

them,” he said.
When the Australian troops

: first arrived in Dili, Akiu said he
" couild not recognise them, be-

cause their uniform was differ-
ent to the commandos fighting
the Japanese.

. 'When someotie told him they

were Australians, he said he

wanted to “jump and shout”.
“Iwas so happy. [ knew then I
was not going to be killed.”
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rememben you thlee of their
Timorese companions known as
criados are coming to Australia to
be honoured on Anzac Day.

Rufino Alves Corriea, a frail
89-year-old who waswounded
by Japanese soldiers, can’t
imagine what it will be like to be
a focus of the parade through
Melbourne’s streets.

But at a reunion afterwards
with the handful of surviving
“Sparrow Force” commandos,
Mr Corriea will reminisce about
the hit-and-run tactics they used
against 20,000 Japanese troops
in one of World War I's most
successful guerilla actions.

“The Japanese were coming to
a place where the Australians
were hiding,” Mr Corriea recalls,
his face lighting up, “I grabbed a
rifle and opened fire on them.
There were about 50. Then I ran
down into a creek bed but Twas
shotin the neck.” Somehow the
Australians helped Mr Correia to
escape and survive.

By the end of the war, between
40,000 and 50,000 Timorese, ina
population of only 650000, had
been killed or starved to death,
mostly for helping the Australians.

The commandos of the 2/2nd
and 2/4th independent companies
have complained bitterly since
their withdrawal from Timor in
December 1942 that the story of
the heroism and bravery of their
criados has never been properdy
acknowledged in Australia.

One veteran of the Timor
campaign, John Jones, 86, from
Hawthorn, says the presence of
Mr Correia, Armindo Monteiro,
86, and Manuel Ximenes, 75, in
the Anzac Day march will help to
address that.

“It will be an opportunity to say
thanks to our friends,” says Mr
Jones. “Our lives depended on the
Timorese. Our members have
been writing letters to Australian
governments for years trying to
obtain recognition for what the
Timorese did for us, particularly
when the Indonesians invaded
them in 1975.”

The Australianslanded in
Portuguese-run Timor days after
the Japanese bombed Pearl
Harbour in December 1941.
Portugal was officially

rnamtaming its neutralify in the

'I'he arrival of thig Aushaﬁa
committed the people of the ha
island territory to unimaginable
suffering at the hands of the
Japanese, who attacked Dili with
a force of 4000 crack troops on
February 19, 1942.

Almost half the 40 Australians
who died in East Timor were
killed in the first hours of the
Japanese landing.

Then, helped by the Timorese
with whom they struck
remarkable friendships, the
commandos became the only
Australian force still in action in

}

Arandsonstoknowwhat © 4

A hero$ weicome Ior 1orgouen rignters

One good turn ..

enemy territory after the
Japanese conquest of South-East
Asia.

Speaking in Dili this week
after the Australian embassy had
issued him a visa to travel to
Australia, Mr Correia rattled off
the names of the commandos he
remembers.

“They never came back to help
us after thewar ... butit’sbetter
late than never. I am pleased to
be going to Australia. It's
important for our sonsand

happened.”

Virgilio Dos Anjos, a
commander in East Timor’s
military, is the son of Celestino
Dos Anjos, the only East
Timorese to receive an
Australian decoration for bravery
during the war.

Virgilio, who fought as a
guerilla for 20 years, said: “Many
of the guerilla tactics that we
used against the Indonesians
after they invaded in 1975 we
learnt from the Australiaps.”
with research by Jessica Ardley

. Rufino Alves Corrlea, 89, was shot in the neck by Japanese troops whiile he was trying to protect Australlan commandos who were in hiding. In turn, they saved his life.

Photos: Glenn Campbell

rothers inarms ... Rofino Alves Corriea (second left), a man called
Evaresto, Lieutenant Tom Nesbitt and a Captain Laidlaw (right).

Thanks ... Armindo Monteiro, 86, in a digger’s hat presented by former “Sparrow Forcé" commandos.
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Mick and Bill and the others remember...
Sydney Morning Hereld 26-28 Jan 2007

G

Before Milne Bay and Kokoda in Australia’s military history there was Rabaul. Most
Australians these days know only vaguely where Rabaul even is. Fewer know what
happened there 65 years ago this week. The Japanese invasion of Rabaul, the tiny capitol
of New Britain, in the early-morning darkness of January 23, 1942, suddenly brought
World War 11 shockingly close to mainland Australia. It would get closer, but Rabaul
was the first “Australian territory” attacked (Darwin was bombed a month later) in any
war time. Yet Rabaul has been all but forgotten. So, too, its tiny 1942 garrison of 1400
Australian troops. Only 24 are still alive. They are all that remain of events the politicians
never even acknowledge.
Rabaul, you see, was a disaster.

And like most countries, if we can’t turn our battlefield defeats into heroic tragedies or
someone else’s fault, we try to ignore them. Five years ago, during the various 60™
anniversary military remembrances marking 1942, Dr Peter Stanley, the Australian War
Memorial’s principal historian at the time, gave a speech in which he told a story that
makes the point.

Stanley recounted: “The Victorian RSL magazine, Mufti, published an article in 1954
headed,, ‘Forget the Bad, remember the Good’. It recorded that only 20 people had
attended a ceremony at the (Melbourne) Cenotaph to remember the twelfth anniversary of
the fall of Rabaul (even though the ill-fated Australian militia battalion that garrisoned
Rabaul in 1942 was a Victorian battalion). The anonymous writer was not lamenting that
so few people had turned up. He was arguing that the anniversary should not have been




marked at all. ‘Defeats,” he wrote, ‘are depressing enough...without dwelling on them.’
He urged that if Rabaul was to be remembered at all it should be on the anniversary of its
recapture in 1945.”

