THE EAST TIMOR NATIVES

When we awvived in Timon we were nstwcted to avoid contact with
the natives and this cannied on into East Timorn. The section I was in
(2 Section A Platoon) was camped §inst of a¥ on Cactus Flats and
then on the DL aerodnome. We saw verny few natives in any case
except, on occasion, in DL at the cock §ights and the markets, etc.

Not being able to convense, litle contact was made and 40 we were
quite ignonant of the language and the customs of the Tinorese.
Consequently, in the exidus §om DL when we werne avoiding Jap
patnols, we were unable to distinguish the difjerence between
Japanese and Timonrese "chatter” and had to avoid them afl In
netnospect, it s obvious that this was a verny shontsighted policy as,
even a nudimentany knowledge of the native language eanly, would
have been a Godsend. 04 cournse we didn't know then that we would
be lving with them.

BERIMOU

It was quite some time aftern the Drome episode when we werne at
Ainano that some of the lads stanted to acquine "creados”. Mostly
young native boys, to canny gean, etc.

1 was approached by a Timonese lad -~ a {fainly tal, skinny 12 yean
old with a wide, cheeky gnin who made & hnown that he wanted %o
be my Creado. His name was Berimou and came §rom the vilage o4
Onvulo (nean Antsabe) which had been ovewwn by the Japs. He
wanted to help the "Austrafian Soldados” to get nid of the Japs. He
wanited no pay, just wanted to hefp.

I didn't have much gean - & was all Cost on the DL Drome - but I
was grateful fon his assistance as I was physicaly weak due %o
necuwwning mafarnia and dysentrny (a legacy of the Cactus Flats perniod).
Benimou Cooked aftern my bits and pieces except g§or my nigle, ammo
and a sma® havensach o4 pernsonal paperns. He alsc helped with the
Section’'s gean and with scnounging gorn food.

In the beginning we communicated mainly by signs but gradually we
picked wp sufficient wonds of each other's language 1o make
ounselves undenstood. 04 counse, they picked uwup the great
Austnalian expletives ginst - I wel nemembern them calling each othern
"bloody black bastands” while talhing at thein singsongs at night.

The Creados were veny Coyal to thein "patron” on "tuwan"” and would
often be heand boasting about, or degfending the attitudes, of thein
Boss. They would become wonnied if, having been sent o a safe
place when action was imminent, they didn't know whene Boss was..

A cate in point was when we moved aocut of Maliana and et wup an
ambush position in the saddle on the noad to Bobonano. I was sent




{0 Rita Bau to tell the Sigs. there 1o get the nadio set ouwt to Monobo.
Howeven, on the way I Mipped 04§ the mountain trnack in the darnk
and §ef onto nocks, gracturning a bone in one ankle and spraining the
othen. This was about half a mile fnom the vilage 40 I hobbled therne
to §ind & abandoned.

I did ¢ind a horse and managed 1o cateh & and node it to Monobo o
nejoin the section. The point being that, when the Section awiived
and I was missing, Bernimouw was distraught and wanted to seanch fon
me but was nestrnained. In any case, I tuwned up haly a day later,
complete with a hornse. That made his day because now he was a
hornte ownen as well - 50 we set o4 for the hospital at Same.

Bernimow's help was invaluable on that trip becauwse we werne nestrnicted
to obscune mountain tracks due to the prestence of Jap patrols. I
could not possibly have found my own way orn managed the honse on
gound good without him. While at Doc Dunkley’'s hospital both Rerimow
and the honse came in handy ab we had to make sevenal huwnnied
moves to othen locations becauwse of Jap activities, some at night. Doc
and the lads needed all the help they could get.

Bernimow was a boy with a cheenful disposition and veny few thingsd
wowvded him. One time he took fave of absence to visit his village
but when he netwwned he was verny suwbdued. He told that his whole
vilage - gdamily and all - had been wiped out by the Japs. He
belicved his association with uwus was the cause as, natives who
begriended the Japs had been initiating these actions. Howeven, this
made Benimow afl the mone deterumined to hefp ws against the Nips.

We wene at Betano when the Voyagern went agwound and we had the
task of moving the 2/4th Coy. gean in a hwwy. Berdmow came into
his own. He lved to boss the othern natives around and ook %o
aunning packhonse teams (at least once undern aincraft $ine) Cike a
duchk 1o waten. Therne was always a couple of us with the taain but
Bernimow was "boss of the boongs”. Of counse, in this incident, we
wene only pant of an estimated 400 natives and honses.

When we wene itold we werne 1o be evacuated we asthed i§ the Creados
could come with ws. We werne told that & was not possible and we
then nealised that we would eventually be desernting them - leaving
them 1o thein ocwn devices - although Headquantens said & would do
a they could §on them.

The night of the evacuation awwvived and, as we preparned to lave, I
told Rerimow what we wene doing. I wrote out an ocwnenship neceipt
don the honse, a Surat (letiern of commendation 4on af his help) and
gave him evernything I owned - honte, gearn, money, ete. Evernything
except fon a smafl havernsack with pernsonal paperns. Said goodbye and
swam out in the darkness {o the boats of the "Tjernk Heddes”.

The Creados wene of tremendous help to a? of us in many othern ways
besides cannying. They helped us to enlist the aid of the villagerns
wWhene we wene camped, helped in prweuwrning {4ood, obtained
ngonumation on the whereabouts of the Japs and theirn {nfoumens, etc.

AR in a¥®?, without the help of the East Timorese natives genernafly, we
centainly would not have surnvived.