David (‘Mick™) Smith thinks differently.

Smith is on of the 24 citizen soldiers of the 2/22™® AIF battalion still alive. He survived
the invasion of Rabaul to escape to Australia and return to the war in New Guinea in
1943 with the 2/22™ Pioneers for the allied drive from Lae to Shaggy Ridge. He’d been
a 22year old St Kilda apprentice plumber when he enlisted in Melbourne as a private in
June 1940 and was discharged with the rank of lieutenant in November 1945. He now
lives at Bateau Bay on the Central Coast. Last year, just before his 89" birthday in
October, Smith wrote a letter of some heat.

He urged I write about his old battalion and the terrible events that followed the Japanese
rout of the ill-trained, inexperienced, under-equipped Australian militiamen of Lark Force
that January morning in Rabaul 65 years ago. It was an anniversary, he argued, never
remembered. Yet very many Australians had died, some dreadfully, including civilians,
among them children, through no fault of their own. Surely they deserved to be
remembered, too.

Peter Stanley detailed the genesis of the Rabaul disaster in his War Memorial speech five
years ago.

“From 14 January two brigades (six battalions) of the 8" Division had just entered action
(against the Japanese invasion of Malaya). The division’s other three battalions (the
2/22" the 2/23™ and the 2/24™) were distributed in an arc across Australia’s north at
Ambon, Timor and Rabaul. They ‘protected’ the northern-most Australian territory of
New Guinea and the airfields linking Australia with allied territory in South-East Asia.
“These small forces were Sparrow Force on Timor, Gull Force on Ambon, Lark Force on
New Britain (Rabaul). There will always be debate over the wisdom of the strategy of
garrisoning what was grandly called the ‘Malay barrier’ with such small forces. They
proved far too small to hold the larger Japanese forces sent against them. The best the
defenders could do was to make the Japanese fight for objectives they would certainly
take. The inevitable tragedy unfolded (for all three forces)...”

In Rabaul, the RAAF’s small defending squadron attached to Lark Force suffered “heavy
losses”. Said Stanley: “The signal sent by Wing Commander J.M.Lerew to air force
headquarters in Melbourne before taking off — ‘Those who are about to die salute you’ —
testifies to the fatalist courage of RAAF aircrew. The 2/22™ battalion contesting the
landings by sea were ordered to disperse and to make their way to safety as best they
could.”

Mick Smith remembers events more graphically.

In a new year message, he recalled the Australian area commander insisted “every man
must stand his ground”. Yet by mid-morning of the day of the Japanese invasion, after
less than eight hours’ fighting, the order was given to withdraw, that it was now “every
man for himself”.

Peter Stanley recalled: “The ordeal of the escape from New Britain is an epic story of
endurance, heroism, luck and, for about 400 men, survival. For almost all of the
Australians taken prisoner, however, tragedy was to follow. A large party of those fleeing
were captured near Tol plantation on New Britain’s east coast. About 300 of them were
killed in what became known as the Tol massacre. Of those brought to Rabaul, further




tragedy would follow. A few of the prisoners, including six nurses, were taken separately
to Japan (by freighter) and held there for the rest of the war. Incredibly, all of the nurss
were liberated in 1945 — thin, ill but alive.

“But none of over a thousand military prisoners and civilian internees would survive. In
June 1942 they were taken aboard a ship, the Montevides Maru, bound for Japan. It was
unmarked. The Allies had no idea it was carrying prisoners. On July 1, 1942, in the South
China Sea, an American submarine torpedoed the ship. All of the 1050 Australians on
board were lost in the greatest single maritime tragedy in Australian history.”

As heart-rending was the fact relatives did not learn their loved ones had died — and how
— until Japan’s surrender 3 and a half years after their capture. As Stanley recounted:
“The peculiar cruelty of this disaster was not that it occurred inadvertently at the hands of
allied submarines. It was that these men’s fate was unknown at the time, and remained
unknown for years. Not until well after the war’s end were their deaths confirmed.”

As for those Australian troops executed in New Britain’s Tol massacre in February 1942,
Bill Sweeting, of the official Australian war history unit, would record in volume 5 of the
histories published in 1957: “Officers of the War Graves Commission in 1945 unearthed
remains of 158 victims. How many were soldiers and how many were civilians will never
be known. The difficulties of sheeting home such crimes were demonstrated after the
war.

“Investigating officers eventually traced the names of two of the principals concerned — a
lieutenant-colonel and a doctor. But both committed suicide. As a result, no war crimes
trial has ever taken place in connection with this atrocity.”

There were some extraordinary stories among the six soldiers who survived the massacre.
One of the saddest involved Private Bill Cook, from Campsie, who was bayoneted 11
times, his hands tied behind his back. He later recounted: “I was stabbed five times. I
pretended death and held my breath. The Japanese walked away. The soldier lying next to
me groaned. A Japanese came back and stabbed him again. I could not hold my breath
any longer. When he heard me he stabbed me another six times. The last thrust went
through my ear and into my mouth. I lay there and heard the last two men being shot.”
The official history records: “Cook untied the cloth which connected him to his (dead)
mates and staggered towards the sea 50 yards away. Even in his weakened state he
walked along in the water to avoid leaving a blood trail. Next morning he found a small
party of soldiers under Colonel John Scanlon (Lark Force area commander) who dressed
his wounds.”

Cook survived the war but lost his voice. In 1957, at work in Sydney’s railway yads, he
was knocked down and run over by a train. He lived, but lost both legs.

Mick Smith was one of those who walked to safety down the New Britain north coast and
was evacuated, eventually by sea to Townsville. He was flown back to the war in New
Guinea within 18 months. He was one of the lucky few. Sixty-five years later he is still
alive. Think about them all as you watch the cricket and the tennis this Australia Day
weekend.
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